
 

June 7, 2020 

All will be well…for there is a force of love 
moving through the Universe that holds us fast and will never let us go. 

(Julian of Norwich) 

Dear Sisters and Associates, 

As we celebrate the feast of the Holy Trinity on June 7, we, the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine 
Providence and our Associates throughout the world, also celebrate our special feast day, that of Divine 
Providence.  It is a special day when we remember to give thanks for the gift of our charism and we 
recommit ourselves to making God’s Providence more visible in our world.  Each year in my letter for 
the Feast of the Holy Trinity and our Feast of God’s Providence, I remind the Congregation, including 
myself, of what our Constitutions say:   

“…We have a special role in creating among God’s people that community of love that has its 
origin in the Trinity…Remembering all that has been given to us by our Provident God, we 
cultivate a spirit of genuine hospitality.  (Constitutions, Article 33) 

We recognize that creation is the work of the Triune God.  However, creation did not spring forth from 
the hands of the Creator complete.  The universe was created “in a state of journeying” toward an 
ultimate perfection yet to be attained, to which God has destined it.  Divine Providence is the disposition 
(the plan) by which God guides his creation toward this perfection.  While God is the author of the plan, 
God makes use of creature’ cooperation. (1) 

And, each year as I write this letter, I endeavor to deepen my understanding and appreciation of the link 
between the Trinity and God’s Providence.  We have tried different words to name the persons of the 
Trinity to inform us of their “chief “role in the Trio, as though they were a Team.  Such words as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, or Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, come to mind.  This year I am drawn to a talk 
given at the LCWR National Assembly in 2018 by Heidi Russell on the Trinity.  Her presentation was 
titled Trinity as Source, Word and Spirit of Love:  Relationship as Core of Reality.  She spoke about 
discovering the People’s Companion to the Breviary done by the Carmelites of Indianapolis.  This is the 
same “breviary” used by many of the houses in the U.S. Province for morning and evening prayer.  This 
breviary uses the words Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit to name the three persons of 
the Trinity.  Using these words, Heidi felt moved us to the understanding that we, like the Trinity, 
become persons in mutual and equal communion with one another.  Heidi further moved from the image 
of God as Being to the image of God as Love.  She reflected the following in making this change: 

God who is a Being too easily becomes a God who does for us, the great fixer in the sky, the one 
who makes everything turn out the way we want.  God who is Love, however, does through us.  
God who is Love means we are called to confront the evils and fragmentation of the world.  We 
are called to be the wounded healers of a wounded world.  God’s promise is not to fix it for us, 
but to be with us and in us, enacting Love in a broken, and yet grace-filled world.   

In a Trinitarian formula, according to Heidi Russell, God, Abba, is the Source of Love, revealed in the 
Word of Love, which has been spoken in creation and incarnation.  That Source and Word is enacted in 
the Spirit of Love which has been breathed into the community itself, forming it into the Body of Christ.  



It is in Love, revealed in the Word and enacted in the Spirit, that we learn the meaning of Divine 
Providence.  The Word of Love is made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ.  That same potential is 
enacted in each of us, albeit, not perfectly by the Spirit pf Love.  This is God’s Providence.  Love forms 
community and enables communion, as long as we do not close ourselves off to that love.  Our charism 
of making God’s love visible in the world is embodied in us as we become the presence of love and 
bring about transformation in the Universe. (2) 

Living in the times of a pandemic, with its health, economic and social impacts, we face challenges we 
have never faced before.  The social isolation, economic downturn, sickness and death which surrounds 
all of society is a reminder of our mutual vulnerability with all peoples.  There is no “road map” to 
follow as we move through this unprecedented reality.  How do we continue to minister in this new 
reality?  The pandemic has moved us into a uniquely transformative experience, perhaps an experience  
of knowing that the world community is interconnected.  It is a distinctive historical occurrence of 
letting go of our previous world that will never return.  We are asked to face the mystery of the 
unfamiliar with great courage and love. 

Is this not what our Congregational Chapter of 2021 is calling us to with its theme “Impelled by the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ:  Shaping our Future Courageously”?  We face situations that could paralyze us 
with fear or encourage us to dare to act.  The latter requires a courageous vision, a commitment to act, 
and the boldness to seek an unidentified path into the future.  Are we not summoned by God to take a 
passionate leap of faith opening our minds and our hearts to walk with enthusiasm into the unfolding 
future? (3) 

Lastly, in a recent book by Ilia Delio, Franciscan Sister of Washington DC, A Hunger for Wholeness, she 
states “The burden of the Future is on us, and our task today is to surrender ourselves to the power of 
Divine Love.  This is the heart of the Gospel message:  if we want a different world, we must become a 
different people.  (4) 

Yes, this pandemic moment beckons us to freshly rekindle the gospel call of love and service.  Perhaps, 
it also provides us with the impetus to explore earnestly to what religious life is calling us in the future.   

Sisters Liberata, Rosa and Mary Francis join me in wishing you a happy Feast day. 

One with you in God’s Providence 

Sister Maria Fest 
Sister Maria Fest 
Congregational Leader 
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