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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 
of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 
in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 
loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

THE CALL OF PROVIDENCE  
FOR OUR WORLD TODAY 

 

Sister Mary Francis Fletcher 

 
As I write today, our lives and our 
mission continue to be greatly 
impacted by local struggles and global 
social concerns.  This being true, it is 
also true, that in our lives and our 
mission we are also, and always, called 

by God to meet the moment, to recognize the blessings and 
graces found in the reality of “now,” to be open to the call and to 
trust God’s Providence in our response. 

In the United States, we are profoundly aware that our 
government’s actions to meet the Covid-19 pandemic has been 
disastrous, causing thousands of deaths and millions of illnesses.  
The necessary actions taken to “stay at home,” to protect people 
from the virus also wreaked havoc to the economic strength of so 
many poorer people, as millions here in the U.S. lost their jobs 
and thousands of businesses closed.  The coronavirus has 
affected every country on our planet, but none, with as many 
resources, seems to have done as poorly as has the U.S. and its 
government.  Along with that, here, too, we have been deeply 
affected and shamed by the terrible events, witnessed worldwide, 
of so much systemic racism in our society.  The recent murders of our black-and-brown sisters and 
brothers and the ensuing peaceful demonstrations and violent riots display for all the limits of our 
democracy and the failures of people of faith to be true to the Gospel of Jesus, who “came that we 

might have life.”  Our U.S. tragedy has raised this same issue to greater consciousness and action 
in other countries in our world, showing a centuries-old evil, hidden and still damaging to the lives 
and hope of so many people.  And, as if these realities weren’t enough, here in the U.S., we are in 
the midst of a rancorous and divisive political campaign for the election of many national leaders, 
most especially the election of our president.  The weaknesses of the U.S. and their effects on our 
global society have become more blatant, in ways we could not have imagined.  The future of 
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democracy, of peace and of global solidarity among nations, are at risk, endangering all people 
and the earth itself.  

How are we, as Sisters of Divine Providence, called today to be a light in the darkness and to make 
more visible God’s Providence and care for all life in our world.  Our Constitutions begin with the 
Providence Prayer, a prayer we have been praying daily for decades.  I was moved to consider four 
of the virtues identified in this prayer and to ask how they might give us some direction for our 
life and mission today and into the future.   

We exalt your Providence, O Lord, and we commit ourselves to making your Providence 

more visible in our world, 

 with fidelity, living as responsible stewards of the earth and our personal gifts, 

 with courage, confronting the evils and injustices of our times, 

 with compassion, entering into the joys and sufferings of your people, 

 with hope, collaborating with people of good will in fostering your reign on earth. 

We are called to fidelity.  Our charism itself is a tremendous gift which we offer to our world.  With 
each unfolding natural disaster, the damaging impact of a warming climate at every level of life on 
earth becomes more evident.  Our commitment as “responsible stewards of the earth” calls us to 
join with people globally to address the “care of our common home,” which itself is essential for 
the very survival of the human race and our planet.  Just in the past year, we have seen so much 
devastation of the earth and its resources, with the accompanying upheavals which affect the poorest 
people, the least among us, those who already struggle daily for survival.  How are we called now 
to fidelity?  What congregational action is needed to reduce our own impact on the earth’s climate 
and to join with others, to be responsible stewards for the sake of life itself.  Our Holy Father, 
Francis, in Laudato Si, begs us to act.  Fostering God’s Reign on earth calls us forth! 

We are called to courage.  Today’s evils and injustices call us into battles of confrontation.  The 
realities of oppression, greed, selfishness, war and many injustices bring pain and suffering, as did 
the passion and death of Jesus.  We know that these are times of grace and call, times which show 
us who we are, times which call us to conversion, to step out with boldness, to risk the responses 
of those who are satisfied with the “status quo” and the negative attacks of those who are resistant, 
even opposed, to change.  Our commitment needs to be to speak and act, addressing the issues of 
systemic racism and other “isms” in our countries, so that all people, every human person – 
refugees, immigrants, minorities by race, gender, religion, economic status, and those who are 
economically deprived – are respected, their human dignity valued, their gifts for society honored 
and their needs met.  How can we boldly, courageously, witness to the teaching of Jesus to “Love 
one another, as I have loved you” in this 21st century in which we live? 

We are called to compassion, to allow ourselves to be vulnerable, open and honest, to trust 
ourselves and to trust in the grace of God working in all people.  Our commitment is to enter into 
the joys and sufferings of God’s people.  This pandemic and our societal failures to assure that 
every person, as our sister and brother, has the health, food, water, home, work, education, and 
safety which each one needs, has opened our eyes to the cracks and chasms in our separate 
countries and cultures.  These realities have added to the great disparities of protection and support 
needed by all residents of our global village.  In August, at our annual LCWR assembly 
(Leadership Conference of Women Religious), the President, Sister Jayne Helmlinger CSJ said, 

Our history shows us that the sisters before us set out boldly, with little money and scarce 
resources, and leaned into the Spirit’s movement.  They accepted        (continued on page 8) 
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San Miguel Mission 

Residence Home – Juan Pablo II 
Huancapi, Ayacucho 

 
The Casa Hogar, “Juan Pablo II” (John Paul II) of Huancapi was founded in 1985 by the 
Archbishop of Ayacucho.  Huancapi, at 3081 meters above sea level, is the capital of the Victor 
Fajardo Province, in the Ayacucho Region.  It is located three hours from Huamanga, the capital 
of Ayacucho. 

Juan Pablo II was founded at the initiative, 
and under the directive of Pope John Paul 
II, who, after seeing the children who 
were victims of terrorism, donated money 
for the construction of a home.  The 
residence home was administered by the 
Missionary Sisters of Mary, who were 
responsible for the home for 32 years.  
This year, the community of Sisters had to 
withdraw from this ministry and were 
very grateful to the Sisters of Divine 
Providence for taking on the ministry.  
The Sisters formally assumed respon-
sibility on January 18, 2020, during the 
summer break.  

Currently there are 17 residents of the 
Hogar.  Nine of them are younger girls, 
ages 6 to 13, who are at the Primary 
School level, in grades one to six.  Sister 
Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes is the leader 
for this age group. 

Six older girls range in age from 13 to 
16 and are at the Secondary School 
level.  Here, they are working on very 
old computers for their virtual classes 
and studies.   

The residence also includes two young adults who 
attend Higher Education programs.   
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Sister Renee Taipe Soto is the leader of the older age groups and is the Director of the Hogar.  
Sister Renee also has knowledge of English and supports the high school students in their English 
classes.  

Sister Monika Mrosek, the third Sister in this 
ministry, serves especially in the area of 
administration.  She is also involved with the 
reading programs for the younger and older 
students and teaches English to the primary school 
girls, as well as having some responsibility for 
other tasks in the residence. 

During this time of the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
with virtual classes for the young people’s 
education, the Sisters offer an intense 

accompaniment of the girls and youth, to assure their learning and also to provide the personal 
guidance and care which they need. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Province 

Silver Jubilee 

This year, seven Sisters (Teresa Youngjeom Kim, 
Marie Rosa Jungga Oh, Serena Yoonhee Lee, 
Francesca Misook Choi, Agatha Insook Han, Ota 
Julia Miok Kim and Fides Maria Mira Jang) 
celebrated their silver jubilee on August 1, Mother 
Marie Day.  It was originally planned to celebrate 
on May 1, but Covid-19 prevented us from carrying 
on all the planned events and programs at that time.  
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The jubilarians, unfortunately, could not invite any 
guests except the professed members of the 
province. The celebrant of the mass was Father John 
the Baptist Choi, professor of Suwon Catholic 
University. 
 

Preparation for 170th Anniversary 

The year 2021 marks the 170th anniversary 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of 
Divine Providence.  In preparation for it, 
St. Joseph Province decided to have some 
special programs on the Foundation Day 
this year.  

One of them is a presentation by two small 
groups about what they have researched 
and done during these four years.  As a 
result of the provincial chapter in 2016, 
Sisters were open to form small groups, 
voluntarily, to study and research 
Providence spirituality and theology, 
founders or history of the congregation, and then to 
present what they did on a special day in 2020.  
There were five or six groups formed at the 
beginning, but only two of them submitted the result 
of their work, groups of Galilee and JPIC.   

Another feature will be pictures of the local or area 
members with congratulation banners or 
decorations.  They are to be collected to make a 
video clip and to be shown to all 
the members on that day.  The 
last, and not the least, feature is 
an exhibition of the historical 
moments of our congregation 
prepared by the history 
committee of the province.  The 
members of the committee  along 
with the help of some Sisters who 
are willing to contribute their 
gifts, are working very hard for 
the exhibition.  And then in 2021, we plan to celebrate a special mass for the anniversary.  We 
hope we can meet face to face, in spite of Covid-19 and we can celebrate this special moment.  
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Marie de la Roche Province 

First Virtual Assembly 
 

Due to the pandemic, the Marie 
de la Roche Province held its 
first virtual all-Community 
gathering, titled "Celebrate Who 
We Are," on August 2–4, 2020. 
Through the use of technology 
and creativity, Sisters and 
Associates connected with each 
other via live-streaming and ZOOM.  Local houses throughout 
the province set a table with bread, wine and salt, symbols of 
Eucharistic hospitality to welcome all participants.  During the 
gathering, Sisters and Associates celebrated 20 Jubilarians who 
represent 1,245 years of ministry; they remembered with 
gratitude their deceased Sisters and Associates, and they made 
initial preparations for the 2021 Provincial Chapter. 

Social Justice Award Presented to 

Rev. James Martin S.J. 

On August 3rd, the Marie de la Roche Province presented 
the Ketteler Award for Social Justice to the Reverend 
James Martin S.J.  Father Martin is an author, editor at 
large for America magazine, the national Catholic review 
and a Consultor to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Communication.  Father Martin was recognized for his 
extensive and ongoing commitment to social justice and 
his advocacy for and ministry with LGBTQ persons.  

The award is named for Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, Bishop of Mainz, Germany from 1851-
1877.  He is co-founder of the Sisters of Divine Providence and was a tireless fighter for the rights 
of the working class and the marginalized.  To read more about Reverend James Martin, visit: 
cdpsisters.org/2020KettelerAward. 
 

Sisters from La Posada Providencia bid Farewell to the Valley 
By Alana Hernandez (excerpts of story published in the Valley Morning Star, August 10, 2020) 

 

SAN BENITO — For a little more than three decades, Sisters Margaret Mertens and Zita Telkamp 
have called the Valley their home as they helped thousands of immigrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers through their work at La Posada Providencia.  At the end of August, they will bid the 
Valley and La Posada Providencia farewell as they enter a new chapter in their journey of service. 
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“Since Sister Margaret and I are both octogenarians, 
the leadership of our community, the Sisters of Divine 
Providence, Marie de la Roche Province, asked us 
recently to consider transitioning to our central 
location in Allison Park, PA,” Telkamp said. 

For Telkamp and Mertens, COVID-19 has allowed 
them time for prayerful reflection and discernment as 
they complete their plans to transition.  However, they 
said, the pandemic has not provided them ample time 
… to express their gratitude and say their goodbyes in 
person. 

“Upon leaving La Posada, we naturally feel sadness. We are leaving what has been our home,” 
Telkamp said. “Yet, we have a strong feeling of gratitude to God that La Posada has not only been 
our home but also our ministry and mission for a combined 33 years.” 

In 1995, Mertens became director of La Posada Providencia and remained in that position until 
2008.  To prepare for this ministry, Mertens learned Spanish and Mexican American culture by 
studying at a local community college and entering a language immersion experience in 
Guadalajara, Mexico…. After a sabbatical to serve the needs of the community in St. Louis, 
Mertens returned to La Posada Providencia in 2012 as site coordinator. 

In June 2008, Telkamp succeeded Mertens in becoming La Posada Providencia’s third program 
director since its founding in 1989.  Prior to Telkamp’s arrival, she ministered as … an elementary 
teacher and principal for 35 years of the 49 years she served in Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis and the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois. 

From 1995 through 2001, Telkamp was a member of the provincial council for the St. Louis 
Province of the Sisters on Divine Providence.  In 2001 through 2007, she ministered at Room at 
the Inn, …a Sisters of Divine Providence sponsored shelter for homeless women and families.  In 
2013, Bishop Daniel E. Flores of the Diocese of Brownsville nominated Telkamp for the Catholic 
Extension Lumen Christi award, which honors an individual or group working in a U.S. mission 
diocese who demonstrates how the power of faith can transform lives and communities.  Telkamp 
was a finalist for the award and received a $10,000 donation from the Catholic Extension to support 
and further the ministry of La Posada Providencia. 

Both Telkamp and Mertens were nominees and received the Ketteler Award for Social Justice in 
2019.  The award was instituted in 1988 to honor individuals who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to social justice.   

“We have had the privilege of living with and helping those we love – immigrants, refugees and 
asylum seekers,” Telkamp said. “To our civic and faith communities, our volunteers, especially in 
South Texas, you are among the countless people sharing so generously your time, talents and 
treasure that have made our ministry possible.”  Telkamp said it has been their blessing to make 
God’s providence visible to the world by welcoming those in need and giving them hope. 
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Statement on Racism 

Saddened, alarmed by manifestations of racism,  
the Sisters release a public statement. 

Witnessing the dying moments of George Floyd on TV while he was 
in the custody of Minneapolis Police, the very people who are 
supposed to protect all its citizens, we saw that Mr. Floyd was 
gasping for breath and saying, "Please, I can’t breathe."  A sense of 
anger and helplessness came upon us as we couldn’t believe this was 
really happening.  When we heard the report that he was pronounced 
dead at the hospital, our hearts broke for the family of George Floyd 
and to all our Black brothers and sisters who suffer incidences like this way too often.  We are a 
Roman Catholic community of Women Religious, beneficiaries of white privilege.  We are 
saddened and alarmed by the many manifestations of racism that is demonstrated by incidents such 
as this in our country. 

We are Sisters of Divine Providence of the Marie de la Roche Province. We and our Associates 
and Partners in ministry, work for Justice in Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Peru, the Dominican 
Republic, Illinois, North Carolina, Florida, Tennessee, Missouri and Massachusetts.  We were 
founded in 1851 by Bishop Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler of Germany who confronted civil 
and ecclesiastical authority when needed, risking his authority and reputation in the pursuit of 
justice.  In his spirit we can do no less. 

We respect and support the rights of all those who are trying to conduct peaceful demonstrations 
in honor of George Floyd and calling for reform in the way our police systems throughout the U.S. 
handle arrest cases.  We are dismayed by the violence and destruction that some demonstrators are 
displaying. 

We call on our civil authorities – the state governments, the mayors of our cities, police 
departments – throughout our country to scrutinize and reform the way police officers are trained 
and to ban all use of excessive force to nonviolent, compliant suspects in custody – applied equally 
to Blacks and Whites. 

We invite you all to pray with us for the reform needed to make our country a more just society 
for all peoples who live here. 

Sincerely,  
Sisters of Divine Providence Leadership Team 
 
 

 

(continued from page 2) 
their vulnerability and tapped into their faith, wisdom, and creativity.  They forged new 
communities and new ministries in frontiers that were rugged, rough and wild.  They 
ventured beyond the borders of the birthplaces of their congregations and followed the 
Spirit in far-off lands. 

What then does “compassion” and solidarity with all people ask of us today?  We are an 
international, intercultural, and intergenerational congregation, with many elderly Sisters and also 
many younger Sisters.  We live and minister in countries which need us, countries where we can 
see many unmet needs and there are other countries too where the needs are great.  As we look 
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and see, we can easily be overwhelmed by the question of what we are called to do.  We need to 
search honestly, together, for ways in which our total congregation can see our reality and our 
blessings and can respond to God’s call for compassionate responses to these needs.  

Finally, we are called to hope, to witness hope, to be filled with the joy and hope which comes 
from knowing the abundance of grace and love of God which is ours.  We are called “to discover 

God’s Providence and to help others discover it in all the events of life” (Constitutions #35 §3). 
To share our hope, we are called to community, committed to collaborate with all people, to 
become partners responsive to the needs of others, to serve the immediate needs where we are able, 
and to work, in each of our societies, to end the systems which burden our fellow beings with fear, 
injustice, dishonor, disrespect and daily struggle.  Jesus formed a community of disciples to “go 

into the whole world and proclaim the Good News to all creation.” (Mark 16:15) Our charism and 
our commitment calls us to join with others, “people of good will,” to address these issues and 
concerns.  We cannot do any of this alone.  We need God and God’s grace.  We also need other 
people and groups and they need us.   

History has shown us, in so many eras, take bold, unselfish action as we reached out and met the 
needs of the earlier times.  How are we called now, today?  Sister Jayne Helmlinger CSJ said to 
us in her LCWR address: 

“Let us embrace what we have, who we are, right now!  As we live into God’s infinite 
vision, let us take that next leap of faith waiting at the borders of our imaginations…. We 
are co-creators, contemplative, and apostolic, discerners, and risktakers.  We are women 
of faith, hope, and abundant love.  The borders beckon.  The time to venture to the “beyond” 
is upon us.  Let’s go! … we are in this together!!!”  

This is our new Providence moment, our call and our commitment!  May we have the openness 
and trust to believe that we are never alone, as individuals or as a community, that our God of 
Providence is with us as we continue to make this journey of fidelity, courage, compassion and 
hope.  Let us trust Jesus’ promise when he said, “I came that they might have life and have it to 

the full.”  (John 10:10) 
 

 

Laudato Si and the Way Forward 
UISG Campaign for the Planet 

“’Praise be to you, my Lord.’ These words of the beautiful canticle of Saint Francis of Assisi 

remind us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful 

mother who opens her arms to embrace us.  ‘Praise be to you my Lord, through Mother 

Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with colored flowers 

and herbs.  This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by 

our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her.  (LS #1,2) 

These words introduce the encyclical letter of Pope Francis.   

In this second encyclical of Pope Francis, Laudato Si:  On Care of Our Common Home, Pope 
Francis draws all Christians into a dialogue with every person on the planet about our common 
home.  We, as human beings, are united by the concern for our planet and every living thing that 
dwells on it, especially the poorest and most vulnerable.  Pope Francis’ letter joins the body of the 
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Church’s social and moral teaching and draws on the best scientific research providing the 
foundation for the encyclical.   

On June 18, 2018, the UISG (Union of International Superiors General) launched a two-year 
campaign called “Sowing Hope for the Planet” to share in the efforts to put Laudato Si into 
practice.  UISG congregations of women religious were encouraged to reflect more deeply on 
Laudato Si and to consider ways to make this message a reality, both personally and within our 
communities.  At that time, they requested that Communities appoint a person to coordinate their 
efforts.  Because we had much going on with the work of the four Commissions, I did not 
encourage forming another effort.  I was well aware that many religious looked forward to the 
encyclical and were making efforts among their provinces to study the encyclical and become 
familiar with its message and wisdom.  By March of 2019, UISG, through the planning of Sr. 
Sheila Kinsey FCJM, established a website with information on the efforts of religious 
Communities.  The website is www.sowinghopefortheplanet.org.  The languages on the website 
are English, Spanish, French, Italian and Portuguese.  Every website for UISG, JPIC (Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation), and Global Catholic Climate Movement are promoting the 
campaign for the Earth.  As a result of these initial efforts, Laudato Si has been spreading within 
religious communities throughout the world, becoming a deeply meaningful connection with 
people and the earth through faith and the words of Pope Francis.  This realization led to a global 
network of religious working together to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (LS #49).  
Rather than promoting this message, solely as individuals, collective action carries a powerful 
potential of making the message a much richer reality.  Pope Francis asks us for a personal and 

communal ecological conversion, often reminding us that “everything is interconnected.”   

At the Plenary Assembly of UISG (which occurs every three years) in May, 2019, this topic was 
again discussed.  At the Assembly we were reminded of the growing awareness and urgency of 
climate change and the need to address the environment and society.  At the Assembly, we became 
aware of our influential power to make a difference by giving the Sisters a stronger voice on this 
issue.  It provided the Sisters with the opportunities to become fully sensitive to the situation of 
our common home, “so as to dare to turn what is happening to our world into their own personal 
suffering and thus discover what each of us can do about it.”  (LS #19) 

Having the women religious involved provided an opportunity, not only to develop a network that 
could help spread the word about what is being done, but also to highlight the work of women 
religious.  The Congregational Leadership Team was in Germany after the Plenary Assembly of 
UISG in May, 2019.  As always, we had our own meeting while in Germany.  At that meeting, I 
asked Sister Liberata if the Mission & Internationality Commission could take on this the task of 
promoting Laudato Si and if she or someone from her Commission could be our contact with UISG.  
She accepted the challenge, as they were completing their Commission work.  Of course, COVID-
19 got in the way of many of our efforts.  But at our last ZOOM CLT Meeting, Sr. Liberata assured 
me they were ready to accept the challenge.  

This year we celebrate the 5th Anniversary of the encyclical Laudato Si.  The UISG leadership sent 
a guide for Jubilee for the Earth, a celebration guide for the Season of Creation, which started 
on September 1st and culminated on October 4th.  We did not send the Jubilee for the Earth 
Celebration Guide out to you because we did not have time to get it translated in all our languages.  
We have been keeping our translators very busy with everything related to our Congregational  
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Leadership Board Meeting which takes place October 14-20.  Also, there are many resources for 
prayer services and for actions toward sustainability which can be found on the internet.  We 
encourage each of our units, i.e. Provinces and Mission to choose a day, or many days, to celebrate 
often this anniversary and call by leading a creation-center Prayer and continuing to deepen our 
awareness of how critical it is that our earth be cared for and used as God intended. 

Sister Maria Fest 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The year’s theme for “Global Connections,” is Mission and Life for the Future. 

Articles for the winter issue are due  

by December 1st.  Publication will be mid-January. 

 

2020 

Oct. 14-15 – Commission Chairs meet 

with Congregational Leadership 

Board, using Zoom technology 

Oct 16-20 – CLB Meeting continues 

virtually 

Dec 3-6 – Pre-Chapter Commission – 

also a meeting in cyberspace 

2021 

Feb 22-25 – Pre-Chapter Commission in 

Pittsburgh PA 

June 13-26 – Congregational Chapter in 

Pittsburgh, PA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 


