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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 

of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 

in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 

loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

 

WHERE DOES PROVIDENCE 

CALL US? 

HOW DO WE HOPE  

TO GET THERE? 

Sister Mary Francis Fletcher 

In preparation for the Congregational 

Chapter, the Congregational leadership 

Team, in collaboration with the Pre-Chapter Commission, spent a 

great deal of time reviewing our reality and reflecting on where 

and how we were being called into the future, given our identity 

and our strong desire to read and respond to the “signs of the 

times,” in our local areas and our global society.  We wanted all 

those participating in the Chapter to have time to listen deeply to 

the Spirit’s invitations.  We hoped to share with each other our 

concern for the unmet social needs and the ways we felt called to 

offer our presence, our gifts, and our witness of God’s loving 

providence in our troubled and suffering world. 

As the Delegates met together during the Chapter, we sought to 

allow the Spirit of God to call us into a future we would choose 

together.  Together we were energized to “shape our future 

courageously.”  We believe that our Chapter 2022 Directional Statement leads us forward with a 

congregational commitment for our future:  

Impelled by the spirit of Jesus Christ, who is Providence incarnate, 

and faithful to our charism and mission, 

we, the Sisters of Divine Providence, commit ourselves to: 

actualizing intercultural living based on a growing understanding of each other  

through creative ways, particularly technology; 

caring for creation and the vulnerable on the periphery; 

sharing our resources transparently and collaboratively. 

This is where Providence calls us now!  This, too, is how we hope to get there!   
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This Directional Statement has interrelated elements which can strengthen and support every effort 
to live into these commitments.  Guided by it, all of us can take steps toward change, personally 
and communally.  We know that God calls us to conversion, to transformation.  Pursuing the 
actions in our mandate, and being faithful to our charism, we commit ourselves, like Jesus, “to 
become Providence incarnate,” by our presence and our service of others.   

In 1965 as the Second Vatican Council was ending, Pope Paul VI wrote, “By carefully surveying 
the signs of the times, we are making every effort to adapt ways and methods to the growing needs 
of our time and the changing conditions of society.”  We are called to do the same, to change what 
doesn’t work, to see what is needed now and to take action.  Small changes can open our vision 
and understanding toward building the human community and bringing healing for our planet.  
These changes can strengthen us to share the abundance of God’s care for us, by being living 
examples, like Jesus, of God’s compassion for the suffering, of openness to God’s will, and of 
trust in God’s goodness among us.  Receptivity to God’s love and grace can bring gradual growth 
in and among us, bringing about conversion and transformation which serves God’s Provident plan 
for our world. 

During the Chapter in single-language and mixed-language discussions, we explored ways to live 
the commitments we most desired.  The ones most emphasized are specified in the “Issues and 
Recommendations for Future Efforts,” included with the Chapter Decisions.  Each effort can create 
greater unity among us and can lead us to let go of comfortable, settled ways so as to take the 
courageous steps which shape our common future.  Our invitation is to pray with these ideas, to 
ask ourselves what extra efforts we can make, what other time or presence we can offer, if we are 
to be part of the growth and transformation of us all for our future.  Six key recommendations are: 

 intercultural growth – education and efforts to be / to become more intercultural 

 intercultural living – establishing 2-3 intercultural communities for living and ministry 

 connections / relationships – using technology, increasing communications, building 
relationships and strengthening collaboration 

 response to social needs – responding to urgent local issues and global social needs  

 networking/partnering – joining efforts with others to serve the social justice needs 

 sharing resources – through development of a common congregational fund 

WE COMMIT OURSELVES to “actualize intercultural living” and “grow in understanding of each 
other.” These efforts depend on actions for intercultural growth, establishing intercultural 
communities, and using technology and creativity to build relationships among us and beyond us. 
No matter our age or ability to travel or involvement in outreach ministries, we can grow 
interculturally by reading and listening to others’ ideas and experience, and widening our 
perspectives.  We can take opportunities to learn about other’s histories, other’s cultures, about the 
blessings and difficulties which arise when people from two or more cultures live together in a 
convent or a neighborhood.  Intercultural education can lead to developing new attitudes and 
strengthening skills, which can help us to be more open to those who are different from us.   

As we learn ideas through study, we can also learn about each other more personally, meeting, 
listening, praying, engaging in smaller groups, sharing understandings and issues, and building 
new relationships via technology.  We can find ways to work together across boundaries on 
common goals and projects.  We can actively witness to today’s world that true community is as 
possible for us as for the first Christians, because in faith, love and grace, we choose to live it.   

Many of us have already lived interculturally, more by circumstance than by intention.  That living 
may have been more multicultural (living side-by-side, without learning about another culture and 
with little change by the dominant culture).      PROVIDENCE CALLS US, continued on page 14 
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San Miguel Mission 
 

Pastoral Ministry 

Sister Guillermina Nieto Fernández lives in 

the high mountains in Huamali.  She is 

involved with the local parish where she 

prepares the children for First Communion.  

She gathers the children, youth and adults 

to meet their needs and goes beyond the 

immediate parish to respond to the 

catechetical needs of the people. In the top 

photo, Sister Guillermina meets with 

children who are preparing for First 

Communion in the small village of Masma, 

where she is assisted by some of the youth.   

In the photo to the right, Sister Guillermina 

meets with the parents of the children 

preparing for First Communion to help 

them to have deeper understandings of the 

sacrament and of their faith responsibilities. 

 

In this photo, Sister Guillermina is 

meeting with youth to form them in 

their faith and to involve them in her 

efforts to strengthen the faith of the 

younger children. 

 

Our Community in Huamali 

The local community in Huamali includes:  Sister Guillermina, as well as 

Sister Marivel Segundo Vargas, a nurse who works at a Health Center in 

nearby Acolla.  The community also includes Sister Monika Mrosek of the 

Marie de la Roche Province and Sister Serena Hyunmi Hong of the St. 

Joseph Province.  Sister Serena arrived in Peru in April and is involved in 

ministry with others, as she becomes acclimated to the altitude, the winter 

temperatures and learns about the people and their needs.  She assists in 

the parish where she can, especially helping Sister Guillermina prepare the 

liturgies and she works in their garden.  Sister Monika is responsible for 

the finances for the Mission and also serves in the parish preparing the 

people for the sacraments of Baptism and marriage, as well as teaching English at the primary 

school twice each week.  (The photo shows a baptism with the family in the typical dress for the 

area of Huamali.) 
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Catechetical Preparation 

 

Recently Sister Guillermina travelled to 

Lima to participate in a congress for 

catechists.  In this photo, she is among a 

group of the participants. 

 

 

 

22nd Regional Youth Conference 

Central Ayacucho Gathering.  Theme:  Young People on the Way to Revitalization.  

From the community of Huamali, Sister Guillermina participated with four young people from 

September 1-4 in this conference, with a motto, “The Youth is the Protagonist of the Now.”  The 

objectives of the meeting were:  to discern the vocation of youth pastoral from the socio-political 

and ecclesial situation that our jurisdictions are in the process of restructuring and revitalization 

process and to recognize the importance of the active presence of young people in the church.   

The small group from Huamali gathered with 60 participants and two priests from the city of 

Huancayo.  Joining them were young people from other cities:  Huancavelica, Tarma, Huanuco, 

and San Ramon.  The Bishops of Ayacucho and Huancavelica were present with them, as well as 

four religious sisters and three priests from other cities.  In spite of the discomfort of the trip and 

the nights on hard beds on the floor; the young people were very happy with the experience they 

had. 

Walking in the archaeological city of the 

Wuary culture (from the Inca Empire) 
 

 

On top of the bell tower of the Cathedral 

of Ayacucho. 
 

 

Meeting of the youth coordinators of 

each city. 
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Welcome Home Building 

Project in Lima 

The demolition of the convent on San 

Felipe Avenida (St. Philip Avenue) took 

place in March.  Since then, the 

construction of a new convent and a 

university student residence has been 

underway.   

The building will have two levels of 

underground garages for rental to 

workers in the local area to provide 

income for the support of the building 

and the residential program.  The two-

story building has two connected sections, one for the students and one for the Sisters.  There is 

room for 24 young women who are studying in nearby universities and technical colleges.   

Our plan is to make this home available for students from the jungle and mountain areas, who will 

be attending the schools on government scholarships, which also provide some funding for their 

housing.  These students will be from the most vulnerable areas of the country, where 76% of the 

people live in extreme poverty and where higher education is only 7.5% of the people, whereas for 

those with greater means, at least 33.9% of the young adults receive a higher education. 

At the Sisters of Divine Providence Welcome Home, the students will have a safe, comfortable 

environment for their studies, where the Sisters can provide them with the support which can help 

them to be successful.  Their parents will be relieved for their daughters to be in an atmosphere 

where they can gain an education that will benefit their families and villages, and also the students 

will have opportunities for personal development and leadership growth to strengthen their adult 

lives. 

The building is to be 

completed in December.  The 

school year starts in March.  

Hopefully, all can be ready to 

welcome the first group of 

residents as the new school 

year begins. 
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Marie de la Roche Province 
 

Province Holds First-Ever Virtual Chapter 

The Marie de la Roche Province held its Fifth Provincial 

Chapter of Affairs from July 31 to August 5, 2022.  This was 

the Province’s first-ever virtual Chapter, necessitated by the 

uncertainty of the Covid-19 pandemic and the need to protect 

our Community’s most vulnerable members.  A significant 

number of Sisters and Associates attended via Zoom, as 

Active, Consulting, Observer, or Praying participants.  

Training on computer use and the Zoom platform was offered 

prior the Chapter to any Sister who wished to become more 

familiar with the technology.  

Sister Judy Donovan CSJ delivered a keynote address on the 

first day that set the tone for the Chapter.  Each day’s session began with an inspiring PowerPoint 

prayer service and daily liturgies were live-streamed from Mother of Divine Providence Chapel at 

Providence Heights.  Sisters Connie Gilder SSJ and Carol Marozzi SSJ facilitated the preparation 

and implementation of the Chapter using a communal discernment process.  Circle conversations 

in preparation for Chapter resulted in three major topics for discernment that resonated with the 

Community:  response to the social issues of our time, strengthening our CDP community and the 

broader community, and embracing integral ecology per Laudato Si’.  Using the Communal 

Discernment process, Chapter table conversations on these topics resulted in a directional 

statement expressing the Community’s commitment to mission and outlining a plan of action for 

the Province to implement during the next five years.  The final two days included a prayerful 

ritual for the Calling of Names for leadership.  A Retreat weekend will be held in September for 

those Sisters continuing in the Discernment process for leadership.  The Provincial Chapter will 

conclude with the Chapter of Elections from November 11-13. 

 

 

Why Do We Stay? 
 

Vocation Videos Shared on Social Media.  Sisters 

Ella Jane Bruen and Claudia Ward share “why they 

stay” in vocation videos posted on the Marie de la 

Roche Province Facebook page.  

 

Visit www.facebook.com/cdpsisters to view the 

videos, as well as to “like” the page. 
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30 Years of Social Ministry, Puerto Rico 

This year marks 30 years since the foundation of the Office of Promotion 

and Human Development (OPDH) in Arecibo, Puerto Rico.  Ms. Ana 

Echegaray, who for more than 27 years has been part of the administrative 

team for this ministry told of its beginnings as they celebrated this special 

anniversary.  She said that everything starts with a dream.  This dream 

began in 1992 when Sister Roberta Grzelak wanted a way to empower 

female heads of family, who are the primary supports, morally and 

economically, for their homes and families.  She met with the new Bishop of Arecibo to share with 

him this serious social need.  The Bishop offered space for an office for the new ministry and 

encouraged her to move forward.  Gathering friends and volunteers, visiting the communities 

within the diocese, services began.  Sister Roberta began with absolute confidence in Divine 

Providence that, like the loaves and fishes, they would have what they needed.  Other Sisters also 

have served in significant roles of leadership in OPDH over these three decades. 

The needs addressed have been for all ages and groups, women, youth, children, and parents.  Self-

esteem workshops for young people helped them gain a positive assessment of themselves for their 

adult lives.  A home was supported for children who were victims of abuse, violence and 

negligence.  As people could no longer depend on their employers, a program helped them learn 

to be entrepreneurs and to start their own small businesses.  New projects continued, including 

programs for women, families and youth, for leadership, assistance to other charities, a Prison 

Pastoral project, educational fairs, and much more. 

In 2007 Sister Roberta announced her retirement.  

Eurelia Perez Olivo became the new Director, 

followed in 2010 by the current director.  Today’s 

ministry leaders are pictured left to right:  Angelica 

Flores, Director, with Supervisors, Laura Llerandi, 

Luz I. Soto and Karen Torrado.  Below them the 

photo is of the current Board of Directors 

Over the decades, as circumstances changed and 

new needs were seen, the office moved to various 

facilities, finding more space and hiring more 

caring staff to continue to serve the people’s needs.  

Government funding was available for some efforts, 

while other funding was found through hard work 

and creativity, as the office celebrated their 

successes and involved the community in finding 

new resources to respond to other’s needs. 

After hurricane Maria, which devastated the island, OPDH opened a food bank, provided clothing 

and distributed water filters to help the people’s emergency needs.  They sent staff members to 

churches and communities to provide additional support.  With the pandemic, new ways to reach 

people were imagined and online workshops and other services were developed.   

As OPDH celebrates these 30 years of ministry, we remember Sr. Roberta, who died in 2014, and 

other CDP’s who have shared this journey.  They have been examples of God’s Providence, alive 

among us, looking with love at their neighbors, recognizing other’s gifts and reaching out with 

presence, compassion and generosity to the people of the Diocese of Arecibo, PR.   



Global Connections 6-4  8 

Wampanoag Common Lands 

Restoration Project 
 

[The following article refers to land protected for 

conservation.  It was formerly Camp Mishannock, a 

ministry for girls founded by the Sisters in Kingston, 

Massachusetts from 1948-2010.] 
 

August 24, 2022  

By The Associated Press 

The project by the Native Land Conservancy is among 

efforts by tribes and other Native groups nationwide to 

reclaim and repair lands altered by western civilization.   

Asa Peters marched into a thicket of Japanese knotweed in 

the woods of coastal Massachusetts this month and began 

steadily hacking the towering, dense vegetation down to 

size.  The 24-year-old member of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe was among a cadre of volunteers 

rooting out invasive species and tending to recently planted native vegetation on a wide swath of 

forest acquired on behalf of his federally recognized tribe and other Wampanoag communities. 

The Common Lands, as the project is called, seeks to restore a 32-acre (13-hectare) former 

Catholic summer camp on the banks of the Muddy Pond in Kingston to something closer to what 

it might have looked like before European colonization transformed it.  The Native Land 

Conservancy, the local Native group that received the donated land this year, envisions a natural 

environment filled with indigenous plants and animals where Wampanoags can practice cultural 

ceremonies and educate new generations in traditional ways. 

Ramona Peters, a Mashpee Wampanoag who founded the conservancy, said the effort is more 

meaningful because the land is some five miles from where Pilgrims arriving on the Mayflower 

established the English colony of Plymouth, near the remnants of a Wampanoag community 

wiped out by European disease.  “This is basically where the first impact of colonization of this 

country happened,” she said. “It’s very significant that it’s been returned to us.”   

The Wampanoag Common Lands is part of a growing movement of Indigenous-led 

conservation efforts helping to preserve and reinvigorate Native culture and identity, said Beth 

Rose-Middleton, a professor at the University of California, Davis, focused on Native American 

environmental policy and conservation.  “Many of our land and waterscapes have been pressed 

into extreme uses and depleted,” Rose-Middletown said.  “Land stewardship and care work are 

necessary for creating resilient landscapes.” 

Jessica Tran, of St. Paul, Minn., left, and Fin 

Jones, center, of Falmouth, Mass., a member 

of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe, right, work 

to remove invasive plant species at the 

Wampanoag Common Lands project, in 

Kingston, Mass., Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022. (AP 

Photos/Steven Senne) 
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In northern California, Michelle Vassel, administrator of the Wiyot tribe, said “For us, it’s a 

responsibility.  Indigenous people are tied to a place,” she said. “This work is also healing.”  

The history of the 1860 massacre in California that nearly wiped out the Wiyot tribe, has always 

been a scar on the broader community.  This was a way to change that history.  Tribes throughout 

the U.S. have been working on many efforts to improve the land and waters.  They are 

reintroducing bison herds and trying to protect glacial rivers vital for migrating salmon from 

warming rivers and industrial pollution.   

And on the Massachusetts island of Martha’s 

Vineyard, the Native-run Sassafras Earth 

Education has been teaching youths and families 

traditional Wampanoag cultivation practices for 

decades.  That organization’s Land Culture Project 

seeks to transform roughly 20 acres (8 hectares) of 

forested land and fields into a “highly productive 

food forest” of native trees and shrubs beneficial to 

both people and wildlife. 

At the nearby Wampanoag Common Lands, old 

summer camp buildings were torn down and 

pavement, athletic courts and other hard surfaces 

scraped away this year.  Even large, nonnative 

Norwegian spruce trees were uprooted by the prior 

owners at the conservancy’s request, leaving 

mostly a bare clearing near the water’s edge.  In 

their place, conservancy staff and volunteers this 

summer planted dozens of native species 

significant to Wampanoag culture, such as white 

oak trees, blueberry bushes, witch hazel, 

goldenrod and hay-scented ferns. 

Wildlife cameras have been set up to survey and 

monitor otters, deer and other local fauna. The 

conservancy is also building bat houses and 

considering reintroducing threatened and rare native 

animal species, such as northern red-bellied turtles, 

said Diana Ruiz, the Native Land Conservancy’s 

director.  The organization is also exploring other 

uses, such as traditional Wampanoag lodges for 

hosting guests or other community functions. 

For Asa Peters, that potential for spiritual 

revitalization is what he finds most compelling about 

the land project.  He looks forward to returning years 

and decades from now not just to see how the plants 

he helped nourish take hold, but also how 

Wampanoags use the restored land.  “My hope for it 

is to be a beautiful, comfortable space,” Peters said. 

“A place where people can come and it helps fill 

them back up.”  

Fin Jones, of Falmouth, Mass., a member of 

the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe, top center, 

and Jessica Tran, right, of St. Paul, Minn., 

work to remove invasive plant species at the 

Wampanoag Common Lands project, in 

Kingston, Mass., Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022. 

Justin Pikulski, of Bourne, Mass., a 

member of the Herring Pond 

Wampanoag tribe, works to remove 

invasive plant species, such as 

knotweed, at the Wampanoag Common 

Lands project, in Kingston, Mass., 

Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022. 
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Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 
 

Laudato Sí Platform for Action 

in the Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

At Ketteler Hospital in Offenbach, during the last week of 

August, the first convent heard about the actions and mission of 

our "Laudato Sí Commission!"  Using a Power Point 

presentation, I showed the program in Rome and its worldwide 

actions related to environmental protection and climate change.   

We talked about the great concern of Pope Francis in his 

encyclical "Laudato Sí", published in 2015.  The current 

environmental disasters, the lack of water, electricity and 

energy, the extinction of species, the high temperatures that we 

have all experienced in recent weeks are the cause of great 

concern for many people. 

Thus Sisters Edelburga Wilhelm (seated in photo), Kunigunde 

Koob, Bonaventura Mayer and Sr. Christa-Maria Kochhafen (left to right in photo) were very 

interested in considering what each of them personally, and all of them together, could do to protect 

our earth and prevent further damage.  The Offenbach Sisters' ideas relate to avoiding plastic waste 

in the form of bags, wrapping foil, using water 

sparingly, mending laundry and repairing shoes. The 

kitchen staff pays attention to sustainable purchasing, 

organic fruits and vegetables, regional and seasonal 

purchases and little packaging material. When it's hot, 

it's important for nurses to wear sunscreen, put on 

lotion, and drink plenty of fluids to avoid health 

problems. 

People in Germany 

are facing enormous 

restrictions as a result 

of the Ukraine war, 

including sanctions 

on Russia and Putin's 

retaliation in the form 

of a reduction in gas and oil supplies.  We are forced to reduce 

the consumption of energy in order to save energy.  We have to 

learn again to limit ourselves, which is very difficult for many.  

Because of our "simple lifestyle" as religious sisters, this may not 

be as difficult for us as it is for other people. 

Sr.Angelika Hufgard  
“Justice, Peace,  

Protection of Creation” 
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L a u d a t o - S í   My friend, the tree 

How can I save young trees from the great drought that has 

overtaken Europe? 

Not only rivers, animals in the water and we humans suffer from 

the great heat but also trees and plants.  Recent forest damage 

reports since the years 2018 show that more and more trees do 

not survive their first year of life.  We are also noticing the 

consequence of the ongoing drought in gardens and green spaces. 

But trees are the most important antagonists to increasing carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere because they absorb and accumulate it. 

They significantly improve the climate in the areas of humidity 

and air quality. 

Especially young trees but also older trees need extra support in 

these drought days.  This is the special purpose of the irrigation 

bag.  

The bag filled with water reaches the root system of the tree when 

it is placed firmly around the tree.  In addition, this prevents the 

evaporation of water and reliably as well as constantly provides 

the young tree with water and nutrients. 

The bag has very small holes on its underside that allow the water to escape slowly and evenly. 

This is therefore a type of drip irrigation.  The irrigation bag is positioned around the trunk and/or 

placed over the root area. 

Trees are extremely important for our lives. Not only do they contribute to improved air quality, 

but they also provide nesting sites and food for countless animals, especially birds.  Freshly planted 

young trees need a lot of care and water.  But even older trees need support from time to time 

during long droughts.  This is ensured by an irrigation bag. 

Many gardeners use this method of irrigation for young trees and so, especially in large cities, the 

life of trees is protected.  A second advantage of this method is the minimization of the evaporation 

rate, because it covers the moistened soil area.  Thus, it combines maximum effectiveness with the 

preservation of water as a resource. 

In the application of this method, each person can thus correspond to the preservation of trees and 

do their part to maintain the balance within our environment. 

And what does the Bible say?  "The righteous is like a tree planted by the water and rooted by the 

stream.  For though a heat comes, yet he fears not, but his leaves remain green, and worries not 

when a year of drought comes, but bears fruit without ceasing."  Jer.17.8 

 

L a u d a t o - S í   Trees – our life elixir 
 
Sr. Liberata Ricker – September 4th, 2022 
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St. Joseph Province 

Advance Directives  

On May 9, the Senior Spirituality Committee invited 

some people working with the Advance Directives 

Registration Agency to educate the sisters about 

advance directives.  Sisters from the motherhouse and 

La Roche Center and some from local houses 

participated in the event.  After being educated 

enough to understand it and having interviews with 

the counselors, the sisters, in preparation for being in the process of dying, completed their advance 

directives.  These are legal documents allowing them to spell out their decisions about end-of-life 

care ahead of time.  Other sisters who didn’t attend the event were asked to visit the agency, 

completing advance directives so that they would be registered in the system. 

Safety Test in the Buildings  

and Remodeling 

The St. Joseph Chapel at the Motherhouse, La Roche 

Center, and the building in Sonwol-dong, Incheon 

were tested for safety.  Waterproofing work and 

repairs to maintain safety will be underway.  The 

former Providence Kindergarten which has already 

been under construction will be transformed into 

Providence Spiritual Center, after being remodeled.  

The Center will be completed at the end of the year. 

Laudato Sí Action Platform 

The Province asked to report what the sisters have practiced in carrying out the Laudato Sí Action 

Platform at the local and individual levels. The sisters have been very active in different areas; 

reading and sharing books related to 

saving the earth, picketing on Fridays to 

help people be aware of the climate crisis, 

picking up trash, attending and joining 

educations and actions offered by the 

Association of Major Superiors of Women 

Religious in Korea, participating in 

ecological education offered by dioceses, 

saving water and power, and trying not to 

use disposable products. 
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Congregational Chapter Report 

On August 8, the Province held a Zoom meeting 

to share with the sisters the outcome of the 24th 

Congregational Chapter:  the Congregational 

Mission Statement, reports of the Generalate and 

Provinces/Mission, decisions of the Chapter, and 

some points of Fr. Anthony Gittins’ presentations 

on interculturality.  At the community gathering 

on October 3rd, the sisters will have opportunities 

to deepen and discuss the Directional Statement, 

General / Provincial Directory changes and 

Provincial policies, especially a policy of “rotating 

the role of community director/ leader.” 

 

 

Province Website – Redesigned 
 

In accordance with one of the proposals of the 

Provincial Chapter held last year, the website is now 

redesigned. It is quite different from the past.  We 

hope that the website will be kept updated so that the 

associates and others, as well as the sisters, could 

visit and be more interested in our community.  
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PROVIDENCE CALLS US, continued from p. 2 

We are called now to choose to be open to each other in ways which lead to development of a new 

culture and formation of cross-cultural communities.  This is possible, if we enter into these 

opportunities intentionally, if we are open to and curious about the differences among us in 

behavior, attitude, perception, and if we are willing to engage in conversations to build that 

community among us. 

The commitment to actualize intercultural living will be ever more possible by developing personal 

understandings and relationships.  The effort to create several intercultural communities will take 

more planning before they can be established.  It will require training and commitment of each 

Sister who chooses to participate in these community-living experiences, with the expectation that 

the local community will be faithful to shared life, prayer, and ministry in new and deeper ways.  

Even now, though, each of us can consider being part of that effort.  We can ask ourselves, if we 

are open to making a commitment to this project as we strengthen and unify our community, in 

service of urgent needs.  Let us pray for one another, especially that some of our Sisters will be 

able and willing to take these steps for the sake of God’s reign today. 

WE COMMIT OURSELVES to “care for creation” and for the “vulnerable on the periphery.”  These 

are actually two different commitments which are interrelated, as the devastation and suffering 

caused by global warming and the abuse of our environment have the greatest impact on those 

who are most vulnerable and live on the periphery.  One commitment then is for us to consciously 

work to bring a balance back to the earth and all creation so that our living is in a mutual 

relationship of care, rather than a relationship in which our living endangers the earth itself, along 

with the earth’s creatures.  The second commitment is to serve the needs of the poorest among us, 

those who are discounted and treated unjustly, those who suffer without even the basics needed 

for survival and whose lives are at risk for many reasons, including climate change.  Many of the 

articles in this newsletter show the efforts already underway among us.  All of us will benefit by 

knowing what we are already doing and new ideas can be sparked for other ministry efforts. 

By our consecration to God in community and apostolic ministry, as Sisters of Divine Providence, 

we are called to service.  In our Congregational Mission Statement, we commit ourselves to be 

God’s loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.  This 2022 Chapter commitment 

requires efforts from us at every level, locally, nationally, and globally.  So many of today’s 

weather-related disasters and so many of the losses and struggles of people living at the margins 

of society are caused by the abuse of creation itself and the societal injustices which make the 

people and groups living on the edges more vulnerable. 

We are aware of the urgent, social needs all around us.  The issues most discussed at the Chapter 

are world-wide concerns, though perhaps some are more imperative in one country than in another.  

Sisters in our provinces and the mission in Peru continue to respond to urgent local needs as we 

have throughout our 171-year history.  Certainly, our efforts to form new intercultural living 

communities can be in response to one of the many social needs around us.  Perhaps we could 

continue to share with one another about the efforts in place, even as we weave wider networks 

through partnering with other groups and organizations which are giving similar service.  Perhaps 

we could use our congregational and provincial websites and other public media to involve those 

around us, especially young people, in responding to the needs we see. 

WE COMMIT OURSELVES to “share our resources transparently and collaboratively.”  We all have 

resources, the gifts of grace and heritage, the blessings of personal and communal growth through 
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education and experience, the treasures which have come to us through hard work and through the 

generosity of others.  All these resources are available to us for the care of our members and of 

those we serve.  Our deep commitment to our charism and mission, our strong desire to walk 

steadily in the footsteps of Bishop Ketteler and Mother Marie, direct us to find ways to use and to 

share our resources for common projects, shared goals and for direct efforts to respond to needs.  

Let us be creative and imaginative, looking for the connections we can make and the ways we 

could share more fully what we have for the sake of our congregational outreach to our world. 

REFLECTING ON OUR DEEP STORY, our story of 171 years as a Congregation, we see that from the 

very first day of our first four Sisters, we took steps to respond “to the needs of the time through 

education and service to the sick and the poor.”  [Constitutions #1]  In every era, faced with 

unexpected and challenging realities, our Sisters have been impelled by the “spirit of the institute” 

which is “the Spirit of Jesus Christ, himself” [Constitutions #2].  When external circumstances 

prevented us from following our plans and realities, the Sisters always found new paths and 

continued to respond to the urgent needs of our world.   

As we know the early Sisters were prepared to teach and to help the sick in their homes in the rural 

areas of the Diocese of Mainz.  Even as they grew in the spiritual life and studied for their 

ministries, they were responding to evolving local needs:  organizing classes for uneducated 

women, opening an orphanage to care for abandoned girls and establishing a home for young 

women coming into the city to work in the factories.  The Sisters also began to teach in the farming 

areas, where people were economically and educationally poor and where they found a rich faith 

and a deep hunger for learning.   

But before long, the government blocked the Sisters from teaching, except for the youngest 

children, and the laws made it impossible to welcome new members into the community.  That 

reality, however did not stop them or diminish their desire and efforts to serve the urgent needs.  

They looked to where their services could be offered and where it was possible to provide them.  

That led them to take great risks to “shape their future courageously,” as we are called to do today.  

The Sisters set up a new formation house in Holland when they could not accept women in 

Germany.  They generously volunteered to travel to a new land where their faith, their compassion 

and their service would help other immigrants to learn and to get settled.  Over and over again in 

our history, our community leaders and members saw new needs and took up new challenges.  

They left their homelands, encountered new cultures, learned new languages, began new ministries, 

and in responding to the people’s suffering and brokenness, they broadened their understanding of 

what it meant to be Sisters of Divine Providence in an ever-changing world. 

What we can do today as we respond to this new call of Providence…, what we have promised 

each other in this time and what we hope to do to “shape our own future…”, always begins with 

living out of the center of our faith, of our consecration, trusting in God’s providence, believing 

each and all of us are guided in our mission to be Providence incarnate for others.  We can 

surrender to the circumstances of each new moment and try to live from the depths of our being, 

seeking God’s call, receiving God’s abundant grace, finding within us the wisdom, courage, 

generosity and love to live into the future, trusting in God’s presence in each new day.  We can 

witness each day of our lives that the God of Providence cares for all creation.   

Like those who have gone before us, guided by the legacy of Bishop Ketteler and Mother Marie, 

we continue to recognize that our life and our ministry are “characterized by the particular response 

to God’s providential love which is our charism – trust in, and openness to, the Providence of God.” 

[Constitutions #1]  Let us be Providence incarnate as we live out the commitments we have made 
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together, trusting that whatever we feel is lacking will be found within us and will come from 

others for the sake of a world of joy and hope, life and love.  May we commit ourselves anew to 

responding to the call of Providence now, through our Congregational Chapter decisions!  May 

we take the steps identified and live in hope and trust that they will lead us there.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 

Sep. 16-18 – Marie de la Roche Provincial 

Chapter Discernment Weekend 

Sep. 29 – Emmanuel von Ketteler Province, 

New Leadership Team takes office 

Nov. 11-13 - Marie de la Roche Provincial 

Chapter of Elections, Pittsburgh, USA 

Nov. 21-23  – TRANSITION to the newly-

elected Congregational Leadership 

2022-2026 
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