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INTERCULTURALITY 

 

Sister Maria Fest 

In our 23rd General Chapter we affirmed, 
“As members of the international 
Congregation of the Sisters of Divine 
Providence, we desire to deepen our 
unity as one congregation and to 
strengthen our international identity.”  
We committed:  

1. “…to creating new ways of connecting with each other 
relationally and culturally  

2. “…to forming communities of international members in our 
Provinces/missions to live and work together in a ministry 
within that Province/mission….  We work collaboratively to 
support these international communities and ministries with 
personnel, resources and training/education, if necessary.”  

And we further affirmed:  
1. “that the Congregational Leadership Team, in dialogue with 

Province Leaders, encourages efforts to establish new 
missions beyond our geographic boundaries.”  

2. that each Province/Mission “assumes responsibility for 
vocation promotion” ... to preserve membership in the 
Congregation.1 

These are courageous statements that were ratified by the delegates 
of that Chapter.  Some may even say these statements sound 
contradictory, such as "to deepen our unity as one Congregation 
and to strengthen our international identity."  Furthermore, we are beginning to realize that these 
statements may have even been prophetic as we watch our world situation unfold.  We begin to realize 
more and more that both our mission and our living are in global communities.  What are we being 
called to at this time?  

In 2001 when our three German Provinces came together and formed the Emmanuel von Ketteler 
Province and the three US Provinces and the region of Puerto Rico came together to form the Marie 
de la Roche Province, we realized that even within the same country, such as Germany or the United 
States, there are different cultures which involve dialects, communication styles, community 
practices and customs, preferences in food and dress, ways we pray and ways we organize our lives.  
                                                           
1 23rd General Chapter Directional Statements 
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Coming together was a greater adjustment than Sisters thought it would be and, at times, you could 
hear the lament, “Why did we do this?"  The adjustment has taken time, and I think we know the 
answer of why we did what we did in 2001.  It was because we were facing a future with fewer 
members; the number of deaths in communities far outnumbered the number of new entrants.  But 
more importantly, we celebrated the same foundation, honored the same founders and had the same 
charism.  Inherently we knew we could do more together, than we could do separately.  The "whole 
is greater than the sum of its parts."  Even independent communities found communities of like 
charism with whom to "merge"; other communities decided it was time to complete their mission.  

Over the years, we appreciated our internationality and were able to acknowledge the giftedness and 
challenges that come with being multicultural.  In our larger houses or communities, the cultures 
coexisted; the size of the existing community was overwhelmingly greater than the size of the 
incoming group of two or three members from another culture.  The invitation to the newcomers was 
warm, but the message was clear, "We invite you to join us and share in the riches of our traditions 
and culture."  Community structures did not change; newcomers were assimilated into them.  Perhaps 
we were even able to go a step further, "Come and join our community and help us to diversify 
internally and internationally."  The call now is more radical and the message is, "Bring your culture 
and religious values, your voice and yourself; help us to become an intercultural community."  
Actually, what I have described above is taken from a book by Anthony Gittins, CSSp called Living 
Mission Intercultural/y.  He refers to the three statements as Invitation, Inclusion and Radical 
Welcome.2 

If we form communities of international members in our Provinces/Missions to work together in a 
ministry only the "radical welcome" approach will work.  The Congregational House formed to carry 
out a ministry has to involve an incarnation – the community will be transformed by what each 
member (culture) brings, namely their talents and faith commitments.  There is no dominant culture 
regardless of where the mission is located.  The community formed is truly intercultural as the 
community evolves organically.  Every culture contributes to the life and spirit of the community 
formed to carry out the ministry.  As members of the community change, the community changes as 
well.  

The prelude to our commitments and affirmations was a statement of our desire to deepen our unity 
while we strengthened our international identity.  As we struggle to become an intercultural 
community, we cannot focus on cultural diversity.  The challenge is to engage cultural/ 
ethnic/nationality diversity while moving in the direction of mutually enriching interculturality, both 
within the congregation and its ministry/mission.3  We have to grow into an understanding that 
diversity means difference, not better or worse.  When we do this, we truly become a faith community 
– a community in which its members support, encourage, and challenge each other.  The members of 
such a community not only share faith but gather around the same table and share the essence of their 
lives with each other; they are in communion with each other.  

Not only is interculturism relevant to religious communities today, but also to society as a whole. In 
2005, the United Nations agency, UNESCO adopted the Convention on the Protection and Promotion 
of the Diversity of Cultural Expression that declares support for interculturality.  Not only is 
interculturism important in our living with each other, but in how we carry out our mission.  It will 
inform how we respond to the needs of our time wherever we minister.  

                                                           
2 Living Mission Interculturally by Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp 
3 UISG Bulletin March 2018 
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St. Joseph Province 
Easter Celebrations 

 
This year, the Easter Vigil was celebrated with the 
priests and seminarians of the Korean Missionary 
Society at their chapel near the motherhouse.  It 
was already agreed between the two communities 
to prepare for the Easter respectively:  the Sisters 
would be responsible for the mass hymns and the 
seminarians would be in charge of altar service.  
After the liturgy, all gathered to have a party in the 
dining room of the seminary. 

On the Easter Sunday, Msgr. Shim 
celebrated the mass at 11 and then all 
the Sisters with the monsignor had a 
dinner at Ketteler Hall.  We could enjoy 
a special dish prepared by the Sisters at 
La Roche Hall. 

 
After the Easter Sunday, we usually hit 
the road “to Emmaus” like the two 
disciples who met Jesus on their way to 
Emmaus. This time, the three 
communities in the mother-house- 
Ketteler community, La Roche 
community, and the novitiate-had their 
own way of encountering Jesus.   
 

 
 
The Sisters at La Roche had a long trip to 
Gunsan, a southwest city for two nights 
and three days; the Sisters at Ketteler had 
a one-day trip to the Songnisa Buddhist 
temple; and the novitiate had a one-day 
trip to Jeonju Hanok maeul, a village of 
Korean traditional houses.  They could 
experience encountering Jesus in their 
own way in different places.  
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Silver Jubilee 
 
 

On May 1, five Sisters celebrated a thanks-giving mass for 
their silver jubilee, which was presided over by Fr. Francis 
Lee.   
 
 

Providence Family Event 
 

On May 5, Children’s Day, Providence Family held an event with the help of the Sisters. It began 
with the opening mass celebrated by Fr. Peter Noh.  This year, the Sisters prepared and sold the food 
for the participants and the members of Providence Family opened a flea market in order to raise 
funds for the poor and needy. After lunch, all the participants gathered to have fun in the yard.  

Call to Make God’s Providence 
More Visible? 

On May 7, Bishop Eugene Cyrille from Abomey in 
Benin, Africa visited St. Joseph province through the 
mediation of Sister Liberata Ricker, a general 
councilor.  He spared one day for us while visiting Fr. 
Jongsu Kim, a priest of the archdiocese of Seoul and 
old friend of his. He met with Sister Teresa Joo, 
provincial, and shared his desire and dream of inviting 
the Sisters of Divine Providence to his diocese.  After 
lunch with the Sisters, he stressed once again to listen 
to and reply to the call of the Provident God with 
discernment and passion for mission. 

And almost at the same time there was another call for mission from Vietnam.  A priest of the diocese 
of Incheon who is a friend of one of our Sisters and has been in Vietnam for almost 20 months asked 
the Sisters to come over and meet with the Bishop of the diocese of Danang to tap some possibilities 
of living and working there.  With an idea of having a better understanding, Sister Teresa Joo, along 
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 with three other Sisters, visited Danang, Vietnam 
from May 21 through 24.  They met with the Bishop, 
followed by visiting two social welfare facilities – 
a nursing home for the elderly and a rehabilitation 
center run by the Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres.  
They came back to Korea after visiting the Shrine 
of Our Lady of La Vang, the only place of Marian 
Apparition in Asia approved by the Vatican, where 
they prayed that the will of our Provident God 
would come true in his own way. 

Evening Devoted to Blessed Mary 

In every May, the month designated for the Blessed Mary, we 
have a special evening devoted to the Blessed Mary in order to 
cherish her life of faith and to dedicate ourselves to Christ 
following the model of the Virgin Mary.  This year we began the 
ritual in front of the statue of Our Lady at Ketteler Hall.  After 
putting a flower crown of roses on her, we went out to the front 
yard and said rosaries, walking along the long driveway with 
kindled candles.  We prayed especially for the peace of the 
Korean peninsula and the whole world.  

Other Events 

On April 14, ten 
members of Providence 
Companions made their 
commitment after 
finishing one-year period of initial formation and new 
members attended the entrance ceremony.  

On April 16, the mass for the 304 victims of the sunken ferry 
off Jeju island was celebrated at Gwanghwamoon square 
with more than 500 people, including many priests and 

religious. Some of our Sisters participated as usual.  

From May 7 to 9, eight Sisters took 
part in a workshop for training 
spiritual directors conducted by 
Sister Sohee Shin RSCJ.  It was the 
first part of a series of planned 
workshops in order to help those 
Sisters who wanted to learn more 
about spiritual direction and to be of 
help to the people they ministered to in addition to help themselves.  

And Sister Ann Pairn moved to the convent of St. Mary’s Hospital in Uijeongbu on June 1.  She will 
stay there until the end of August, teaching English to the Sisters and the employees who are willing 
to learn English including nurses at the hospital.   
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Mission San Miguel 
In our last Global Connections in April, as 
well as in the two most recent issues of our 
Congregational E-News (February and May), 
we have shared lots of details about what has 
been happening in our efforts to meet the 
present and future residential needs of the 
community in Peru.   

Along with a new home for the Sisters, a residence is 
planned for young women studying at the universities and 
other institutes of learning or coming in to Lima to work 
for a period of time.  These women will be able to live at 
the residence on a sliding payment scale, including some 
with full scholarship.  The plans for this project are also 
being made to assure that what is built can sustain both 
living and ministry in Lima for the future. 

                                  
Since January we have been moving ahead with Phase 2.  
This phase will get everything in place to be ready for the 
construction phase by next winter.  Frequently some or 
all the Sisters gather together with the Kairos team to 
process information, to review designs, to clarify hopes 
and dreams together.  This collaborative time and 
process together has strengthened and bonded the Sisters 
as a community and has deepened their desires for a 
future within our international congregation. 

Recognizing that the empowerment of 
women is one of the greatest needs in 
Peru, we hope to attract fundraisers from 
Germany, Canada, Italy, and the United 
States to provide the money needed for 
this dream to become a reality. 
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Marie de la Roche Province 

2018 Woman of Providence Award 
 
Elsa Medina Rivera, CDP is named 2018 Woman of Providence.  In 
1963, the Sisters of Divine Providence founded La Roche College and 
named it for our cofounder, Mother Marie de la Roche.  Since then, the 
Sisters have taken a vital interest in the ongoing mission and development 
of the College and continue to animate the values and inspire the College 
community.  The Woman of Providence Award is given annually at the 
spring commencement to a member of the Congregation whose life of 
service, as a part of the mission of the Congregation, is a compelling 
example of God’s Providence made visible. 

While living and ministering in Arecibo with other members of the congregation, Sister Elsa 
experienced first-hand the terror and devastation of Hurricane Maria on September 20, 2017.  Despite 
dealing with the storm’s aftermath, including destruction to the convent, living without electricity for 
two months and struggling each day to find gasoline and clean water, Sister Elsa persevered in helping 
her brothers and sisters in need.  Through her leadership, Sister Elsa, along with other Sisters and 
volunteers, delivered hundreds of water filters, cooked and distributed meals and visited the sick and 
those left homeless.  After many days and weeks of providing assistance to the ravaged communities 
on the island, Sister Elsa realized it was the personal touch that mattered most; spending time with 
people and listening to their stories.  It was not always about giving things. 

Sister Elsa finds community life most satisfying.  She says, “Not feeling alone and working for the 
same ideal with a group of women at the international level and with different cultures has taught me 
a lot.  It is the possibility of living with other people where we have rich ingredients of love, joy, 
unity, hope, challenges and the great adventure of our charism – faith and trust – shared with others 
on the journey.” 

 
Sisters stand with March for our Lives 

On March 24, Sisters Karina Conrad, Ana Lydia Sonera Matos and 
Marise Hrabosky joined March for Our Lives and took to the streets 
of downtown Pittsburgh PA to protest the gun violence plaguing 
American schools. 

This issue is one of the many concerns addressed by the Sisters’ 
Social Justice ministry, which challenges Sisters and Associates to 
live and work for a more just and peaceful world. 

 
ATHENA Leadership Award 

In May, Associate Pat Montgomery received the ATHENA Leaders of the Huron Valley 2017 
Leadership Award for her innovative work in developing young people.  Pat, along with her husband 
Jim, founded the Clonlara School in 1967 – an accredited K-12 school supporting self-directed 
learning in the U.S. and over 30 countries with a campus and home-based education program.  Their 
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vision was to create a school where children of all creeds, races and ages would learn and grow in an 
unhurried, relaxed atmosphere, where enrollment would be a limited number of students so that the 
children, staff and parents would all get to know one another, and where parents would share 
intimately in the life of the school and in the education of the children. 
 

Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

Living with Dignity 
Medical treatment for migrants at the Marienhospital in Darmstadt. 

In order to give numerous people without health insurance – Germans as well as migrants with 
insecure residence status – access to medical care, the ‘Maltese Migrant Medicine’ was founded in 
2006 at the Marienhospital in Darmstadt.  It was a happy combination of providing the infrastructure 
by the leadership of the house of the Sisters of Divine Providence, represented by Sister Liberata 
Ricker, the medical care, volunteered by Dr. W. Kauder, former leading physician of the 
Marienhospital and the Diocese Mainz, by Cardinal Lehmann, who took over the patronage.  We 
Sisters felt challenged and obliged, in accordance with the mission of the founder of our religious 
community, Bishop von Ketteler, who described the social question as the most important question 

of our time, in order to heal the evils of the time in 
the sense of social justice. 

Today more and more people are taking advantage 
of the free and voluntary care of the Maltese 
migrant medicine at the Marienhospital in 
Darmstadt.  They are people – including German 
citizens – without a valid residence status, without 
health insurance, who fall through our social 
network and cannot afford an illness, partly because 
of bankruptcy, divorce, alcoholism.  The indebted, 
who can no longer pay their bills, shy away from 

going to the social security office or do not manage to make use of Harzt IV.  Not counting the current 
increase in refugees, from 2006 to 2016, a total of 6,257 people from 103 countries have received 
medical treatment.  In the event that a patient needs another specialist, Dr. Kauder can refer him to 
almost 70 other specialists from all medical disciplines in Darmstadt. Operations and hospital care 
are mainly paid for with donated money. 
 

Here we have succeeded in setting an example in the sense of lived solidarity in the spirit of our 
mission, in respect and appreciation for the dignity of every human being.   Sr. LIberata Ricker 
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Women of Providence in Collaboration (WPC) 

2018 Providence Event 

On the weekend of June 15-17, more than 120 Sisters and Associates (women and men) from the 
United States, Canada, and the Caribbean made the journey to Pittsburgh to participate in an event 
entitled, Echoing the Providence of Peace in an Intercultural World.  The event took place on the 
Providence Heights campus, and with the support of leaders and staff of Marie de la Roche Province 
and La Roche College.  With the event held locally, a larger group of Sisters and Associates of the 
Marie de la Roche Province were able to participate.  Sisters Maria, Rosa, and Mary Francis also 
attended this event.  It was a wonderful opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones, a time to 
pray together, listen deeply to the ways in which the Scriptures lead us to faithful living and to the 
witness of Providence and peace in our multicultural world.   

The main presenter was Dr. Megan McKenna, an internationally known author, theologian, storyteller 
and lecturer.  She is a lover of words who bases her wisdom and her presentations on the Scriptures, 
on poetry, stories and traditions from many countries and peoples, using images and phrases which 
call us to conversion and which bring meaning and hope to our world.  Megan is a woman of peace, 
a woman who calls us to live the Gospel as authentic followers of Jesus, as people who live in peace, 
forgiveness, reconciliation and the freedom of the children of God, believers who seek restorative 
justice among peoples which leads to “at-one-ment”, to communion in one world. 

At this event, Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, 
retired auxiliary Bishop of Detroit, Michigan, 
was given a Providence Award for his life and 
witness for Peace and Justice.  One of the 
authors of the 1983 U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference pastoral letter, The Challenge of 
Peace, Bishop Gumbleton is a founding 
member of Pax Christi USA and of Bread for 
the World.  (Photo, left to right:  Sister Barbara 
McMullen, WPC Executive Director, Bishop 
Thomas Gumbleton, Dr. Megan McKenna) 

Since becoming a bishop in 1968, Bishop 
Gumbleton has spoken out courageously and written extensively on many global justice issues.  He 
has advocated for the victims of sexual abuse and for full participation and the rights of women and 
homosexuals in the Catholic Church.  He has called for the end of war and abolition of nuclear 
weapons and met with war victims on many continents.  At this event, Bishop spoke humbly and 
quietly, yet with a passion for justice and peace everywhere in our world today. 

These two peacemakers gave all of us who were present for the weekend an unforgettable gift as they 
reminded us of the life, attitudes, and actions of Jesus described in the Christian Scriptures.  To add 
to the input and table sharing, five Sisters from different congregations and countries – Korea, 
Vietnam, China, El Salvador, and Nigeria – spoke of the challenges, blessings, and graces which they 
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experienced in moving to the United States and 
becoming members of one of our Providence 
communities. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

We are most grateful to the Governing Board and the 
Executive Director of WPC, our own Sister Barbara 
McMullen, for the opportunity to deepen our 
understanding of and appreciation for Jesus’ teachings 
for peace and to hear more fully our call to be disturbed 
by them, so that we may grow into a more authentic 
witness of God’s love and Providence, wherever we live 
and serve others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  The theme of our “Global Connections” Newsletter for the year is Mission.  The lead 
articles focus on Mission through the lens of Internationality and Interculturality.  Articles for the 
fall issue are due by August 20th.  Publication will be mid-October. 
 

2018 

July 30-Aug. 3 – Cong. Leadership 
Team meets (Wakefield, RI) 

Aug 31-Sept 4 – Financial Steward-
ship Commission (Kingston, USA) 

Sept 6-10 – Mission & Internationality 
Commission (Kingston, USA) 

Sept. 13-17 – Formation Commission 
(Suwon, South Korea) 

Sept 27-Oct 6 – Visitation (S. Korea) 
celebration of Golden Jubilee 

Oct. 23-27 – Governance Commission 
(Mainz, Germany) 

October 29 – Cong. Leadership Team 
meets with Commission Chairs 
(Mainz, Germany) 

Oct 30 – Nov 7 – Cong. Leadership 
Board meets (Mainz, Germany) 

Nov 9-10 – Cong. Leadership Team 
meets in (Mainz, Germany) 

CONGREGATIONAL 
CALENDAR 


