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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the 

Sisters of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in 

our trust in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission 

to be God’s loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

LIVING IN LOVE:  OUR 

COUNTERCULTURAL WITNESS 
 

Sister Mary Francis Fletcher 

As I write today, I ponder what it is 

that God asks of us now, in this in-

between time for religious life in our 

world; a time where the realities show 

our vulnerability and our cultural 

diversity, where the needs of our 

world challenge us to find new ways 

to be present and offer our gifts, at a time where the future, 

which once was quite clear, now lies shrouded in mystery.  I 

wonder what will bring about God’s plan within us and among us 

now; what will draw us and others closer to God’s reign; what 

attitudes, values, skills do we need to cultivate to help us respond 

to our times with compassion, grace and peace.  I wonder how 

we are called to be and to live at this moment in history? 

The Spirit of God reminds me that we already have all we need.  

Jesus is direct and clear.  We have a simple overarching answer 

to guide us.  “You shall love the Lord your God with your whole 

heart, your whole soul, and with all your mind….and your 

neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)  

In her keynote presentation to the LCWR in August 2019, Sister 

Pat Murray, Executive Director of the UISG (International Union 

of Superiors General), quoted Pope Francis, asking “Is Jesus 

really our first and only love; as we promised that he would be 

when we professed our vows?”1  

Asking how the Gospel challenges us today and how our charism is “being stretched and 

enlarged” in light of the Gospel, Sister Pat invited us to reflect on whether the Gospel expands 

“our minds and hearts into radical and sincere living?” 

 
1 Witnesses of Joy:  Apostolic Letter to all Consecrated Persons on the Occasion of the Year of Consecrated Life, #1 
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We hold on tightly to God’s love in our hearts and to the Gospel teachings.  We reach deeply 

inside ourselves for the grace and strength to live our spirituality of trust and openness to the will 

of God.  We open ourselves to be touched and called forth by the realities of our world today, 

realities which bombard us in the daily news, in evolving situations, realities which arise in our 

reading and our prayer, and we allow ourselves to hear the call to respond in love, in outreach, in 

action.  We are moved by the stories of the millions of people in our world who are suffering, the 

devastation of homes and homelands, the violence and threats to whole families, the forced 

migration, the lack of water, food, shelter, the loss of freedom, the threats of climate change and 

the ruins of war.  In each of our countries, we are aware of the pain, injustice, oppression and 

violence, especially for those who are the poorest and have the fewest options for their lives.  We 

are aware of the refugees seeking safety and crossing our borders in hope of a better life.  

Even as the suffering in our world can be overwhelming, we know in our very souls, we are 

loved by God, saved by Jesus’ life and death, called and gifted by God within this community of 

Divine Providence.  We know that God’s love is given to each and every person and all of 

creation.  How can we return our love to God wholeheartedly?  How can God’s love in us impel 

us to love our neighbors and gift them with the same divine love.  “As the Father has loved me, 

Jesus said, so I love you.  Remain in my love (John 15:9).”  How can we live in such a way that 

we are present and responsive to the people, the needs and situations which we and they face?  

How can we be aware of ever-new and emerging realities which also may call us to act?   

In our September issue of our congregational E-News, Sister Maria offered a summary of the six 

points of Sister Pat’s talk.  I want to reflect further on three of those points:  embracing our 

vulnerability, widening our tents, and celebrating our cultural diversity. 

Many of us are aware of the vulnerability of our congregation as we consider our aging and 

demographics.  Sister Pat noted the small size, fewer than 200 members, of the majority of 

congregations worldwide.  From that perspective, she suggested that most communities are 

moving toward the same “sacred space”, a place where we experience a greater fragility and 

vulnerability.  This journey “makes us more relevant than ever” and brings us into communion 

with the people of our time, especially with those on the margins.  It “calls us to a deep humility 

that creates space for conversion and change.”  Quoting Brian O’Leary, Sister Pat said, “Far 

from becoming irrelevant it would seem that consecrated life is perhaps assuming a new and 

unexpected role by showing how to accept and live the difficulties of the present day with faith 

and even with joy.” 

Out of the simple and honest living of our experience of weakness and fragility and our deep 

faith in God’s grace, we are called to abandon our comfortable patterns which give us security 

and to accept our vulnerability.  Our belief in and experience of the Paschal Mystery teaches us 

that this very surrender can lead to greater wholeness, to new life!  Our vulnerability also opens 

new doors as we experience in new ways what millions of people in our world also experience 

and as we are more in tune with the suffering and struggles of those who need our presence, our 

hope and trust today.   

Sr. Pat ended her presentation to LCWR speaking about “encounter.”  She said we are called to 

“a profound openness to God’s mission in the world.  Our faith is first an encounter with Jesus, 

and then we must do what Jesus does:  encounter others.”  Living in this way requires attention 

and effort from us; we need “the ability to hear, to listen to others, the ability to seek ways and 

means to build God’s Reign together with others.”  Aware of others’ needs; (continued on page 11)  
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San Miguel Mission 

Formation Preparation for Peru 

With the guidance of Sisters Yessica Amaro Cáceres and Inesita Vélez Negron, Sister Clotilde 

Sauñe Lizarme applied to a Jesuit program in the School of Formators in Salamanca, Spain.  The 

program would lead to a Master’s Degree in Vocational Discernment and Spiritual 

Accompaniment.  She enrolled in the program in November, 2018 and began participating in a 

number of psychotherapy sessions with a Jesuit psychotherapist and mentor who would 

accompany her in her three-year program.  The understanding is that a formator cannot 

accompany someone else in their vocational discernment if that individual has not dealt with her 

or his own unresolved issues.  Only after a series of sessions is the person officially accepted into 

the program.  Sister Clotilde was officially admitted to the program in May, 2019.  She also has 

completed six weeks of course work.  She had the opportunity before her classes began in July to 

engage in some workshops.  Her official course work began in July and continued into August.    

In December, Sister Clotilde will have completed the required psychotherapy sessions and the 

required course work for the first year.  She 

plans to return to Peru where she can continue 

with the practical aspects of formation and 

where she will be able to carry out frequent 

conversations for vocational growth with 

teachers of the School.  She will return to Spain 

for the next two summers for additional course 

work.  Over the three-year program Sister 

Clotilde will complete six cases of vocational 

valuation and will have access to the person 

that accompanies her on this journey.   

She will begin vocation promotion and will 

companion those discerning a religious 

vocation to our Community, as early as January 

2020. 

German Parish Donation for 

Children’s Project in Peru 

The German parish in Gau Algesheim has raised  

€ 10,000 to donate to one of the Sisters’ ministries 

with children.  The Sisters of San Miguel Mission 

discussed how best to use the funds to provide what 

the children need.  In early August, Sister Monika Mrosek submitted a proposal to the parish to 

improve a small piece of land which belongs to the parish in Huamali and prepare it as for sports 

and theater, as well as for crafts, music and cooking activities.  The Sisters would organize 

activities for various groups of children with whom they are in contact through their pastoral 

ministry.  If the proposal is approved by the parish, the Sisters will present the project to the 

governing authority in Huamali for their approval.   



Global Connections 3-4  4 

 

Marie de la Roche Province 

Province Joins LCWR  

in Calling for End to Divisive Rhetoric 

At the annual gathering of the Leadership Conference of Women 

Religious in mid-August, more than 650 Sisters unanimously 

approved the following letter to send to President Donald Trump from the LCWR.  The 

published letter was adapted by the Marie de la Roche Province and distributed.  It is given here 

below.  

Mr. President, (published August 15, 2019) 

As Sisters of Divine Providence, we commit ourselves to creating a world of compassion, justice 

and peace, and to making God's providence more visible in our world. We join with the 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious in calling for an end to all divisive rhetoric.  

We live in a world increasingly marked by hatred, brutality, and violent conflict.  We see our 

own country threatened by increasing disparities in economic, political, and social power.  We 

are caught in a political culture paralyzed by ideological extremism and hyper-partisanship.  

These are times that require exceptional insight and courageous leadership. 

In the face of these unprecedented challenges, we are outraged and heart-broken when our 

political leaders appeal to our basest instincts and stoke the fires of fear that threaten to tear the 

fabric of our nation apart.  We cannot, we will not, let the voices of hatred and fear carry the day. 

Mr. President, we beseech you to end all divisive and polarizing rhetoric.  We implore you to 

never use language that disrespects, dehumanizes, or demonizes others. We expect our president, 

and all who serve this nation as leaders, to be always mindful of the common good and the 

dignity of each and every person.  You hold a position that has the potential to inspire the best of 

every one of us and we ask you to use this unique status to bring about healing and never seek to 

create division. 

The people of this pluralistic nation form a diverse polity characterized by a wide variety of 

beliefs, experiences, and interests.  Disagreements and differences have the potential to challenge 

all of us to abandon easy certainty and seek a fuller truth.  The problem is not our many 

differences or passionate disagreements.  Those differences are our greatest strength; those 

disagreements are opportunities for growth.  It is how we handle those inevitable conflicts that 

spells the difference between building the common good and destroying the bonds that bind this 

nation. 

In his address to the US Congress in 2015, Pope Francis invited our political leaders to promote 

respect for the dignity of every human person and to renew their commitment to a spirit of 

cooperation. He also addressed each of us and all who seek to lead this nation when he said, 

"Each son or daughter of a given country has a mission, a personal and social responsibility …  

You are called to defend and preserve the dignity of your fellow citizens in the tireless and 

demanding pursuit of the common good, for this is the chief aim of all politics.  A political 
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society endures when it seeks, as a vocation, to satisfy common needs by stimulating the growth 

of all its members, especially those in situations of greater vulnerability or risk …  Building a 

future of freedom requires love of the common good and cooperation in a spirit of subsidiarity 

and solidarity."  

As Catholic sisters, our ministries frequently require us to be in the heart of situations of discord 

and division, and thus we understand the great complexities and challenges that are inherent in 

the work of reconciliation.  We too have to reach deep within ourselves to bring forth the grace 

and strength that are needed to not give in to the temptation of labeling or judging those who are 

different from us.  We share with you, Mr. President, that maintaining this fundamental stance in 

life requires discipline and fortitude and a constant examination of our daily thoughts and deeds 

in light of our beliefs.  We sometimes come up short, but pledge to do better each day because 

we are aware of the moral authority we, as sisters, bear. We ask you, Mr. President, if you would 

consider a similar examination of the practice of your own moral authority. 

We send this letter to you as more than 300 Sisters and Associates who minister in the United 

States and the Caribbean.  We promise to never cease raising our voices on behalf of the 

common good and praying for the healing of this country.  

Sincerely,  

Sister Michele Bisbey, CDP 

Provincial Leader 

Catholic Sisters Gather in St. Louis 

Giving Voice, a peer-led national organization for nuns and 

religious sisters under the age of 50, convened for a four-day 

conference to build bridges between religious life and social justice 

issues.  Eighty of the group’s sisters from around the country and 

other nations worked together at Fontbonne University to push for 

change within the church and create a cross-generational culture of 

community and growth.  Attending the conference in June 2019 

from the Marie de la Roche Province were Sisters Wendolyn López 

Santos, Bertshabé Palomino Montalvo and Karina Conrad (pictured 

l-r). 

La Posada Providencia Staff 

Receive Ketteler Award 

At a special awards ceremony and reception on 

August 2, Sisters Hilary Hooks CDP; Margaret 

Mertens CDP, Zita Telkamp CDP, Therese 

Cunningham SHSp, and Associate Marlene McClain 

(pictured l-r) were presented the 2019 Ketteler Award 

for Social Justice for their faithful dedication to the 

clients of La Posada Providencia.  Located in San 

Benito, Texas, La Posada is a ministry for people in 

crisis from around the world who are seeking legal 

refuge in this country.  The shelter staff provides a 
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safe and welcoming home, mentors to promote self-sufficiency and cultural integration, and 

imparts values which witness God’s Providence in our world.  In 1998, the Sisters of Divine 

Providence instituted the Ketteler Award to honor individuals who demonstrate a strong 

commitment to social justice.  The award is named for Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, Bishop 

of Mainz (1850-1877, Germany, co-founder of the Congregation and tireless fighter for the 

rights of the working class.  

 

Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

A Meeting in Mainz 
Sister Maria Fest 

In early July, I received an e-mail from Sister Linda Gaupin who 

ministers as a pastoral associate at Holy Family Parish in Orlando, 

Florida.  The pastor of the parish is Father John Giel, who had three 

aunts in the congregation in the former Pittsburgh Province, Sisters Anaclete, Dolorita and 

Lorraine (all with the family name of Giel).  These Sisters entered the Community from St. Mary 

Parish in Glenshaw, PA, one of the Province’ s early missions.  Father Giel grew up learning 

some of the history of the Congregation.  He knew the Community had a Motherhouse in Mainz 

Germany. 

In August he was accompanying members of his Parish on a 

Rhine River Cruise and found out that the boat would stop in 

Mainz on August 29.  He asked Sister Linda Gaupin if she could 

arrange a visit to the Sisters in Mainz.  Sister Linda asked me if I 

could arrange the visit.  The difficulty, of course, would be 

translation.  None of the Sisters residing at the Mainz 

Motherhouse speak English and Father John does not speak 

German.  I thought the easiest thing for him to do was to celebrate 

a Mass for the Sisters and join them for breakfast.  Sister 

Hildegard Ewald remembers enough English from her days on 

the Congregational Leadership Team.  I contacted her to see if 

she would be available on August 29.  

After negotiations over six weeks, the 

arrangements were made.   

Sister Hildegard came from Finthen to 

meet Fr. John.  He was to take a taxi cab 

from where the boat docked to the convent 

at 8 Stefanstrasse and Sister Hildegard 

would meet him there.  He agreed to 

celebrate Mass in English in the convent 

chapel at 8:00 A.M. and the Sisters could 

participate with the hymns and readings in 

German.  During breakfast, Sister 
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Hildegard introduced Fr. John and told the Sisters of the relationship with his American aunts.  

Sister Hildegard was happy to do this, especially since she had lived with Sr. Lorraine briefly at 

St. Ambrose Convent in Pittsburgh while she was studying English after her election to the 

General Council.   

After the “visit” occurred, Fr. John e-mailed Sr. Linda to say that he had a wonderful time at the 

Sisters of Divine Providence Motherhouse in Mainz.  He was very impressed with Sr. Hildegard 

who translated for him.  He said that the whole group of 

Sisters were delighted to have him there for Mass and 

breakfast. The conversation was easy and genuine.  He got a 

quick tour of the Motherhouse and saw how a part of the 

convent was turned over to the Ketteler Schule because it was 

more than the Sisters now needed.  And he had the tour of the 

city of Mainz from the third-floor balcony of the convent, 

including seeing the Cathedral in Mainz, where Bishop 

Ketteler is buried.  He is still honored every day by the 

workers in Germany who keep the Ketteler Candle lit.     The 

pictures tell the story.  The visit was good and passed too 

quickly.  

 

 

St. Joseph Province 

Completion of English Classes 
 

Sister Ann Pairn returned to the Unites States on July 10 after staying in Korea for about a year 

and eight months.  Her reflection about her personal experience and her understanding of Korea 

follows on page 9.   

Sisters’ Life at  

La Roche Hall 

There are 13 Sisters living at La Roche 

Hall: the director of the community is 

Sister Joanna Sohn; seven of them are 

over 70s, doing internal ministries like 

making handicrafts, prayer, part-time 

work at the kindergarten and so on; and the others are rather 

younger, two ministering full time at Providence Kindergarten, 

two taking care of the elder Sisters, one providing services for the 

migrant workers and their 

children.   

This summer they 

planned some informative 

and educational programs 
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for themselves and have taken turns providing classes for each other.  They learned various 

things from one another, including:  sewing by hand; paper art, coloring and art therapy, 

centering prayer and so on.  They also planted edible vegetables and fruit like Korean melons in 

spring and could enjoy them this summer. Now they are making jam to help fundraising for the 

project in Peru. 

Mission Abroad 
 

Sister Cecilia Sungju Hong was sent to Rome for her study 

at Musica Sacra on June 20.  Now she is learning Italian at a 

language institute of Pontifical Urban University and 

practicing music in order to pass the entrance exam on 

September 24-27. At present she is staying at a Korean 

friend’s, but will move into Villa Mater Dei on October 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Elizabeth Yeongmi Kim was sent to DaNang, 

Vietnam on July 2nd.  Before beginning any work there, 

it is necessary to learn the language to communicate 

with the people there.  So now she is learning 

Vietnamese at the University 

of Foreign Studies in Da Nang.  

On Sundays she attends the 

mass of the Korean 

community in DaNang and on 

weekdays she goes to the 

Cathedral for mass, exploring 

ways of getting to know the 

local people.  

 
 

Annual Retreat of 

Providence 

        Companions 

Thirty four members of Providence 

Companions participated in their annual 

retreat at Damul retreat center August 17 

to 18. The retreat was directed by the 

Sisters at the center based on Providence 

Spirituality.  On their way back home, they 

stopped by the birch forest nearby and 

enjoyed its scenic hiking courses. 
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Perpetual Vow Preparations 

The two Sisters completed 30-day Ignatian Spiritual 

Exercise at House of the Word run by the Korean 

Jesuits on August 27.  They will make their perpetual 

profession on September 28.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A Reflection by Sister Ann Pairn 

Shared Peace and Justice Goals 

U.S. and Korean Interface Stories 

Over the last year I have become more aware of the history and 

influences of the United States in Korea, through the lens of human 

rights and abuses, and how that reality has influenced and can 

continue to shape our international ministry for Peace and Justice. 

I want to share with you some of the past and present U.S./ Korean 

interface I discovered with these three stories. 

The FIRST story began with viewing the 2018 Korean film 

“Seuwingkizeu” (“Swing Kids).  The story takes place in a prisoner 

of war camp during the Korean War, 1950-1953.  The U.S. military commander orders an 

African American soldier to put together a Christmas entertainment to boost the camp’s public 

image.  The soldier, a professional tap dancer, teaches three unlikely men and one woman to tap 

dance.  That part of the story is very amusing and lighthearted in the midst of terrible 

circumstances.  At one point the young Korean woman argues with the African American soldier 

as to which one of them suffers the most oppression and prejudice in their worlds. 

There is also a Communist leader / spy who serves as the U.S. commander’s servant, who is 

secretly plotting the commander’s assassination.  The violence and division of the prisoners and 

guards is evident throughout but erupts, as planned, during the entertaining performance of the 

https://cdpsisters.org/divinepr/directory/detail/150
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five dancers.  When the assassination attempt is foiled, the commander, in the chaos and betrayal, 

orders his men to “kill all the gooks” present, which sadly includes four of the dancers you’ve 

come to admire and appreciate.  The African American soldier who survived, returns to Korea 

years later to tour the POW site and realizes that the truth of the conditions and the events of the 

camp have been purposely suppressed. 

The SECOND story:  A yellow ribbon marks the remembrance of the 5th anniversary of the Sewol 

Ferry Disaster, that took place on April 16, 2014.  Many of our Sisters attended that memorial 

mass for those who died and their grieving families and friends.  The disaster was of an 

overnight ferry, that ran from Incheon to Jeju Island, that sank with 304 people on board, 250 of 

them high school students from Danwon High School in Ansan, not far from our motherhouse.  

As the ship began to sink, the students were told to put on their life vests and stay put in their 

rooms.  Meanwhile the captain and most of the ill-trained crew abandoned ship to safety, leaving 

so many to perish.  The negligence on the part of the captain, crew and shipping company, and 

the botched rescue attempts, were disastrous.  The political and governmental response was 

appalling and devastating to the grieving and angry parents.  One of the contributing factors 

discovered later was the illegal overloading of the ferry, that including building materials for the 

controversial Korean Naval base on Jeju Island, one against which our Sisters have repeatedly 

protested.  It is reportedly a base that the U.S. had pressured Korea to build, to allow the docking 

of U.S. antinuclear missile bearing submarines, to strategically thwart the interest of Chinese 

shipping and other possible threats.  Building the naval base has caused the destruction of 

treasured landmarks and homes on Jeju Island. 

The THIRD story is about my 

recent visit to the Jeju Island, April 

3rd Peace Park, that memorializes 

the April 3rd, 1948 incident.  That 

event marks the beginning of the 

seven years of abuse and killing of 

many thousands of people on the 

island of Jeju. 

You will remember that following World War II, the Korean Peninsula was divided between the 

Soviets and the U.S., as overseers of the North and South, respectively.  It was meant to be a 

temporary arrangement.  This continued foreign control followed the 35-year Japanese 

occupation, that had attempted to destroy the Korean culture and deny the people of their human 

rights, a time of torture and abuse.  So when the April 3rd incident occurred, the U.S. military 

were still in control of South Korea, but were more focused on the objective of eradicating the 

communist threat from the North and often remained somewhat removed from local conflicts. 

The people on the island of Jeju wanted the Korean peninsula to remain as one country and 

objected to the election of the then South Korean politicians who supported otherwise.  The 

islanders staged a resistance to those elections and were labeled “pro-communist”.  Other factors 

and protests contributed to the chaos of that day, but the accidental death of a child triggered a 

riot, which escalated into a retaliative, brutal, violent attack on many innocent civilians and poor 

families.  The U.S. officials overlooked the abuse reports and supported the officials and the 

objective of maintaining order and control on Jeju. 
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The walk through the memorial museum was heart-rending.  Many of the terrible details, photos, 

images and videos had been suppressed for years.  The Korean people themselves have only 

recently discovered the true stories and history of these events.  Given my identity as an 

American, I felt such sadness that “we” contributed to this 

injustice and suffering.  It was only as I entered the part of the 

exhibit that began to speak of the healing and forgiveness 

necessary to continue our joint pursuit of Peace and Justice, that I 

began to breathe more easily and to take hope in that promise of 

what we could achieve together.  I added my written prayer to the 

tree of hope at the end of the museum experience.  I also realized 

why our sisters fervently continue to join with others in the prayer 

services and masses that honor and “remember what happened” on Jeju.  That memorial and 

hope are symbolized in the image of the red Camilla flower.   

My purpose in sharing these three stories is not to make U.S. sisters just feel guilty or sad about 

our history of involvement in Korea, but to help all of us become more aware of the cultural 

memory and reality of our sisters in Korea, who naturally oppose and resist the continued 

pressure and manipulation of U.S. power over Korean self-determination and freedom.  We 

know the many spaces and places and scars of war and injustice in our lives and in our world and 

the path to healing and hope that is needed.  Our Sisters in Korea are very active in the joint 

women religious JPIC organization (Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation), that sometimes ahs 

them protesting against U.S. agendas in Korea.  These actions can be an occurrence of 

defensiveness, tension, or reluctance to share for fear of causing offense, in our exchanges in our 

international settings.   

My hope is that the more we can be aware, sensitive and understanding of our cultural 

experiences, and honestly share our contributions and actions for Justice and Peace at home and 

in our international community, the more fully supportive we can be of one another on our One 

Mission of promoting the Providence of Peace and Justice for our world. 
 

 

(Living in Love, continued from page 2) hearing the call to “encounter” and allowing our 

vulnerability to lead us, we can extend ourselves anew.  We can widen our tents, opening our 

hearts and our doors to others and welcoming them in with love and compassion.  Can we 

together, throughout our international congregation, seek ways to respond to local and global 

realities? 

We know our congregational history and we also know the history of our own area.  We can be 

encouraged and strengthened by memories of those who have gone before us, the vulnerabilities 

and suffering which they faced as they established new missions and the needs to which they 

responded as they prepared themselves spiritually and professionally to serve in a variety of 

ministries.  We can trust in the lives and teachings of our founders and understand the stories of 

our past to see that as we step along new paths the way will become clearer and we can trust that 

our God of Providence is always with us. 

Though we were founded for the local church, we responded to needs and invitations, gradually 

moving out into other countries and cultures.  As our congregation developed, spread and grew 

over 168 years, one cultural group moved into new circumstances, began to adapt to the new 

place and were joined by new members from those cultures.  Really, it has been that way since 
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the beginning.  Mother Marie brought her French heritage into the community, where Father 

Autsch only wanted strong German women.  The German Sisters brought their culture and 

heritage to the U.S. and began adapting, even as they welcomed new members of varied ethnic 

and cultural groups.  The German Sisters also travelled to Peru and there they welcomed new 

members from different parts of the country.  As the first Korean women were welcomed in 

Rome and then Germany, they too were influenced by the American and German Sisters who 

incorporated them into the community and prepared them for ministry.  All of that is to say that 

we have always had cultural diversity in our congregation, though we may not have noticed it or 

realized it was a strong influence.  Also, little may have been done to integrate the new cultures 

into deeper unity.  New consciousness, gives us new opportunities. 

Sister Sharlet Wagner CSC, in her presidential address to LCWR at the August assembly shared 

Pope Francis’ words from his apostolic letter on the year of consecrate life.  He said, “In a 

polarized society, where different cultures experience difficulty in living alongside one another, 

where the powerless encounter oppression, where inequality abounds, we are called to offer a 

concrete model of community which … makes it possible to live as brothers and sisters.”  She 

added, “When we understand that our witness is at least as important as our work, and that 

neither our witness nor our work is dependent upon age and numbers, then we can look reality in 

the face and smile at it.” 

Everywhere we are hearing and reading about “interculturality”.  Wherever we live, many of our 

Sisters are realizing that we are called to more, that we cannot just live side-by-side in “multi-

cultural” settings, but we can choose, out of love of one another and love of those we serve, to 

make the efforts and learn the skills which can create a new, more open, flexible culture among 

us, one which intermingles the varied cultures.  Sr. Pat asked, “How can we as religious 

congregations, as institutions with a purpose, a charism, bring a positive contribution to the 

challenge of global intercultural living?”  She suggested that perhaps the time has come for 

religious congregations to demonstrate a new way of relating in our communities, a way that 

embodies hope for the future life of our world.  So much in the daily news tells us that the only 

way forward for humanity “is to transform the planet into a more open and inclusive place, based 

on the values of solidarity, justice and dialogue.” 

Sister Sharlet shared her vision and hope as she said, “The signs of our times reveal a particular 
call in our day to reach across borders to nurture and strengthen our global sisterhood….  When I 
speak of our global sisterhood I’m speaking of our solidarity and support of one another.  I’m 
speaking of the oneness that we experience as religious despite national boundaries and 
differences of language, skin tone, dress, and cultures. … In the face of the rise of nativist 
populism that’s leading to the breakdown of global institutions, our global sisterhood is a unique 
gift and a grace…. Imagine what a world-wide network of women religious can accomplish 
when we come together and allow our shared passion to energize us!”  

“…Authentic religious life is countercultural.”  Sr. Sharlet emphasizes:  “We know from our own 
life experiences that when we are most vulnerable, at those moments we are most open to God.  
As it is true of individuals, so it is true of institutions.  When we are small and vulnerable, we can 
stop trying to conquer the storm, and can instead stand in the midst of it, arms linked, speaking a 
different Word.  It is not that God could not or did not use us in our strength.  It is that God can 
use us and does use us in a different way when we open our arms and embrace our vulnerability.” 

I join my thoughts to Sister Sharlet’s in the conclusion of her address.  She said, “ … let’s live 
life with passion! … The type of passion that takes risk in service of the reign of God.  The type 
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of passion that leads us to keep getting up when we keep falling down, that moves us to walk 
into situations from which we would far rather walk away, that compels us to speak a Gospel 
Word even when the world seems deaf, that moves us to stand up and reach out our arms and 
wrap them around the entirety of this moment in which we find our congregations.  Because if 
this life is worth anything at all, it is worth living passionately.” 

Let’s reclaim our first passion, our first commitment to give our lives wholeheartedly to God.  
Let’s remember Jesus’ words, “You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart, your 
whole soul, and with all your mind….and your neighbor as yourself.”  And let’s recognize the 
countercultural ways we are called today to live and witness to others through vulnerability and 
interculturality, what the love of God and neighbor really means for our world. 

 

A Reflection by Sr. Barbara McMullen 

… on the International Experience 

The first week of the program was basically Fr. Tom and Nicole 
giving their input on intercultural and intergenerational living.  I 
found the content quite good, simple for the participants to 
understand and the exercises they included were good experiences 
for the Sisters.  One of the things they had us do was to pick a 

partner from another language and together find out six things about that person that you would 
then share with the whole group the following day.  We could use “Google Translate” to help us.  
I think this experience in and of itself helped the participants to “break the ice” with each other 
and there was definitely more openness in the group after that happened.   

In the second week, Father Tom Schaefer and Nicole Gable headed back to Pittsburgh.  They 
were replaced by Chiara, the Italian teacher for La Roche University's Study Abroad Program.  
She planned and accompanied the Sisters in their ministry experiences and some of the Vatican 
experiences.  Father Jacob, also a friend of La Roche, had the daily liturgies for the Sisters. 

During that second week I offered sessions on the Mission, Charism, and Providence Spirituality.  
From my perspective I think they went well.  There seemed to be greater understanding about 
our charism in particular.  I had the Sisters in two small groups for sharing on the reflection 
questions given them.  It was heartwarming for me to hear one 
of them express “Now I feel more like I understand what it 
means to be a Sister of Divine Providence.”  There appeared to 
be a deeper understanding of providence spirituality as well.  
Each evening we had a simple night prayer PowerPoint 
reflection on being a woman of providence followed by sharing.   

The experiences of Rome itself were wonderful and definitely 
part of the highlights of the program.  Having the audience 
with the Pope, seeing some of the sights of Rome, getting to 
have the tour of the Generalate and Sister Liberata’s talk with 
us, meeting the St. Egidio community, as well as the Jesuits, 
and serving the homeless in Rome were all experiences that 
helped bond the group together.  I don’t know if some of them 
will continue to keep the connections which were made there, 
but I hope so! 
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2019 

Oct 7-21 – CLB and Chairs meet with 

Cong. Leadership Team  

Dec 3-7 – CLT Meeting in Kingston MA 

2020 

January – Visitation in Peru 

February – CLT visits in Germany 

Feb 24-27 – Pre-Chapter Commission  

in Pittsburgh PA 

 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 

Book Reviews  

During the visitation of the U.S. province in August, some Sisters asked that books which they 

had read and which they felt would be of interest to other Sisters could be listed in Global 

Connections with a brief synopsis of the focus of the book.  Sister Janet Folkl has provided this 

first book sharing.  Anyone who would like to submit a title and publishing information, as well 

as a few sentences to indicate the books’ content is welcome to do so.  These can be sent to 

Sister Mary Francis at mffletcher@cdpsisters.org at any time.  Thank you in advance for sharing 

the books which speak to you and which you believe would interest others in the community. 

The Height of Machu Picchu, Pablo Neruda, Farrar, Straus, and Giroux publishers, 1966, 71 

pages 

The Height of Machu Picchu is the most famous of Pablo Neruda's longer poems.  It was 

inspired by his journey to Machu Picchu, the beautiful Inca City high in the Andes of Peru. 

Neruda's journey takes on all the symbolic qualities of a personal "venture into the interior." 

The Origin of Others, Toni Morrison, Harvard University Press, 2017, 111 Pages 

In this book, one of America's foremost novelists 

reflects on themes that dominate world politics:  race, 

fear, borders, the mass movement of peoples, and the 

desire for belonging.  Questions she addresses are: 

Why does the presence of Others make us so afraid? 

What motivates the human tendency to construct 

Others? 

The Island of Sea Women, Lisa See, Scribner Press, 

2019, 365 pages 

Set on the Korean Island of Jeju, this book follows Mi 

ja and Young-sook, two girls from very different 

backgrounds, as they begin working in the sea with 

their village's all-female diving collective.  This novel 

spans wars and generations and reminds us how 

powerful women can and must be to survive. 

White Rage, Carol Anderson, PhD, Bloomsbury Press, 

2016, 164 pages 

This book is a harrowing account of America's history 

during the century and a half since the Civil War and exposes our present, deep and abiding 

racial divide.  This book is insightful and powerful in its linking of social progress for African 

Americans with deliberate and cleverly crafted white opposition. 
 

 

NOTE:  This year’s “Global Connections,” theme is Religious Life Today: 

Intergenerational / Intercultural Community.   

Articles for the fall issue are due by December 1st.  Publication will be mid-January. 
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