
          Advent 2022 

Dear Sisters and Associates, 

This is my first letter to you as the new Congregational Leader.  At the Congregational Chapter I 
asked you for your prayers and blessings and you gave them.   I still count on them each day in 
this new ministry!  

To begin I want to thank our outgoing Congregational Leadership Team for their guidance and 
ministry over the last six years, especially in the difficult pandemic days.  We wish Sr. Maria Fest 
and Sr. Liberata all God’s blessings and I look forward to working with Sr. Rosa and Sr. Mary 
Francis as they continue this leadership ministry and to join with Sr. Maria Kim in this new 
leadership adventure together. 

The Advent season reminds me of hope and choice.  The Scripture stories in this season often 
speak of uncertainty, mystery, and the unknown.  Certainly, Elizabeth and Zachary, and Mary and 
Joseph faced the unknown with trustful courage as they allowed their journeys to unfold.  Each 
of them had a choice to say “Yes” to a new path God offered them.  I think they must have 
pondered the meaning of it in their lives from the angel’s first visit and all the days afterward. 

As Sisters and Associates of Divine Providence I believe that we are called to do the same 
pondering as we say Yes to God each day.  Some of our choices will demand a letting go and an 
embracing of the new.  I’m sure Mary and Joseph, Zachariah and Elizabeth had doubts and 
questions along the way as they wrestled with their decisions and choices.  We too will have 
emerging questions, feelings, and uncertainties in our unfolding journey.  It is, and will be part 
of, our transformative process as we step into the unknown future beckoning us.  However, we 
don’t walk that journey alone.  Grace and Providence lead the way.  

We live in times that are challenging and call us to reimagine our world and embrace hope even 
amid turmoil and uncertainty.  We are tasked to find new ways to respond to the social concerns 
of our day.  However, our Directional Statement and decisions from the Chapter have given us a 
place to begin.  Hopefully, those are embedded within our hearts and we are ready to say “Yes.”  
Remember that St. Paul tells us that to “each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 



common good.”  How we use our gifts will speak to others of our genuine spirituality and be a 
witness to our world of the charism we claim.   

Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote:  “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the 
darkness.”  Together we can walk this journey.  Together we can take each step forward and trust 
that Providence is leading us as we seek to make the choices necessary to live out our mission.  
Advent calls each one of us to make personal choices that allow for Jesus to come.  Part of our 
Congregational mission statement says:  In our “international congregation, rich in cultural 
diversity and united in trust and openness to the Providence of God”  we will be “God’s loving 
face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.”   This is the charism that we need to keep 
rediscovering and finding ways to re-express in these times.  May we never tire of making that 
charism visible in new ways! 

Advent is an invitation to us to allow the Incarnation to come alive in us so that we can help to 
create a world filled with justice, hope and peace for all.   

Sisters Rosa, Mary Francis, Maria and I count on your prayers as we begin this new leadership 
ministry together.  We wish you a Blessed and Happy Advent! 

With love and gratitude,  

Sister Barbara McMullen 
Sister Barbara McMullen 
Congregational Leader  


