
Time present and time past 

Are both present in time future, 

and time future contained in time past. 
T.S. Eliot, Burnt Norton 

Foundation Day, 2022 

 

Dear Sisters and Associates, 

On September 29th, we once again celebrate the “birthday” of our Congregation – this year 

marks the 171st anniversary of our founding!  In spite of the challenges of this time, let us 

celebrate this day with much joy and gratitude for all the Congregation has been for us, and 

continues to be for countless people and for the earth and its “community” as well.   

Each year as I write this letter, I basically recall our founding and the impact that the 

Congregation has had not only on us, but countless people who have been influenced by its 

members.  This year, I would like to take a different approach.  Perhaps this new approach is 

more appropriate for where we are now as a Congregation, as well as where I am personally, as  

I complete six years as the Congregational Leader.  

What follows is a reflection called Time/Without Time by Sister Katherine Jean Cowan, O.P.       

I have taken some liberty in changing the text to make it better fit our reality today, but it is 

basically her work.   

Time, intertwining, interlocking in past, present, future, is God’s gift to us.  

In this gracious mystery, God pushes us into life that,  

without Time, God might, in love, draw us eternally into Himself. 

Only, we know that today is but a preparation for tomorrow;  

only we will stand in the future tracing that moment back to today and yesterday;  

only we are asked to live in a temporary world to witness to an eternal destiny. 

For as we stand in the present, confronting the past and the future,  

that destiny has already begun.   

Called, to live forever with God we have not been thrown into life 

to struggle alone towards our Creator.  Rather in all that we touch 

we are forced against the overwhelming truth that our God is Emmanuel, 

God with us, now and always.   

Mindful that we cannot grasp in instantaneous thought, God’s reality, 

God has given us TIME, that we may come to know Him. 

So, in time, our God proclaims through nature, through ourselves, 

through His word, that He is with us. 

Standing before the rising sun, we taste God’s loving care, 

Daily our God calls the ball of fire from the black mountains;  

daily God flames it across the sky, that in its light  

we might dance, sing, play before our Creator; 

daily God slips it from our view, that in its darkness we may find rest. 



In the rhythm of this light, we live in a world we did not make, 

in a world we barely understand,  

but in a world that nourishes us and reflects Life itself. 

Examining the rhythm of our lives, we see  

that this God of Light calls continually into our darkness, to draw us to Himself;  

that this God leads us in ways which are good for us,  

that teaches us the truth and lays the world at our feet.   

Look at the people God calls into our lives, the good he allows us to do; 

the evil God keeps from us. 

All of this says one thing, God is with us.   

Opening His word, we read that our God is Lord and  

exercises His authority in loving concern for His creation;  

that He is Shepherd caring for the weak and the injured; 

that he is Father/Mother, lover of life.   

And He tells us this: 

because we are precious in His sight, 

because He loves us, 

because He is with us. 

But we must remember:  

we who are called to witness such mysteries are also called to witness to the Mystery.   

We are to gather creation in our prayer and return it to our God. 

We are to say with every act of our being, God is and God is with us. 

Time has been given to us to prepare us for that Time without Time 

When our God shows us Himself.   

On many levels, we are living in challenging times.  Can we remember Mother Marie’s words – 

that difficult times lead to light through love and grace?  And can we, like contemporary author, 

Anne Lamont, know that grace meets us where we are, but does not leave us where it found us?   

Sisters and Associates, let us keep each other in prayer as we navigate through these challenging 

times and continue to discern what is needed today.  And let us remain faithful to the call that is 

ours, at this time in our history as Sisters and Associates of Divine Providence.   

Know that I am grateful for the many ways you supported me over the past six years and showed 

me the face of God.  

Sisters Mary Francis, Rosa and Liberata join me in extending congratulations to all of us, as 

together we commemorate the 171th anniversary of our foundation. 

Sister Maria Fest 
Sister Maria Fest,  

Congregational Leader 


