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THANKS / NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS 

We are grateful for all the cards we received wishing us the blessings of the Christmas Season 

and extending best wishes for the new year.  The beginning of a new year encourages us to begin 

anew in spiritual, communal and personal endeavors.  It was a low-key holiday season for us at 

the Generalate Residence, as I am sure it was for you as well.  We feel especially blessed that we 

were able to attend the Christmas Day liturgy at our local church, St. Francis of Assisi.  Because 

New Year’s Day fell on a Saturday, it was not a holy day of obligation, thus we had no liturgy to 

start the new year.  This was a little disappointing.   

This year, the Christmas contribution that we gave, in the name of the Congregation, went to 

Providence Rescue Mission.  In their words:  At the Mission, we treat the whole person – 

addressing not only their practical needs, such as a hot meal, safe emergency shelter and other 

essential services, but also the root issues of homelessness and addiction, which are often 

spiritual.  From a place of hunger, loneliness and despair, to one of hope, new meaning and an 

opportunity to enter the “Road to Recovery Discipleship Program” and become equipped to live 

a full independent life. 

As we begin a new year, we pray in thanksgiving for each of you and wish you a blessed and 

grace-filled 2022.  In spite of all that we have learned from the pandemic and all the blessings 

that we acknowledge may have come to us because of the pandemic, I think we were all ready to 

be finished with 2021 and we gladly welcomed 2022 with 

new hopes and promises.  Perhaps the pandemic and all of 

its challenges gives a whole new meaning to the 13th century 

theologian, philosopher and mystic, Meister Eckhart’s 

words, as we bid farewell to 2021 “…And suddenly you 

know it’s time to start something new and trust the magic of 

beginnings.” 

There is no denying the past eighteen months have been 

difficult, but our Provident God provided what we needed to 

survive these challenging times in which we are living.   
 

 

Sister Myra Rodgers 

As you know Sister Myra Rodgers passed away on December 25, the day we celebrate Christ’s 

birth and the birthday of our Founder, Bishop Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler.  Sr. Inesita 

Vélez Negron, who was a General Councillor when Sister Myra was General Superior, had spent 

about two months at Providence House, which was comforting to Sister Myra, and helpful to the 

Nursing Staff.  We, at the Generalate, were pleased to be able to attend her funeral liturgy which 

was held at Providence House in Kingston.  Sister Myra was laid to rest in the cemetery there.   



The funeral liturgy was celebrated by a long-time priest-friend, 

Father Nick Smith, who was pastor at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

where the General Leadership Team worshipped when they 

moved to Wakefield, Rhode Island.  Father Nick was very 

appreciative of the Sisters’ participation in the Parish and, in his 

homily at Sister Myra’s funeral, he remarked what a difference 

they made when they became involved in the Parish.  The 

funeral was restricted because of the pandemic.  Those in 

attendance were the Sisters and nursing staff at Providence 

House and the Congregational Leadership Team.  Actually, we 

brought the celebrant to the funeral liturgy.  Also present at the 

Funeral were three Sisters from our Peru Region, whom Sister 

Myra helped to relocate to the U.S., Sisters Gladys Segovia 

León, Nélida Naveros Córdova, and Bertshabé (Betsa) Palomino 

Montalvo.  Sisters Gladys and Betsa livestreamed the funeral 

mass, which made it possible for the Sisters in U.S. convents to follow the funeral and burial 

service.  In my remarks toward the end of the funeral liturgy, I said that Sister Myra could be 

likened to a midwife as she brought new life to the Congregation.  Sister Inesita followed my 

remarks and remembered their efforts in bringing the three Provinces in Germany into one 

unified Province and the three Provinces in the U.S. into one unified Province.  In order to 

complete this feat, all those in elected leadership served an extra year in office.  Because the 

Sisters living at the Provincial House in Pittsburgh and Sister Myra’s family were unable to 

attend the funeral, a memorial liturgy for Sister Myra was planned at the Mother of Divine 

Providence Chapel at the Provincial House for Saturday, January 22.  

 Sister Maria Fest 
 

HOUSE OF WELCOME 

Mission San Miguel has resumed their building project which was on hold since COVID 19 

halted all construction projects in Peru in 2020.  All the preliminary work leading up to 

construction had been completed, when in May of 2020 everything came to a halt.  As they 

began again, the Sisters met to decide whether they wanted to continue with the house that had 

been planned and designed and for which they had all the permits, or whether they wanted to sell 

the property and look for a new house in Lima.  Through some independent evaluations, the 

Sisters had been told that their house had significant opportunities for them because of its central 

location in Lima in a district that had technical schools, colleges and universities.  Their location 

was also ideal for churches where they worship, doctors’ offices, clinics and hospitals.  The new 

building was planned to have two levels of underground garages and three stories for living and 

ministry.  After agreeing to keep the site and their plans, the Sisters decided to make the building 

only two stories to start, with the ability to complete the third floor later, if they need it.  They 

also opted to eliminate one of the two elevators.  Again, they would have the shaft installed with 

this construction with the capability of adding the elevator, if needed.  The two parking garages 

would be a source of income for the Sisters.  The building would also house twelve rooms for the 

Internada Program for young women coming from the mountain and/or jungle areas to attend 

schools in Lima.  This ministry would provide a great service to the poorer people and would 

also be a source of income for the Sisters. 



At this time, the building Committee has been reestablished and Henry Vásquez La Serna of the 

Kairós Community has been named the representative of the owner and is working on our behalf.  

Shortly after Christmas, the Lima house was emptied and the furnishings to be retained were put 

into storage.  The Sisters have relocated to Huamali or Stella Maris Hospital Convent in Lima.  

The Building Committee, consisting of Sisters Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes, Monika Mrosek 

and Rosario Alvarez Frisancho, will meet regularly during the construction process and address 

the issues.  Henry, as the Owner’s Representative, will meet with the Congregational Leadership 

Team every two to three weeks.  The projected time for the completion of the House of Welcome 

is mid-September.  The advantage of building now is that Peru is in its summer season.  
 

 

GENERAL AND PROVINCIAL CHAPTERS 

As you know the 24th General Chapter, now called the 

Congregational Chapter, will be held in St. Louis at the 

Sheraton Westport Chalet from June 11-24.  As we have 

shared before, it was necessary to move the Chapter to a hotel 

because we could not provide a safe environment for the 

Chapter that would keep all the Delegates and staff safe during the Chapter in these COVID 

and/or post COVUD times.  The Governance Commission worked hard to increase the number 

of delegates to the Chapter, so that we would have about 10% of the Congregation participating 

in the Chapter.  

The theme of the Congregational Chapter is Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ:  Shaping 

our Future Courageously.  This Chapter, perhaps even more than the recent Chapters, is critical 

as we plan for a future unknown to us, but surely known by our Provident God.  As a result of 

the 23rd Congregational Chapter, the Congregational Leadership Team formed four Commissions 

– Governance, Financial Stewardship, Formation and Mission & Internationality – each of which 

worked diligently identifying what would be needed for our future at this time in the life of the 

Congregation.  As a result of their work, a large part of the Chapter agenda was formed. 

As you know, the St. Joseph Province had their Provincial Chapter including elections in 

October.  Their 5th Provincial Chapter met from October 19-23, 2021.  In the words of Sister 

Teresa Youngsook Joo:  “We set a directional statement and elected the 6th Provincial 

Leadership Team, who will lead the Community for the next five years.”   

The Directional Statement of the St. Joseph Province is: 

We courageously become good news to all creation 

 through ecological conversion and 

transformation 

 through responding to the urgent cries 

 through intercultural interaction   

The 6th Provincial Leadership Team 

Sr. Stella Changsoon Chung, Provincial Leader 

Sr. Wilma Enjoo Kim, Assistant to the Provincial 

Sr. Columba Insook Kim, Provincial Councillor 

Sr. Monika Hyesook Jeong, Provincial Councillor 

Sr, Theresa Junga Bin, Provincial Councillor   



The Marie de la Roche Province is dividing their Chapter into two parts: 

Chapter of Affairs will be from July 31-August 5, 2022 

Chapter of Elections will be November 11-13   

The Chapter of elections will be preceded by a Discernment Retreat for Nominees from 

September 23-25, 2022.  The Marie de la Roche Province has also opted for a Chapter that uses  

a virtual, rather than an in-person, Chapter.  There are requirements around virtual participation 

and every sister being on her own device.  This style of Chapter for the Marie de la Roche 

Chapter was approved by the Congregational Leader(1) with her Council at their meeting on 

January 25th.  The Province is widespread through the U.S., Puerto Rico and Santo Domingo and 

this seemed to be the safest way to conduct the Provincial Chapter.   

The Emmanuel von Ketteler Province has not yet finalized the dates of their Provincial 

Chapter.  They are planning it for August, 2022. 

As we pray the prayer for our Congregational Chapter, let us also include our Province Chapters 

in that prayer as well.   

 
(1) Joao Braz, Card. De Aviv, prefect Institutes of Consecrated Life-Societies of Apostolic Life 
 


