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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 
of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 
in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 
loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 
 
 

 IMPELLED BY THE 
SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST: 
SHAPING OUR FUTURE 

COURAGEOUSLY  

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE WITH 

HOPE 

Sister Maria Fest 

As I am writing this article for the summer edition of Global 
Connections, I am aware that you will be reading this article after 
the conclusion of our 24th General Chapter, which was held June 
11-24.  A desired outcome of the 35 delegates to the Chapter, 
representative of our three Provinces and Mission San Miguel, is 
that we look to our future with hope.  The winter edition of The 

Occasional Papers, was titled “The Unknown: A Place of 
Potential and Possibility”.  This publication is prepared by the 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (USA).  It offers 
guidance as to how to achieve this goal of looking to the future 

with hope.  The introduction to this issue of Occasional Papers 
begins with a question. Below is an excerpt from that introduction. 

How do we live in a period of time when virtually everything 
feels uncertain and unknown?  How might we live non-
anxiously at a time when so much of what we might have 
assumed would be certain and unchanging is slowly disappearing and what is ahead is 
beyond our knowing?  What is changing encompasses so much of our lives as we see 
institutions we thought stable and enduring lose credibility or now are beyond our care and 
have been passed on to others or have closed their doors.  Concepts and constructs that have 
guided our lives are called into question.  As the future for the planet and society seems so 
uncertain, the future of religious life mirrors this same uncertainty. 
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While living meaningfully into the unknown can be extremely challenging, still there may 
be opportunities for developing greater possibility and potential.  Can we think of dwelling 
in the unknown as an opportunity to develop greater wisdom?  Can being in the unknown 
be an experience of freedom that takes us out of normal ways of perceiving and leads us to 
new ways? Can “not-knowing” lead us into paths we may never have chosen to explore 
when we thought we had the answers?   

Yes, it makes me think that the Congregational Pre-Chapter Commission was inspired when its 
members chose the theme of our Chapter to be:  Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ:  Shaping 

our Future courageously. 

I have to confess that in the paragraphs above, I substituted the word “lead” to the word “live” and 
the word “leading” to the word “living”.  I truly believe these are challenging times for leaders of 
communities as well as members of communities.  As I prepare my annual report to the Vatican, I 
become more aware of how the population of the Congregation is steadily decreasing.  In the last 
20 years we have had approximately 280 deaths or departures of Sisters, with few women entering 
to replace them.  I know numbers are not everything but they do inform how we move into the 
future, Dr. Ted Dunn, from the U.S., wrote a lengthy book called Graced Crossroads:  Pathways 

to Deep Change and Transformation.  In the preface of the book, he writes:   

We cannot travel to the future without honoring the past, our ancestors, our Founders/ 
Foundresses and traditions, but these cannot lead us there.  We need to include and 
transcend the past, loosen our grip on time-honored traditions and make room for the 
new.  What leads us into the future is our courage, creativity and tenacity to give light to 
our deepest longings called forth by the lure and love of God.  Honoring the past cannot 
mean living in the past.  Honoring the wisdom figures of our provinces cannot mean 
living as they did.  If we truly honor those who have brought us to today, we must do for 
the next generation what our wisdom figures have done for us:  we must make room for 
the new.   

The theme for this final year of Global Connections is our Chapter Theme with the added text from 
Jerimiah 29:11, becomes:  Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, shaping our future courageously, 

we look to a future full of hope.  As we leave a tumultuous period communally with a COVID 
pandemic, travel restrictions and the inability to gather together, loss of membership, including 
Sisters who have been mentors, it is good to remember that God does have a plan for our lives.  
Many of us know this Scripture well and cling to the Jeremiah verse:  For I know well the plans I 

have in mind for you, plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.  
However, it is wise to understand the historical and literary context and allow it to take on a more 
powerful meaning in our lives, rather than reading into it our own desired message.  As we pray 
with the scripture, we allow God to speak to our hearts and impact our desires.  Only then can we 
draw out the meaning intended by God and His prophet, for the people of his time and ours. 

I was also inspired by Sister Maria Cimperman’s book Religious Life for our World. Creating 

Communities of Hope.  While I have had the book for a while and have read it, I revisited it because 
I wanted to know more about how we, as a Congregation, can look to the future with hope.  The 
dedication of her book is to:  All women and men in consecrated life around the globe who in 

manifold ways pray, build communities and minister at the peripheries.  Thank you to your love in 

action.                                                                                                   HOPE, continued on page 9 
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St. Joseph Province 

Province Zoom Meetings 

We have held scheduled meetings of the province by zoom since the outbreak of the pandemic.  
On March 9th, the meeting of the community / house leaders was held virtually.  A gathering of 
the whole community for the first half of the year was on the 14th.  As the ways of dealing with 
the pandemic have changed and the regulations have been eased, the province hopes to have face 
to face meetings gradually.   

Rite of Burying Cremains 

The Sisters gathered in 
Baekseok, the Diocesan 
Cemetery in Incheon, on 
March 28th for the Rite of 
burying the cremains of 
Sister Agnes Gumsoon 
Lee, who departed this life 
on July 30, 2021.  Her body 

and organs were donated to the hospital, according to her will.  It 
was then time to bring back the remains and bury them in the 
grave.  The Sisters remembered and prayed for her and gave 
thanks to our Provident God.  May she rest in peace!   
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Donations for Those in Need 

The province made a donation (approximately $4000) to the Bishop of Chunchen Diocese to allow 
him to use it for those in need, those suffering from the wildfire in the Kangwon Province.  The 
money had been saved by the province for the needy and for Easter gifts.  At the time, the Sisters 
decided to use it for the victims, especially the money which was set aside for Easter gifts.  We 
hope and pray that in solidarity with these people, they are encouraged and can live again their 
ordinary lives. 

 

Missioning to Peru 

Sister Serena Hyunmi Hong’s dream finally came true as she was 
sent to Peru as a missionary on April 8th.  She could have left for 
Peru in the early morning about two years ago, but her flight was 
cancelled during the night because of the pandemic regulations of 
Peru.  Now she lives with the Peruvian Sisters in a local 
community.  We believe our Provident God will guide her, 
according to his will 
and we pray for 
Sister Serena. 

 

 

 
 

Providence Companions 

The members of Providence Companions had meetings 
virtually in the last two years due to the pandemic.  They 
resumed face-to-face meetings in the Motherhouse on April 
23rd.  They gathered by group, from the first to the sixth, 
based on their beginnings as Providence Companions, 
listening to lectures given by Sisters, with different themes.  
The mission of the Congregation (second group, Sister Teresa 
Joo), the Providence Spirit (third group, Sister Maria Kim), 
the history of the Congregation (fourth group, Sister Maria 
Choi), the Founders and our Charism (fifth group, Sister Noel 
Han), the Congregation and Providence Companions (sixth 
group, Sister Wilma Kim).  During Mass in the afternoon, 
there were the rites for entrance of twelve people, for first 
commitment for twelve people and for the renewal of 
commitments by four people. 
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Silver Jubilee 

On May 1st, two Sisters, Sister Miriam Oksoo 
Kim and Sister Anna Youngju Chin, 
celebrated their Silver Jubilee at St. Joseph 
Chapel in the Motherhouse.  They renewed 
their vows as Sisters of Divine Providence 
during the Mass celebrated by Father Peter 
Hyunchang Park, the President of Hyomyeong 
High School, along with our other priests. 
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San Miguel Mission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Pilgrimage 

Confer Regional invited us to participate in the celebration of the Beatification of Sister Augustina de 
Jesus Rivas López, “Aguchita,” a Peruvian Sister of the Good Shepherd killed in 1990 by the terrorist 
group, Shining Path, which came to her little town, La Florida.  They took seven women and men 
together with Sister Augustina and one by one, they killed them.  Sister Augustina was the first Catholic 
Sister of Peru who was murdered together with the people, she wanted to support and serve.   

When Sr. Augustina was 67 years old, her desire was fulfilled to serve the indigenous people in the 
jungle area in the middle of Peru.  Sister Serena and Monika went together with a group of members of 
Confer (the Conference of Religious in Peru) to take part in this wonderful celebration in the little town 
of La Florida.  

 

Our Community in Huamali 

Now we are living together in Huamali, high in the 

mountains, in our community, which includes:  

Sisters Guillermina Nieto Fernández, Marivel 

Segundo Vargas, Renee Taipe Soto, Monika 

Mrosek and, since Easter, Sister Serena Hyungmi 

Hong. 
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Sister Guillermina, 
with the youth of the 
parish on Mother’s 
Day. 

 

 
 

Our House in Lima 

Our house in Lima, San Felipe does not exist anymore, as it was demolished to make room for the 
new construction.  We are very happy that the construction is underway.  In our weekly meetings 
we receive information about the development of the construction.  Sister Maria Cristina Prada 
Fuentes, our Mission Superior, lives together with 
Sister Antonia Pimienta Trujillo, together with the 
Sisters of the Clinic of Stella Maris.  Sister 
Antonia works as a home nurse in Lima at a 
program serving patients with TBC (tuberculosis).  
Sister Maria Cristina is responsible to be present 
to oversee the construction work and work 
together with the Construction Company, as she 
also responds to the needs of the Sisters of Mission 
San Miguel 

Sister Maria Cristina with the construction workers 
 

Marie de la Roche Province 
 

Kearns Spirituality Center Re-opens:  Plans New Programs 

Kearns Spirituality Center, a facility 
that provides a space for spiritual 
nourishment and retreats, reopened in 
March 2022 after a two-year closure, 
due to the pandemic.  Kearns is 
currently collaborating in PROSO 
(Providence Spiritual Outreach), a 
volunteer ministry of spiritual outreach 
offered by our Sisters and Associates, 
with the Sisters and Associates of the 
Congregation of Divine Providence of 
Texas.  
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PROSO Ministry offers retreats, conversation groups, workshops and spiritual direction.  Through 
collaboration with La Roche University, our Kearns facility is also a site for new community 
programs for the general public, offered through La Roche’s Center for Lifelong Learning. 
 

New Residential, Health Care Facility 

 
Progress continues.  The construction of our new three-
story residential and health care facility, The Commons at 
Providence Heights, continues to progress.  During spring 
2022, the drywall, insulation, plumbing and HVAC were 
installed on the inside of the building, and the vinyl siding 
and porches were installed on the outside of the building.  
With completion expected in fall 2022, The Commons will 
consist of a mix of health care rooms, private independent 
rooms and apartments and offer up-to-date care for our 
Sisters’ current and future health care needs.   

To read more about The Commons and see photos, visit 
cdpsisters.org/TheCommons 
 

Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

New Playground for Finthen 
 

Remodeling Playground Kindergarten 
               at St. Martin /Mainz Finthen 

After saying goodbye to the chestnut tree in 
July 2019, the playground had lost its 
center.  The atmosphere that was created by 
the shady tree had been lost.  In addition, 
some playground equipment had become 
unusable and had to be dismantled.  Others 
again no longer complied with safety 
regulations.  There were no longer enough 
play opportunities for the children.  In 
addition, awnings were urgently needed to 
provide shade.  

This whole situation led the provincial 
leadership to decide that the entire site should be redesigned.  An architect was commissioned for 
the planning.  She drew up a construction plan for the entire site.  She took into account the wishes 
and needs of the children and the suggestions of the educators and parents. 
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In January 2021, the remodeling of the yard could be 
started.  For many months, the entire playground 
resembled a large construction site.  During this time, the 
children could only play in small demarcated areas of the 
yard. 

Then, finally in January 2022 all the new playground 
equipment was in place and the new planting was also 
completed. It still took some time until the newly planted 
bushes and trees turned green. In spring, the Sisters of the 
Provincial Council were pleased to see that their 
investment in the future of the institution had paid off.  
The photos of the new playground show the successful 
implementation of the joint planning. 

Mainz, May 15, 2022 
Sr. M. Veritas Straka 

 

 

 

 

HOPE, continued from p. 2 …  Our question then is what are the compelling calls today to which 
we, as Sisters and Associates of Divine Providence, are called to respond.  We know that the call 
of religious life has always been within a particular context, amid a particular need.  What was it 
that inspired Bishop Ketteler to found a religious community of women?  Why did he invite Marie 
de la Roche to join him in this effort?  Knowing that we cannot meet all the cries of the people 
living today nor all the cries of the earth, what is ours to do?  What do these times ask of us in 
ministry?  What is it that is ours to do that will assuage the suffering of people and the earth?  What 
is in our power to do and do very well?  No matter what it is to which we give our energy, we 
know that it requires the whole of ourselves – while our call is to ministry, it is in the context of 
community and supported by prayer.  Our ministry may change as we age and be modified by our 
physical condition and limitations, but as Congregational members we are always called to do 
what we can.  It may change from “full-time activity” to “part-time.”  The part-time may be in 
support to those that are working full time, for example, in writing letters, making phone calls, 
preparing food for the homeless or visiting with those experiencing difficulty.  We need to keep 
aware of what the issues are for the earth and for society, thus studying encyclical letters coming 
from Pope Francis, such as Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti.   

Sister Virginia Medina Perez with the children 
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Our entire globe is going through a massive transition, much of which we, as inhabitants of the 
earth, are partly responsible for by our behavior on the Earth.  Religious Life, as well, is going 
through a seismic change, largely due to demographic changes and perhaps, relevancy.  As 
religious communities go through necessary organizational changes, many communities are 
discovering a deeper invitation as they listen and respond to God’s call to new life, thus creating 
new pathways to the future.  As we, Sisters of Divine Providence, bring together God’s call, the 
global needs, our charism, prayer, living the vows that define our lives, living in community, we 
look to the future with hope.  As we face the difficult situations of today, we take comfort that 
Jeremiah 29:11 is not a promise to rescue us from pain, hardship or suffering, but rather a promise 
that God is with us, will prosper us and give us, as a community, a future full of hope.   
 

Sources: 
The Unknown:  A Place of Potential and Possibility, Occasional Papers, Winter 2022.  The Leadership 

Conference of Women Religious. 
Ted Dunn, Graced Crossroads:  Pathways to Deep Change and Transformation, CCS Publications, St. 

Charles, Missouri, 2020. 
Maria Cimperman, RSCJ, Religious Life for Our World:  Creating Communities of Hope. Orbis Books, 

Maryknoll, NY, 2020. 
The New American Bible, Revised Edition 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The 2022 theme for “Global Connections,” flows from our Chapter:  

Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ: 

Shaping our Future Courageously; 

Looking to the Future with HOPE 

Articles for the fall issue are due by August 31st.  Publication will be mid-October. 
 

2022 

July 31-Aug 5 – Marie de la Roche 

Provincial Chapter of Affairs, 

Pittsburgh, USA 

Aug 15-17, Sept 28-29 – Emmanuel von 

Ketteler Provincial Chapter, Germany 

Nov. 11-13 - Marie de la Roche Provincial 

Chapter of Elections, Pittsburgh, USA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 
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Congregational Chapter 2022 

As you know, from June 11-24, an enlarged body of Chapter participants, 34 Sisters from 
throughout our international community, came together in St. Louis, Missouri USA, for our 24th 
Congregational Chapter.  We want to thank all our Sisters and Associates for your prayer, support 
and outreach, as you called upon the Holy Spirit to guide our experience and to gift us with wisdom 
and grace during our Chapter. 

As the Chapter began, the enlarged number of participants were approved as full Delegates, called 
forth by our Constitutions, “to exercise the highest internal authority of the Congregation…in an 
extraordinary way.”  The Chapter members addressed issues of concern “… for the welfare of the 
whole Community.”  We had the “responsibility to promote the mission of the Congregation, to 
foster awareness of the Providence of God, and to further the Congregation’s ministries, its unity, 
and its growth.” (Constitutions #73)   

During these days, we met, prayed, and spoke together with honesty and deep faith, as we shared 
our insights, considered the possibilities, and planned for our next four years as a Congregation.  
Our attention was focused simultaneously on the internal life of the community, on living in the 
spirit of Jesus Christ, on our community living and our ministries, as well as on the ministerial 
witness and outreach of the Congregation in response to the urgent social needs of our world.  

As a result of our communal reflections, we affirmed the following Directional Statement: 

Impelled by the spirit of Jesus Christ, 

who is Providence incarnate, 

and faithful to our charism and mission, 

we, the sisters of Divine Providence, 

commit ourselves to: 

actualizing intercultural living based on a growing understanding of each other 

through creative ways, particularly technology; 

caring for creation and the vulnerable on the periphery; 

sharing our resources transparently and collaboratively 

As in the past, we experienced God’s presence and grace 
through our daily celebration of morning prayer and the 
Eucharistic liturgy, as we entered into each prayer in word 
and song in all the languages of our Congregation.  These 
daily communal experiences supported our dialogue, our 
openness and our deep listening to one another and to God.   

As we ended our Chapter, we held elections for our next 
Congregational Leadership Team, the Sisters who accepted 
election and who will assume their leadership responsibilities 
in mid-November.  Sister Barbara McMullen was elected 
Congregational Leader; Sisters Rosa Eunsoon Kim, Maria 
Youngmi Kim, and Mary Francis Fletcher were elected as 
her Congregational Councillors.   

Much more information will be shared in the future to involve all of us together in implementing 
the decisions and recommendations of the Congregational Chapter.  

 


