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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 

of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 

in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 

loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

 

 

 IMPELLED BY THE 

SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST: 

SHAPING OUR FUTURE 

COURAGEOUSLY 

Sister Liberata Ricker 

Again the world changed in a rapid 

and life-threatening way.  It is the 

time of great onsets, upheavals, reorientation, contrasts and 

political and military balance of power, injustice and exploitation 

of power.  Human rights are treated with contempt.  Russian 

troops invaded the Ukraine and the Kremlin in Moscow pursues 

the goal to annex the country again, as it was at the time of the 

Soviet Union, and to deprive the people of the freedom for self-

determination.  The entire world takes an interest in this genocide 

and in the breach of international law as it unfolds in our day.  We 

all hope that this war, especially regarding the use of nuclear 

weapons, will not spread further. 

Military superiority wants 

to shift forcibly, the 

contractual, recognized 

borders.  War has come again in Europe, which leaves many 

people here perplexed.  At our front door, two hours away 

by plane, people are fighting for their lives, for their country, 

for peace and justice.  They look for temporary shelter in 

cellars of bombed-out buildings and in subway tunnels.  

Ukrainian refugees fleeing the war are welcomed with open 

arms in the member states of the European Union.  The first 

refugees have already arrived here in Frankfurt. 
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Solidarity with the people of Ukraine becomes 

apparent in many ways in world affairs.  The 

Klinikum in Darmstadt, in which I am involved, is 

on the way to deliver donated medical equipment 

and medication, heading in the direction of the 

Ukrainian border, together with a convoy from the 

city of Darmstadt.  The Church with its aid 

agencies sets visible signs related to the call of 

Jesus’ teachings to take a stand for justice, peace 

and reconciliation.  […] This message is addressed 

to all people.1   

Standing shoulder-to-shoulder, our Congre-gation 

has declared its solidarity with the people of 

Ukraine too, joining in a worldwide-prayer network.2 

With this mandate and this mission in this changing process of a war in Europe and the crises in 

the world, our Congregation heads with rapid strides unstoppably towards our Congregational 

Chapter in June this year.  Many preparations have been initiated. 

I enquired about the meaning and significance of our Logo 3 , 

together with the theme “Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ:  

Shaping Our Future Courageously” among people of various age 

groups and different faiths outside of our religious community.4  In 

their answers they revealed that it was difficult to understand the 

abbreviation CDP of our name.  This term needed again and again 

an interpretation and clarification, as I was asked, e.g. “For me as 

a lay person it is necessary to explain the abbreviation CDP.  One of the statements of a respondent 

touched me especially and therefore I would like to convey it to you: 

“The motto is excellent, outgoing from the cross there are winding, disrupted paths in various 

changing thickness, which shows the struggling for the right path into the future.  At the 

same time, it implies several paths which might exist at different times so that the direction 

might change and that we are able to shape the future with Christ also in the hope that he is 

carrying us. [….]  One needs a lot of courage and confidence to walk this path.” 

The journey of our God with us personally and in the life of the history of our community was not 

always straight, partially bold and marked by defeats, but also by strength and courage to walk this 

path, committed to social justice, peace and reconciliation, in solidarity and mutual strengthening 

on the foundation of our founders, we shape our future step-by-step.  Amidst the hardships and the 

threatening life situations of war, power and violence, we are carried by the hope that God’s Spirit 

will guide us through this Chapter in June of this year and in our and God’s future.  This is the 

reality and message of our Providential God amidst us.  We invite you to get up and walk this path 

with us courageously. 

 
1 Hirtenbrief zur österlichen Bußzeit von Kardinal Reinhard Marx 2022 [Pastoral letter for Lent 2022]. 
2 Appeal of the congregational leader, Sister Maria Fest, on February 28, 2022. 
3 Logo for Congregational Chapter in 4 languages, English, Korean, Spanish and German, was approved 
and adopted by the congregational leadership team in 2020. 

4 Anonymous Survey:  by Sr. Liberata on 02/03/2022 
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Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

Germany and War in Ukraine 

Our Chancellor Scholz spoke of a turning point in time when it was decided in the Bundestag to 

support Ukraine with arms deliveries for defense and to better arm the Bundeswehr. We lived in 

peace for seven decades thinking we didn't need that. 

The war in Europe is very close to us, a distance from Berlin to Munich, by plane, two hours.  This 

makes people afraid of a third world 

war. We follow spellbound, in the 

media, the reports, news, interviews 

with reporters in Ukraine, Moscow and 

the border regions. 

It was a matter of course that people in 

Germany refrained from boisterous 

carnival celebrations and parades on 

Shrove Monday.  Instead, a peace 

demonstration was held in Cologne with 

250,000 people and in Berlin at the 

Brandenburg Gate with 500,000 people. 

Meanwhile, 1 million people have fled 

the war zones, especially the cities, most of them to Poland, Hungary, Slovenia, Romania.  The 

majority are young women with small children.  The men take them to the border and then say 

goodbye in heartbreaking scenes, because they do not know if they will see their wives and 

children again.  All 18-60 year-old men have to stay and defend the country.  The people are 

desperate, but they fight, morally supported by their president, with all their strength and courage 

for their freedom and their country. 

About 5,000 people have arrived in Germany and have been received with helping hands and much 

compassion.  People often go to relatives, friends and acquaintances, here and in other European 

countries.  In many German cities relief supplies are being collected and transported to the Polish 

border to be brought into the country by Ukrainian 

vehicles.  In many churches and also in our 

convents, prayers for peace are held to implore 

God's help for the Ukrainian people. 

Because of the sanctions against Russia, Germany 

accepts great financial losses and disadvantages, 

but human lives are more important than money 

and constraints!  So our solidarity and sympathy 

are with the Ukrainian people.  We wish them 

PEACE with all our hearts!  

Sr. Angelika Hufgard 

Mainz, March 3, 2022 
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104th Birthday Celebration 

Sister Asteria König was 104 on January 26, 2022   

On this important day, we were disappointed that we could only 

celebrate Sister Asteria's birthday with the Sisters of the convent 

in Aschaffenburg.  The "Corona" 

virus did not allow us to invite 

other guests.  Sisters Maria-

Theresia Laux, Maria Cruz León 

and I attended the festive afternoon 

coffee.   

Sister Asteria has her regular daily 

routine.  She prays a lot and writes 

detailed letters to relatives and 

acquaintances.  Unfortunately, she 

can no longer make phone calls.  

Hopefully God will give her the grace to plant the small garden in 

front of the refectory in the spring.  In the fall she took care of all the 

garden tools, preparing them for winter.  She is ready for the 

spring and is looking forward to seeing how the garden can be 

redesigned.                                      Sister Clementine Fritscher 
 

 

St. Joseph Province 

Greeting the New Year 

This year, the ceremony to “Greet the New Year” was held by Zoom on January 3, 2022.  All the 

members, including the Sisters in other countries, were present.  The members of each community 

gathered in a place to greet other Sisters on the screen.  A greeting speech was given by the Sister 

Stella Changsoon Chung, Provincial, and each Councillor talked about her plans for this year.  

Sister Stella announced the reorganization of provincial committees into three:  the Committee on 

Aging, the Providence Spirituality Committee and the JPIC Committee (Justice, Peace and the 

Integrity of Creation).  She added that each Sister could choose to be a member of the Committees 

as they wanted to do so.  The Body of the Province was also reorganized.  The number of the 

members would be increased from three to six.  The Chairs of each Committee would be ex-officio 

in the Body, and three other Sisters would be elected by all the Sisters.  At the end of the ceremony, 

each Sister was asked to decide what to do with other community members, as a way to carry out 

the 2022 goal of the Province, which is to be “Stewards who praise the Creator and respect His/Her 

creation.”  Those ways of practicing it would be collected before the end of February. 

Below are the province’s annual goals (2022~2026) 

2022:  Stewards who praise the Creator and respect His/Her creation 

2023:  Ecological conversion and transformation for the healing of the world 

2024:  Listening to and embracing the urgent cries 

2025:  Serving God’s people beyond boundaries interculturally 

2026:  Becoming good news to all creation courageously   

Sr. Maria Cruz León with a gift of 

a pink cyclamen for Sr. Asteria 

[Sister Asteria enjoying Black Forest 

Cake (Schwartzwälder Kirsch torte) 
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Studying and Discussing Synodality 

The Sisters at the Motherhouse and La Roche Hall were asked by the Diocese of Suwon to study 

and reflect on materials prepared by the diocese about Synodality.  After doing that, they shared 

their experiences or ideas on the following questions and then summarized their sharing to submit 

to the diocese.   

 What areas do our congregation 

(communities) pay attention to and 

focus on in order to live out the 

spirituality of Synodality (common 

consensus, common participation)? 

 What would be challenges in carrying 

out the spirit of “synodality” in the 

Congregation (communities)? 

 What ways and processes does the 

Congregation use as it makes decisions 

in the community?  Do the ways have 

transparency and responsibility? 

Perpetual Vows 

Sister Teresa Chaegyeong Yook professed her perpetual 

vows during the mass celebrated by Bishop Leno Seong 

Hyo Lee on February 5th at St. Joseph Chapel in the 

motherhouse.  Attending the mass were some of the 

sisters from local houses, her family members, officers 

of Providence Family and Providence Companions, as 

well as the Sisters in the motherhouse and La Roche Hall. 

Due to Covid-19, others were not invited.  Afterward, Sr. 

Teresa was assigned to work at a parish in the Diocese 

of Gwangju. 
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San Miguel Mission 
 

Lima Convent 

Since 2017 when the convent on San Felipe Avenue was 

evaluated and found to need major repairs, plans have been 

underway for a new building, one which would have space for 

older Sisters who might need more care and space for younger 

women in formation, a place for ministry which could provide 

a home for young women coming from poor areas outside of 

Lima and a building which could be sustainable.  Some details 

were shared previously through the congregational E-News and this quarterly newsletter. 

The Welcome Home Project, as it became known in 2018 (it’s logo is above), was envisioned and 

planned by the community in Peru.  The Kairós Community worked closely with all the Sisters 

and with a smaller committee of Sisters, as well as with the Congregational Leadership Team, to 

make the dream a reality.  The Kairós Community was founded to work with and support the needs 

of religious communities and it’s representatives have been there at every moment to assist in what 

the Mission needed for this project.  The planned building was to be three floors, with two sections, 

one for the Sisters and the other for a residence for the young women.  Under the building, two 

levels of a parking garage were designed.  Parking is very much needed in that local area for 

businesses and for universities and it’s operation could provide an income to help support the costs 

of operations and building maintenance. 

An article in the July, 2018 issue of Global Connections, stated:  

Along with a new home for the Sisters, a residence is planned for young women studying 

at the universities and other institutes of learning or coming in to Lima to work for a period 

of time.  These women will be able to live at the residence on a sliding payment scale, 

including some with full scholarship.   

Throughout 2019, the project moved forward slowly; plans were drawn, many regulatory issues 

were addressed and, by December, all the permits and licenses had been obtained for the 

construction to begin.  Early in 2020, final details were being settled and documents to request 

bids from a number of building 

companies were being prepared.  

However, Covid-19 intervened and, 

due to the pandemic, all construction 

projects had to be put on hold.  We 

have had to wait until late 2021 to 

move forward again.  As the project 

was restarted, it was also somewhat 

downsized, with the building now 

only two floors and fewer rooms for 

young women residents, and still with 

two levels for underground parking. 
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Beginning on December 8, 2021, the Sisters 

prepared to move and empty their home before 

its demolition.  They worked together for 

several weeks, along workers from Kairós, to 

organize all the furnishings and goods in their 

home, packing what they would use in their 

new home, and distributing what they no 

longer needed.  As they finished this massive 

task, the Sisters planned a meal together with 

their Kairós counterparts and enjoyed time to 

thank each one for all their efforts which made 

the work manageable  

After the Sisters moved from the house, some of 

the other materials, things like doors and bathroom 

fixtures, were also removed and sold.  All that they 

were keeping for their new home was moved to a 

safe place for storage, until the new building is 

ready.   

On January 23rd, the Sisters celebrated with a 

ritual of remembering and a Service of the Word, 

a farewell tour, and a sharing of gratitude as they 

remembered past events in their home.  They 

ended with the transferral of the statue of Our 

Lady of Divine Providence to St. Anthony of 

Padua Church.  There they celebrated mass with 

the pastor, a Franciscan, responsible for the parish. 

Three bids were received for 

the project and Puerta de 

Tierra (Earth-Gate) was 

selected as the construction 

company.  In the photo, the 

contract with the construc-

tion company has just been 

signed on the altar in the 

convent.  The project began 

with the demolition on 

February 21.  It is scheduled 

for seven months and will be 

completed by the end of 

September.   

 
 

 
 

[left to right:  Architect Emilio Gómez de la Torre Kusianovich, 

Puerta de Tierra, Sister Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes, Mission 

Superior, and Sister Monika Mrosek, members of the Sisters Building 

Committee, and Henry Vásquez La Serna, Kairós] 
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Marie de la Roche Province 
 

Bridges of Providence 
 

New ministry advocates for women entrepreneurs in underdeveloped countries 

Bridges of Providence, a ministry developed to financially support entrepreneurship projects of 

poor women in underdeveloped countries, was realized in 2021.  Sponsored by the Ketteler for 

Justice Committee of the Sisters of 

Divine Providence and the 

province’s Associates, under the 

direction of Sister Bertshabé 

Palomino-Montalvo, this ministry 

assists women who want to improve 

the quality of life for themselves and 

their families by generating income 

through starting their own small 

businesses. Visit 

cdpsisters.org/MissionAtWork2021 

to read more about our families. 

Catholic Sisters Week 

Catholic Sisters Week event addresses care of Mother Earth 

From March 8-14 2022, we shined a light on the spirituality, mission and community building of 

women religious.  In the name of our Founder, Bishop Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, we 

challenged ourselves, Sisters and Associates of the Marie de la Roche Province, to carry on his 

legacy of social justice by addressing the issues of our 

day, which includes the care of Mother Earth herself.  

As a Day of Public Witness on March 14, we stood 

together with Sisters, Associates and friends in the 

spirit of our Holy Father’s call “Laudato Si,” to thank 

God for the gifts we’ve been given, to ask forgiveness 

for all the ways we have damaged (even destroyed) 

these gifts and commit to protect our water and all our 

environmental world from harm.  We met at 

Allegheny Landing in Pittsburgh, which is within 

sight of the confluence of the three rivers, the Ohio, 

Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, and participated 

in a short program followed by a river trail cleanup for 

those who were able. 
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Woman of Providence Award 
 

Sister Janet Folkl Receives Woman of Providence Award 

In 1963, the Sisters of Divine Providence founded La Roche University and named it for the  

co-founder of our religious community, Mother Marie de la Roche.  Since then, the Sisters have 

taken a vital interest in the ongoing mission and development of the college and continue to 

animate the values and inspire the college community.  The Woman of Providence Award is given 

annually at the spring Commencement to a member of the Congregation of Divine Providence 

whose life of service, as a part of the mission of the Congregation, is a compelling example of 

God’s Providence made visible.   

Sister Janet Folkl entered the Sisters of Divine Providence on June 26, 1960, in St. Louis. Her 

vocation was inspired and nurtured by the women religious who were her teachers.  Sister Janet 

received her Bachelor of Arts in Theology and Master of Arts in Spirituality from St. Louis 

University.  In the early part of her ministry, Sister Janet was a teacher in elementary schools in 

Missouri – including North American Martyrs School in Florissant, St. John’s School in Imperial, 

Ascension and Mt. Providence Schools in Normandy and also in St. Mark’s School in Venice, IL. 

She served as well in formation ministry within the community and directed retreats.  After 

teaching, she worked as a pastoral associate in Blue Springs, MO and St. Louis, MO, coordinating 

adult faith formation programs, including the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA.)   

From 1990-2001, Sister Janet served in provincial leadership in the former St. Louis Province.  In 

2003, she moved to Kingston, MA, to be the novice director and to teach at Sacred Heart High 

School.  From 2007-2016, she served as the General Superior of the Congregation, which includes 

provinces in Germany, Korea, and North America/Caribbean, with 

mission in Peru and Santo Domingo.  In 2017, she moved to Pittsburgh 

to serve at La Roche University as the associate campus minister.   

Living her Community’s charism of trust in Divine Providence has 

been, Sister Janet says, "a participation in the dance of grace and 

freedom."  Trusting that life and all that she has is a gift has led her to 

respond to the needs of the Community and the world.  Through her 

ministries and her community living, she has experienced a rich 

diversity of opportunities for learning and generous giving.  Self-

described as enthusiastic, encouraging and grateful, Sister Janet enjoys 

reading, movies, sports and dancing. 
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NOTE:  The 2022 theme for “Global Connections,” flows from our Chapter:  

Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ: 

Shaping our Future Courageously; 

Looking to the Future with HOPE 

Articles for the summer issue are due by May 20th.  Publication will be mid-July. 
 

2022 

May 17-19 – Congregational Chapter 

Participant Orientation Sessions 

June 11-24 – Congregational Chapter 

in St. Louis, USA 

July 31-Aug 5 – Marie de la Roche 

Provincial Chapter of Affairs, 

Pittsburgh, USA 

Aug 15-17, Sept 28-29 – Emmanuel von 

Ketteler Provincial Chapter, Germany 

Nov. 11 – Marie de la Roche Provincial 

Chapter of Elections, Pittsburgh, USA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 


