
 

 

Advent-Christmas 2021 

 

Maranatha:  Come Lord Jesus! 

Dear Sisters and Associates, 

We find ourselves at this time of the year reciting this often-repeated Advent prayer.  Perhaps at 

this time we pray it with even more intensity when we consider all that we have endured during 

the past eighteen months.  During the Season of Advent, we often turn to the ancient prophets, 

Isaiah and Jeramiah, for the message they delivered to the people they were called to serve.  

These prophets were making promises to our ancestors which were difficult to believe.  And 

while this was difficult for the people of the prophet’s time, they are difficult for us to believe as 

well.   

The prophet Isaiah lived in a time when his land was threatened by invasion and conquest.  

He saw his task as one of giving the people hope and courage in the face of danger.  He 

saw that his task was to give people lifelines of hope and courage in the face of disaster.  

(Abbot Gregory Polan)   

Can we read the elements and figures of Isaiah’s prophecy as imagery that we translate into the 

situations of our own historical moment?  While our situation is not the same as the one the 

prophet Isaiah was dealing with when he encouraged them with words of hope and courage with 

God telling them, “Remember not the events of the past, the things of days gone by.  Behold I 

am doing something new!  Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”  The prophet did not 

promise immediate relief.  His ministry among the Israelites would last 41 years.  The Israelites 

had to live into the saving act of God.  For us today we may want to consider the following:   

 What are the instruments of war that need to be transformed into peace? 

 How are the hearts of the well-fed softened so as to provide for those who have never 

experienced a banquet of healthy food? 

 What does it take to see the pain and suffering of the people we encounter before our 

very eyes and to hear their brokenness?  

 Are we willing to do our part to dismantle the pandemic, perhaps a new-age plague, even 

if it means being uncomfortable with what is required of us?   

 How responsible are we to support the care of the environment so that others will have 

the same advantages that have been ours? 

 Are we willing to engage in study of Pope Francis’s encyclicals:  Laudato Si and Fratelli 

Tutti, and be challenged by their messages to us?   

We know and believe “God’s love is everlasting.” (Psalm 136)  To wait in trusting assurance is 

to stand with our ancestors in faith (Hebrew Scriptures) and our communal ancestors who have 

shown us the way by leaving all that was familiar to them to minister to the multitude of 

European immigrants who left their homelands because of poverty, job shortages, political 

conflict and religious persecution.  These ancestors have shown us that the unlikely will come to 



pass and that the unlikely will become remarkably tangible.  This is true when we see that a 

solution to the situations with which we are faced is not according to our expected plan, but a 

divine order that makes more sense – a plan that we could never have imagined.  The 

transformations that God brings about are true tokens of God’s presence and providential care  

for us.   

The readings of Isaiah during Advent remind us that God remains faithful and is always doing 

something new beyond our expectations.  Yes, the Season of Advent reminds us that God 

continues to come among us each and every day.  Sometimes we see it more clearly, sometimes 

opaquely, and sometimes we have to wait to understand it.   

And as we move from Advent to Christmas – the heart of Christmas calls us to become more and 

more poor, to simplify, to identify with, and to serve those who have so much less than we do.  

Archbishop Oscar Romero wrote this: 

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without being truly poor… 

The self-sufficient, the proud, 

those who because they have everything, 

look down on others, 

those who have no need even of God 

– for them there will no Christmas.   

Only the poor, the hungry, 

those who need someone to come on their behalf, 

only they will have that someone…  

That someone is God. 

Emmanuel. 

God-with-us 

Without poverty of spirit 

there will be no abundance of God.   

              – Oscar Romero 

And so, we pray in this season as enthusiastically as we have prayed in the past, “Maranatha:  

Come Lord Jesus!” 

Sisters Mary Francis, Rosa and Liberata join me in wishing you all the blessings of the season. 

One with you in the richness of God’s Providence, 

Sister Maria Fest 

Sister Maria Fest 

Congregational Leader 
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