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COMMUNITY:   

WITNESS OF PROVIDENCE  
IN GOSPEL LIVING 

 

Sister Mary Francis Fletcher 

We who are gathered together 
in the name of Christ 

rejoice in his presence among us 
and form a community of faith and love. 

Constitutions #26 
As a Congregation founded 166 years ago, our Sisters lived their 
vowed lives through the ages, seeking genuine communion in 
community.  Again and again, fidelity to their commitment 
challenged our foremothers to face their reality and risk the 
changes which made it possible to continue to serve others.  As 
citizens of a global village, we are called in our rapidly changing 
world to discern the signs of our times and witness by our lives the 
compassion of our Provident God. 

Our 2016 Congregational Chapter called us to choose life together, 
to live in the love to which Jesus gave witness when he washed the 
disciples’ feet and to be willing to lay down our lives for one 
another in the fullest expression of Gospel love.  We “choose life” 
then, always in community, living as Jesus did, and witnessing 
God’s Providence. 

Community:  Our dream of community is based on Jesus’ 
teaching and witness (John 12:15). “This is my commandment:  
love one another as I have loved you.”  St. John Paul II reminds us, 
“All the fruitfulness of Consecrated Life depends on the quality of 
community life.”   

Mark Clarke wrote in a CommunityWorks article, “We live in a 
time and era of unparalleled change both in society and in religious 
life.  …statistically, newer members are becoming more ethnically 
diverse and search for an ever deepening spirituality and a sense of community….”  In order to 
live into our new reality, he believes, “…congregations … are being called by God to remain 
rooted in their charism while at the same time create a courageous vision based on these complex, 
emerging realities."1  Mr. Clarke tells us that God’s invitation to us is not new.  “…it calls the 

                                                           
1 Mark Clarke, Discerning a future based on a smaller community, CommunityWorks, Inc., February 2016, p. 2. 
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congregation to embrace what many know to be their own foundational story many of which are 
based on risk-taking, sacrifice, and immergence in the mystery of the unknown….”2 
Let us reflect together on our identity and commitment, as daughters and sons of Wilhelm 
Emmanuel von Ketteler and Marie de la Roche, asking to what we are now called?  Can we 
increase our efforts to center ourselves in deep prayer, to ground ourselves in our charism, and to 
commit ourselves to consistent faith-sharing and honest conversation, seeking God’s wisdom to 
identify the steps which will transform our lives for the sake of our world?   

Gospel Living:  In our Constitutions #2, we write, "The spirit of the institute is, above all, the 
spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”  In this age of history, we seek again to recognize through prayer 
and experience how to live this commitment authentically.  John (13:35) makes our mandate clear, 
“By this shall all know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  St. Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians (2:20) says, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me.” 
Colleen Gibson SSJ reviewed one of Diarmuid O’Murchu’s books in which he writes, “By 
distilling their core motivations and character strengths, religious today can discover a path to the 
future.”3  O’Murchu discusses a paradigm shift in religious life toward “communal recognition of, 
and commitment to, seeking the reign of God.”  A shift which, he says, calls for honest adult 
conversation, delving into the radical call of the Gospel and the impact that call will have on “the 
constitutive elements of religious life, such as the vows, community and discernment.” 
Sister Mary Pellegrino CSJ, President of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), 
said in her address to this year’s assembly that it’s time to let go of the dominant narrative of 
diminishment and to welcome a new narrative noting, “The emerging narrative of communion is 
essentially a paschal narrative… shaped …by the pattern of Jesus’ life – emptied and human.  It’s 
a demanding narrative that requires nothing less than everything from us and from our Sisters.”4 
Sister Mary spoke about the “bone-crushing weight of layers and layers of accumulated sorrow, 
sadness and grief”, as beloved Sisters have died – elders, mentors, and younger members – and as 
we have closed or sold cherished ministries, institutions and even motherhouses.  She quoted 
Walter Brueggemann.  “Grieving is the work that belongs to a prophetic community in the midst 
of a culture of denial.…  A prophetic community remembers that the resurrection took place in the 
midst of a community in grief.  It came as a bold disruption to a former narrative of death.”  
With many examples, Sister Mary demonstrated how the narrative of communion is emerging.  
One example came from a series of gatherings of religious women and men.  Sister Mary noted 
their “experience of communion within the diversity and universality of the Church, across 
charisms, institutes and expressions of religious life,” and asked us to consider “what it means to 
raise up and make visible intercultural diversity and inclusion at a time when fundamentalist and 
nationalist movements are threatening whole societies.”5             (Community, continued on p. 13) 

 

                                                           
2 Ibid., p. 3. 
3 Colleen Gibson SSJ, Future of religious life lies in communal soul-searching, National Catholic Reporter, April 
21-May 4, 2017, p. 3a; a review of Religious Life in the 21st Century:  The Prospect of Refounding by Diarmuid 
O’Murchu MSC, Orbis Books 2016. 
4 Mary Pellegrino CSJ, The Future Enters Us Long Before It Happens:  Opening Space for an Emerging Narrative 
of Communion, Keynote Presentation given at LCWR Annual Assembly, August 10, 2017. 
5 Ibid. 
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Misión San Miguel 
Sisters’ Having New Opportunities 

On August 21, 2017 Sister Renee Taipe Soto left Lima for Pittsburgh.  She will be spending time 
with our Sisters at Providence Heights and studying English at La Roche College.  She will work 
to learn English so as to be able to teach English as part of her ministry in Peru.  Sister Renee is 
looking forward to having the opportunity to build new relationships in our international 
community as she shares her own culture and learns more about the American culture.   

In July Sister Rosario Alvarez Frisancho had the 
opportunity for 10 days to visit with a group of 
Sisters on behalf of CONFER.  She went to the 
areas in Piura in the southern part of Peru.  Here the 
people have been very much affected by the 
flooding in April.  People are still suffering and the 
process of rebuilding their houses is very slow.  
Sister Rosario was affected by the great poverty of 
the people and by their poor conditions of their 
daily lives.  The visiting group of Sisters did their 
best to support the people with their presence and 
to offer their help and spiritual support. 
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Silver Jubilee Celebration 
On July 1st we celebrated the Silver Jubilee 
of Profession of Sisters Guillermina Nieto 
Fernández and Clotilde Sauñe Leiva in the 
parish church in Pachacamac.  The parish 
priest presided at the liturgy.  Sister Maria 
Cristina Prada Fuentes received the 
renewal of the Sisters’ vows in the 
presence of the gathered community of 
Sisters, family members and friends.  Our 
Korean Sisters, who were visiting us, were 
able to join in this Jubilee celebration and 
to visit with the Sisters living in 
Pachacamac. 
A group from the school where Sister Guillermina teaches prepared a wonderful reception for all 

to enjoy.  Some young students beautifully presented a 
typical dance, after which the gathering went to a country 
house for dinner and different presentations.  It was a 
wonderful celebration of community and sharing with 
friends and teachers from Guillermina’s and Clotilde’s 
place of ministry. 

Visitors to Peru 
On June 29th, Sisters 
Clara Kim and Serena 
Hong from Santo 
Domingo came for a 
visit with us.  Both are 
working in our 
international mission 
together with Sr. 
Myriam Colón in the 

Dominican Republic.  Each year the Korean Missionaries who 
are sent to Latin American countries have an assembly in one of 
those mission countries.  This year the annual meeting was held 
in Lima and we had the joy of being with our Sisters during that 
time.  

Sisters Antonia Pimienta Trujillo and Monika Mrosek had the 
opportunity to show our Korean Sisters many places and to give 
them a brief experience of Peruvian culture.  We went to the downtown section of Lima, visited 
the cathedral, museum, and the Dominican monastery of St. Martin de Porres.  We also enjoyed 
some Peruvian food.  As you could see in the first article, our Sisters had many opportunities to 
get to know the Sisters and to learn more about some of the ministries of Misión San Miguel. 
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Marie de la Roche Province 
Annual Assembly – Community Service 

During our 2017 Assembly, Sisters and Associates 
volunteered for community service opportunities which 
included filling backpacks with back-to-school supplies 
for children from low-income families, assembling first-
aid kits for villagers in Hoima, Uganda, volunteering at 
Providence Connections, our ministry to poor families 
in Pittsburgh, planting flowers in raised garden beds at 
Providence Heights, gardening at La Roche College, and 
baking pies for the Ketteler Award reception. These 
volunteer opportunities provided camaraderie and a 
community-building experience for all who attended the 
annual Assembly. 

Gathering at the Garden 
In July, a garden area was planted and three raised garden 
beds were built at Providence Heights by the families of 
our deceased Sister Monica Kost and Betty Kost, a former 
member and recently deceased Associate.  The raised 
flower beds allow easy access for all to enjoy the garden, 
especially those Sisters who are wheelchair-bound.  This 
outdoor gathering space has been named the Kost Family 
Angel Garden.  It has provided the residents of Providence 
Heights with an opportunity to participate in God’s 
providential care for all of creation 

Weddings at Visitation Chapel 
On July 29, 2017, Kearns Spirituality Center in an effort 
to widen our Community’s circle of hospitality, hosted 
the first of many weddings in Visitation Chapel.  As a 
gift for all couples married at Visitation, a fruit tree with 
tribute plaque will be planted on the grounds of 
Providence Heights.  Additionally, all couples will 
receive a congratulatory wedding card depicting the 
Garden of Desire from the St. John’s Bible, a wedding 
blessing prayer, and a picture of their planted fruit tree 
with plaque.  Couples will receive an anniversary card 
with a personal note every year and an open-ended 
invitation to visit Providence Heights to pick their tree’s 
fruit, as it matures and bears fruit. 
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Provinz Emmanuel von Ketteler 
Convent Finthen: Refurbishment 

The convent in Finthen was built between the years 1855 and 
1860. Mother Marie had purchased the stones for the building 
from her inheritance.  About 45 years ago, the house was 
overhauled thoroughly.  At that time, each room was fitted 
with an in-suite bathroom and the rooms were refurnished. 

In the meantime, it 
was necessary to 
overhaul the entire 
pipe system (water 
and electricity) and 
to renovate the house 
completely.  Floors, 

ceilings and walls, as well as windows, doors and the 
individual bathrooms needed a thorough refurbishment. 

For two years, during the refurbishment of the house, 
while continuing with the usual work, the sisters needed 

to move several times and had to live with a lot of noise 
and dust.  Our three oldest sisters were transferred to the 
Motherhouse in Mainz, Stefansstraße.  Two of them 
died during that time and the third one was moved again 
to our home in Aschaffenburg.  As the work was 
completed, the sisters of the convent moved back 
gratefully and happily into the nice new and bright 
rooms.  With that the first convent of our community 
was brought up-to-date and now is better equipped for 
needed care. 

In March 2017, after the last repairs had been done, 
Sister Clementine invited all the workers of the several companies and the employees in our house 
to a midday meal together with “sauerkraut and cured spare ribs“.  Sister Clementine gave thanks 
to everyone for the good collaboration and the 
consideration which they had for our convent 
community during the working process. She thanked 
also the convent employees who not only bore the 
noise and the dust but also took on the cleaning of 
the house every evening. 

At that occasion, Sister Barbara talked about the 
beginning of our community and the history of our 
house. Everybody was very interested and listened 
attentively. 
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Medicine for Aged People 
Ketteler Hospital, Offenbach 

On 23rd June 2017, in the Ketteler Hospital, Offenbach, the new building for geriatrics was 
formally opened.  Sixty beds are available for elderly, sick people.  The goal in this geriatrics 
center is to give elderly women and men what they really need regarding expertise and attention 
according to their symptoms. 

In the case of sickness elderly people need special understanding and social accompaniment.  They 
need holistic-oriented treatment and interdisciplinary cooperation with speech therapists, 
physiotherapists and pastoral ministers.  In this house people are to receive an attention that is also 
from God since the treatment is to help the patients to preserve their dignity and respect. 

The Sisters in the convent in Offenbach take this challenge as their ministry and contribution to 
this work and support their goals as much as their other responsibilities and physical strength allow 
them to participate.  Time and again, they listen to the individual needs and concerns of the elderly 
people. 

At present, new models of being together in everyday life are developed and tested in order to 
break the isolation of retirement homes; for example, based on the integration model or the multi-
generational model.  In the latter case, several generations are together under one roof.  Children, 
young people, groups of adults, associations have their rooms here and also their events. 

According to their abilities, the seniors may participate in these events from their living area.  Other 
examples are that the elderly people are driven through the city together with their caretakers via 
sidecar bicycle; they give extra lessons to weaker students, and now, quite currently, German 
classes to refugees and immigrants.  This interdependence of generations makes sense since it 
helps elderly people to pass on their knowledge and their experience and at the same time it gives 
them new incentives.  The young generation gains similar experience.  Both learn from each other. 

 
Living and Working in Dignity and Solidarity 

On 13th July 2017, a Ketteler memorial took place in the Mainz Cathedral on the 140th death 
anniversary of Bishop Emmanuel von Ketteler.  The Catholic Workers Movement was hosting it 
and among others the Sisters of Divine Providence were collaborative partners.  This year the topic 
of the day of remembrance was: “Living and working in dignity and solidarity.”  Here are some 
thoughts that marked this day.  Rebelling against injustices is one of the strongest political powers 
in the history of humanity.  Even today this combative power is visible everywhere: in social 
movements that fight for justice worldwide, and in initiatives and projects that in a sustainable way 
manage resources and practically speed up their social-ecological transformation. 

In his time, Bishop von Ketteler, too, denounced unjust power structures and called for acting in 
solidarity.  The commitment for “Living and working in dignity and solidarity” encourages us in 
our associations and in our convictions as Christians and religious to recognize the “signs of the 
times.”  After the solemn liturgy that took place in the east sanctuary of the Mainz cathedral and 
in which the Sisters of Divine Providence participated, all participants prayed together at Ketteler’s 
tomb for a solution of political power struggles and the exploitation and injustices done to workers. 
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St. Joseph Province 
Witness to Providence 

by Sisters Angela Dongsoon Park  
and Cecilia Sungjoo Hong 

It has been almost a year since we were assigned 
to work at Jemulpo Parish, Incheon, in response 
to a call to be a witness to our Provident God.  
The parish is located on the hillside, high enough 
to look down on the town.  The majority of the 
parishioners are over sixty years old and they 
have to go up the hillside to get to the church.  
However, they don’t care about that as they 
consider the joy of meeting Jesus and that the 
Gospel is bigger than anything else.  

Today, as usual, we visit people in critical conditions, praying to our Provident God to be with 
them, comfort them, and give them strength as they are “coming back to the place where I am 
supposed to be after wandering for years, to where the Father is beckoning me once again to 
embrace me” as a poet writes.  As we encounter God in our daily life, we usually experience 
another new day by visiting the Blessed Sacrament and reflecting on the Gospel.  And, by holding 
their hands, we bring God’s love and consolation to those who are tired and in need.  

God makes us experience that 
living together is a miracle.  He 
is present in our Providence 
community and compels us to 
take one step further.  We always 
listen to God and try to 
understand his will.  Then we 
choose where to go first while 
praying and discerning in silence 
or meeting with neighbors.  We 
look for what gifts God is 
preparing for us today rather 
than keeping our eyes on others’ 
gifts.  Even if we equally 
received one denarius from God (Matthew 20:1-16), my one denarius may lose its value when I 
am jealous of others’ without being satisfied with what I have.  We hope each of us keeps the 
original covenant we made with God.  Both of us pray as ever in order to bring God’s consolation, 
hope and joy to others.  

“We seek to live as Jesus did...we are present to the world through our service and through our 
mission of witnessing to the Provident God.” (Constitutions #2) 
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Journeying in Vocation Promotion 

Our main focus is on strengthening the 
faith of the young and accompanying 
them on their vocation journey.  We make 
every effort to plant and water the youth, 
Seeds of Divine Providence (SDP). 

Love of Providence.  This is a sex 
education program for children in grades 
five and six with their parents.  Through 
this program, they reflect on and share 
how pop culture has impacted them. 

SDP Camp.  This is a summer program held 
every year for middle and high school girls 
who have been working hard in their studies. 
It provides time for physical and spiritual rest, 
for discovering who they are, and for 
encountering the Provident God.  The girls 
stay at the motherhouse for this three-day 
program (July 22-24).  The theme was 
“Where are you?” (Gen. 3:9)  This year there 
were sixteen participants, led by five Sisters 
and assisted by two college students who had 
participated in the program years ago.  

SDP Camp in depth.  This program is for 
the students who attended the SDP 
program in the previous year. On July 
27-28 seven participants with four sisters 
visited five shrines in Seoul on foot. 
They gave praise and thanks for the 
Korean martyrs’ life and faith, and also 
had an opportunity to deepen own faith. 
Despite the scorching weather, every 
participant completed their journey with 
joy. Glory to our Provident God.  

Providence Garden.  It is a time for the young women, healthy in body and spirit, between the ages 
20-35, to pray and discern their vocation.  The gathering takes place in Seoul on the second Sunday, 
in Songwoldong, Incheon on the third Sunday, and at the motherhouse on the fourth Sunday.  The 
Sisters in vocation ministry help the women share and discern their experience of God through 
dialogue and prayer, exploring their journey of vocation together. 
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Healing Time called “majungmool 
(Priming water).  It is a program for 
those who are to take college 
entrance exams and their parents, 
and is held on every second 
Saturday from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at 
the motherhouse.  This year nine 
students and their parents gather to 
pray together and reflect on their 
life of the previous month with 
thanksgiving to God. 

 
Who am I that God cares for me? 

by Sister Maria Sooeun Kook 

Praise and thanksgiving to our Provident God, who has led and taken care of me so far.  Thinking 
about Psalm 8, ‘What is man that you are mindful of him, and a son of man that you care for him?’, 
I ask him “Who am I that you choose me?”  This question makes me humble. 

While preparing for my final vows, I 
had a 30-day retreat, during which I had 
time to reflect on my vocation.  Most 
importantly, I was able to meet the Lord 
who created me and told me “I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by 
name: you are mine.” (Is. 43:1)  This 
biblical passage became a motto and 
strength of my life.  During the retreat, 
I realized one more thing.  One of the 
greatest blessings for me was to inherit 
faith from my parents and I was 
thankful for that.  If I didn’t know this 
religion, I could not be here. 

My perpetual profession helped me 
experience more of God’s graces:  one of them is freedom from fear, instability and attachment.  
This freedom gave me confidence and courage.  I try to do my best to keep it.  Especially, I would 
like to express my love and deep gratitude to the Sisters who prayed and sacrificed for me.  “Who 
am I that the Sisters do for me?” Finally, I feel a deep sense of belonging to this congregation.  
With abundant love of my Sisters, I can find courage to take one more step.  I pray for our 
congregation as well as for spiritual and physical wellness of my Sisters.  Thanks a lot.  
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(Community, continued from p. 2)  Let us reflect on our own experiences of sorrow and grieving and 
ask whether they have led us deeper into God’s Providential care and more fully to hope in Christ?  
How does recognizing that our journey is a deep sharing in the Paschal Mystery free us, like Mary 
Magdalen, to let go of the people and things to which we cling, as well as the narrative of 
diminishment, and to open our arms to welcome the emerging narrative of communion? 

Witness of Providence:  Constitutions #33 reminds us that a community of love has “its origin in 
the Trinity.”  In an article for the UISG Sister Josune Arregui CCV writes, “The Trinity… is the 
Source who dwells in us, which constantly flows towards harmony and fraternal encounter at all 
levels.…the secret of unity lies in the bond of each member with the Center and in the community 
structures and moments which call to mind, express, and strengthen this centrality.6 

Constance FitzGerald OCD, in recent remarks to LCWR members, spoke about our lives in Christ 
as she said, “The Dark Night of contemplative prayer is about being grasped by God, transformed; 
it’s about having the familiar boundaries of our souls stretched and stretched so that we become 
more and more capable of holding within ourselves the full relational life of Jesus Christ.”  She 
explained, “The identity of our God/Trinity is communion.  Just imagine knowing Abba, … being 
under the sway of the Holy Spirit … being united with every human person … precisely because 
we are in Jesus webbed into this Trinitarian dance of life and communion.”7 

In a recent article Marie McCarthy SP writes, “…we have come to understand Providence as the 
creative, unfolding Energy of Love calling us into being, sustaining, nourishing, challenging, and 
luring all creation toward its final fulfillment.”  Sister Marie says that the mystery of Providence 
is “incomplete without our response.”   She emphasizes that this Energy of Love, called Providence, 
challenges us to take our human freedom seriously and to recognize “that what we do and who we 
are not only can, but also do [sic], make a real difference in our world.”8 

Conclusions:  Pope Francis calls all people to walk with their brothers and sisters globally as 
people who exemplify gospel love and compassion. 

Mr. Clarke writes, “It is important for the community to take all of the critical issues and explore 
where there is…the possibility of doors opening to renewal.  This is a profound spiritual path … 
The challenge is to enter into and drink deeply of the Paschal Mystery to experience the dying and 
grieving and to be surprised by the joy of resurrection.”  He believes, “The voyage is to treasure 
the gifts of an ending era while taking intentional and timely steps that allow for the unfolding of 
a new call.  It is important to recognize that [the] questions need to be addressed from a new 
framework while at the same time remaining historically rooted in one’s charism.”9 

As we continue our exploration of how to be a community in which each and all of us become 
Christ, and ever more visibly witnesses of the Provident God, let us seek to immerse ourselves in 
relationship, in prayer, in consciousness of what the world needs, and in trust that our Provident 
God will teach us how to touch the other in gentle compassion and healing for our broken world. 
                                                           
6 Josune Arregui, CCV (Carmelite of the Charity of Vedruna), Reinventing the Art of Living Together, UISG 
Bulletin, Number 147, 2011, p. 22. 
7 Constance FitzGerald OCD, Acceptance Remarks for the 2017 LCWR Outstanding Leadership Award, August 11, 
2017. 
8 Marie McCarthy SP, Impelled to Make a Difference:  Providence, Conversion, and Radical Hope, Providence 
Alive in Us:  Ever Unfolding Mystery, 2015, p. 3. 
9 Clarke, pp. 5-6. 
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Congregational Leadership 
Global Solidarity 

By Sister Maria Fest 

This may seem strange to you, but one of the greatest satisfactions that came with this new ministry 
of Congregational Leadership was membership in another group.  As an international congregation, 
we are eligible for membership in the UISG, the International Union of Superiors General.  This 
organization is headquartered in Rome, Italy.  Leaders of religious communities around the world 
belong to smaller groups called constellations.  The US Constellation is Constellation 3 and, 
generally, the group meets the Saturday following the close of the annual LCWR Assembly.  We 
were privileged to have the president of the UISG, Sr. Carmen Sammut, MSOLA as the keynote 
speaker at this year’s meeting.  She chose the topic of “Weavers of Global Solidarity,” as a good 
follow-up to the 2016 UISG Assembly in Rome.  Perhaps the other reason she chose the topic was 
that “global solidarity” appears in its mission statement:   

As an international body rooted in Christ and representing Congregations of Women 
Religious throughout the world, UISG seeks to witness to and proclaim the identity of 
apostolic religious life in all its diversity.  Through weaving global solidarity and opening 
new frontiers we animate, support and stimulate leadership of religious to be a prophetic 
voice and witness in the Church and the world.  The mission of UISG is to build bridges that 
span distances in order to create ways for members to be in communication, in community 
and in communion.  The purpose of UISG is promote an understanding of religious life. 

What do we understand by Global Solidarity?  “Solidarity is not a feeling of vague compassion or 
distress at the misfortune of so many people, both near and far.  On the contrary, it is a firm and 
persevering determination to commit oneself to the common good; to the good of all and of each 
individual, because we are all really responsible for all.” (Pope John Paul II, On Social Concerns)   

“The culture of solidarity means seeing others not as rivals or statistics, but brothers and sisters.  
And we are all brothers and Sisters.”  (Pope Francis, July 25, 2013, Varginha, Brazil.) 

What does it mean to weave solidarity?  Sister Carmen explained what she learned about weaving 
when she lived in the southern part of Algeria, in the desert, in a small town.  In spite of the heat 
in the summer months, it was cold in winter, even going below freezing.  She explained that they 
needed blankets and the women prepared the wool from their own sheep.  They sat and wove 
exquisite carpets from a mental picture of what they wanted to achieve.  They knew the process 
they had to use; they were perseverant as the work was slow.  They needed 120 knots per square 
centimeter for a very good carpet.  Very often weaving was a collective work where the neighbors 
came together to work on the same piece.  Each knew what she had to do for the whole work of 
art to be complete.   

How can we be weavers of global solidarity? Weaving global solidarity involves acting from a 
conviction that we are interrelated, that we are of one human race, acknowledging we belong to 
one family.  We need to start a process and take time to build together.  Weaving global solidarity 
implies building bridges together.  Perhaps one example of how we, as the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Divine Providence, were weavers of global solidarity was our quick and generous  
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response to the situation in Peru when much of the 
country was plagued with massive mud slides and 
flooding.  Donations from all parts of the 
Congregation, Sisters, Associates and friends of the 
Congregation, poured in.  The money was distributed 
through CONFER (Conference of Religious).  We 
sent almost $12,000 to Peru to be added to the 
worldwide collection of money.  This money would 
be used by Religious working among the peoples of 
Peru to respond to their needs.   

Another recent collaboration to help the people of 
Peru came through Water with Blessings, a non-profit 
organization in Middletown, Kentucky.  Sister 
Monika Mrosek learned about this organization 
through CONFER.  Water with Blessings exists to 
empower mothers as family and community leaders so 
that they might provide clean and safe water for their 
families and neighbors, and teach them clean water 
habits.  In 2011, Water with Blessings began to 
empower, equip and entrust short and long-term 
missionaries to carry state-of-the-art water filters 
around the world.  Putting these state-of-the-art water 
filters into the hands of mothers, and training them to 
provide clean water for their own families and for the 
communities in which they live, brings clean water to 
marginal neighborhoods around the world.  In August, 
Sister Monika will carry a duffle bag of filters for the 
people of Peru still dealing with the effects of floods 
and mud slides.  A second batch of water filters will 
go to Peru in November with Sr. Maria Cristina Prada 
Fuentes and a third batch in January with the 
Congregational Leadership Team.   
 
 

NOTE:  The theme of our next “Global Connections” 
Newsletter is Ministry - Responding to the Signs of 
the Times.  Articles are due by December 1st.  
Publication is scheduled for January 20. 

 

 

2017 
Sept 20-Oct 1    CLT visits Sisters 

Suwon, South Korea 

Oct 7    Jubilees Celebrations 
Kingston, MA 

Oct 14    Golden/Silver Jubilees 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Oct 17-21    Cong. Leadership Team 
meets, Wakefield, RI 

Oct 28    Diamond Jubilee 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Nov 2    Commission Chairs meet 
with CLT, Pittsburgh, PA 

Nov 4-9    Cong. Leadership Board 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Dec  8-12    Cong. Leadership Team 
meets, Wakefield, RI 

2018 
Jan 8-18    CLT visits Sisters 

Lima, Peru 

Apr 20-26    Int’l Associate Gathering 
Darmstadt, Germany 

June 15-16    Providence Event 
Women of Providence in Collab. 
Pittsburgh, PA 

CONGREGATIONAL 
CALENDAR 


