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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 

of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 

in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 

loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 
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LIVING IN THE SPIRIT OF 

JESUS 

"We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our 

mission to be God's loving face for all 

creation in its joys and sorrows"1 

On February 20, 2020, the alleged 

assailant of German nationality, in Hanau, in the vicinity of our 

community at the Brothers Grimm Monument, opened fire and 

shot 11 people.  This area has a migrant population and the victims 

are people with a migrant background.  After the fatal attacks he 

killed his mother and himself.  The authorities assume that the 

crime was racially motivated.  In a kind of manifesto, that is 

available, Tobias R. made mention of it.   

We are still in a state of shock - paralyzed, shaken and speechless. 

Condolences came to Germany from all over the world.  In Berlin, 

Chancellor Merkel said:  "Racism is a poison.  Hatred is a poison. 

And this poison in our society is responsible for far too many 

crimes." 

The bishops of the Catholic and Protestant churches expressed 

their condolences and promised their help.  "Churches are a good 

place where you can bring your consternation and grief," said 

Kropf-Brandau. She knows that looking for answers or 

explanations does not help.  For her, God is not the one who 

resolves this incomprehension, but the one to whom one can complain about this stunned state.  

"We believe this is in God's good hands."  The representatives of the Christian churches said that 

the people of Hanau are not used to open churches outside of weekends.  "We stand ready to share 

 
1 Mission Statement of the Sisters of Divine Providence, 2018 
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the pain with people."  It will probably take time before people realize what has happened.  Vigils 

– Kurdish and Muslim communities gathered for prayers in their places of worship. 2 

"We want to be close to the local people, it is important that we listen to them, talk to each other 

and offer them our help", said the managing director of the regional network of migrant 

organizations.  We, Sisters, were also at the scene of the attack and expressed our sympathy.  The 

Prime Minister of Hesse spoke of an "attack on all of us; this has not happened in Germany for the 

last 70 years." 

When we do not stand together, nobody can achieve anything, I was told by someone. 

What fascinates me is this shared faith of the people who have gathered in houses of worship and 

prayer or in open places to show solidarity and stand together in this terrible situation.  I felt and 

experienced a deep sense of belonging, supported by all religions and nations.  The prayers were 

for the people who lost their lives and for the assassin who took his own life. 

This coming together in our personal and common identity of faith helps me to find parallels with 

our Church and our religious community. 

In his Encyclical "Laudato Si", Pope Francis speaks of our society that supports the despotism of 

the strongest and of the fact that all cruelty towards other creatures is transmitted in the way we 

meet and treat other people.3  Any cruelty towards the creature is contrary to the dignity of every 

human being.  Rich or poor, sufferer or assassin or victim, all possess the same dignity, for the 

Lord has created them.4  All the more clearly are common efforts felt, when they are supported by 

the witness of believers in situations of suffering.  

Also, as a religious community, we want to take common steps into the future, carried by the 

mission of each individual Sister and our common mission as Sisters of Divine Providence. 

Our mission statement states that we are "God's loving face to all creation in its joys and sorrows.“5 

Let us carry God's loving face into the situation of suffering people and the suffering creation 

through our actions and prayer. 

Let us together offer signs of hope towards our future through 

 Standing together and walking together into God's future 

 An open mind for each other and with each other 

 Courage to stand up for each other without fear 

 Bearing and sharing losses and disappointments   

 Being strengthened in faith and sustained by our charism as Sisters of Divine Providence 

 Encouragement to enter into dialogue with others and with God6 

 A common commitment to God's suffering creation, to our earth. 

Let us place our trust and confidence again and again in God's boundless tenderness and love, the 

God, who made us in his image and likeness.  God will lead us into a new future. 

 
2 Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Friday, February 21st. 2020 
3 Laudato Si, Encyclical, 24.May 2015, page 68 
4 Proverbs 22.2 
5 Mission Statement of the Sisters of Divine Providence, 2018 
6 Laudato Si, Encyclical, May 24th 2015, page 60 
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World Pandemic 

As of this writing, the unfolding COVID-19 pandemic has affected 

most, if not all parts, of the World Community.  Certainly, it is 

present in all parts of the international Congregation of the Sisters 

of Divine Providence.  While the units of our Congregation were 

affected at different times and took differing times to respond to 

the threat of the virus, we will be recovering from its affects at 

different times as well.  Let us keep each other in prayer as we 

move through these difficult times.   

UISG (Union of International Superiors General) and the 

respective Conferences of Religious Congregations are also on “top” of the issue.  There is much 

information available for us from all the organizations that support religious life, as well as from 

the daily news. The best advice is for each of us to do what is in our power to do.  For those who 

have the capacity and opportunity to minister to our brothers and sisters, in accordance with 

provisions given us by the authorities in charge, and in full fidelity to our charism, we are grateful 

for their efforts and support them with our prayer.  Even if we cannot physically be of direct service, 

we all have the capacity to pray.  In all that we do, we want to give a sign of hope and trust.   

Our unceasing prayer is for all those health workers at all levels for their courageous ministry with 

respect to testing for the virus and treating those afflicted with it.  We pray for all those who are 

suffering from the effects of the virus and we pray for all those who are experiencing isolation and 

loneliness as a result of being confined in their homes.  Lastly, we pray for ourselves as our lives 

are on hold.  Not knowing if, and when, we can carry out the plans made for the good of our 

Congregation causes anxiety and apprehension, as not only our plans but our lives are on hold.  In 

light of the coronavirus, Otto Sharmer (of theory U fame) shared this:  The more the world sinks 

into chaos, desperation, and confusion, the greater our responsibility to radiate presence, 

compassion and grounded confidence.” 

Pope Francis has invited us to entrust ourselves to the Mother of Divine Love.  We are urged by 

Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and 

Societies of Apostolic life, to pray this prayer daily: 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey  

   as a sign of salvation and hope.   

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.   

At the foot of the Cross, you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.  

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.   

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee  

   joy and feasting might return after the moment of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to God’s will  

   and do what Jesus tells us to do.  He took our sufferings upon Himself  

   and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross,  

   to the joy of the resurrection.  Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.   

Do not despise our pleas—we who are put to the test—and deliver us  

   from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.                Pope Francis 
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Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

Epiphany 

Celebration 

For the Feast of Epiphany last year 

we invited the Sisters from the 

other convents.  On this beautiful 

afternoon, everyone had a lot of fun. 

In our Finthen Convent we had drawn tickets 

for the Epiphany Play the day before and Sr 

Illuminata Tisza, who turned 98 years old in 

December, was ready to process in as one of the 

Kings with a walker.  Sister Jovita Gäken and 

Sister Siegfrieda Wildner also were Kings.  Sr. 

Lukas May carried the star.  Each of the Magi 

and also the one who carried the star, had a task 

for communicating something to the assembly.  

In order to make this Epiphany celebration also 

possible for the Sisters in Aschaffenburg, we 

drove over to them the following week and 

surprised them (the top photo shows them 

gathered in their dining room).  They had 

actually "only" come together to drink coffee, 

but then they were completely surprised when 

the three Kings processed in with the star 

leading them.  The photo on the right is Sisters 

Asteria and Immolata.  Below is the photo of Sisters Jovita, Adeltrudis, and Rosina.  It was a 

special joy for the elderly Sisters and for us to celebrate this feast together.  

 Sr. Veronika Wauch 
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Outreach to Refugees 

Sister Daniela Metz has made her two hundredth trip to a refugee shelter in Mainz and the 

surrounding area.  She has been able to provide clothes, bed linens, dresses, shoes, and toiletries 

for underage youth without an accompanying adult.  On February 29, in cooperation with the 

Malteser Hilfsdienst, Sister Daniela went to Zornheim where 30 children and young people 

without parents or accompanying adults from their homelands, were waiting for them. 

Sister Daniela is happy to be able to support these people and also passes on this joy to other 

helpers, such as the Finthen truck driver who transports the relief supplies.  Again and again she 

is asked about her motivation "  

Why do you expose yourself to such stress at your mature age" is one of the questions.  "I work in 

the spirit of Bishop von Ketteler, the founder of our order," is her prompt response.  She praises 

the people of Finthen who actively support this cause.  Budenheim, Ingelheim, and several places 

in the Mainz area are grateful to Sister Daniela for these endeavors.  She received an award from 

the city of Mainz for her volunteer work.  She is the good spirit who cares especially for the needy, 

those who are refugees or live on the margins of our society. 
 

 

St. Joseph Province 

Our Sisters in Mission Abroad 

1) Sister Augustina Jaesook Seo and Sister Clara Jahyeon Bang, 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.  

They serve at the Korean community called St. Paul Chong Ha 

Sang Catholic Mission in Chicago.  The community is one of the 

largest and most active ones in the States.  The two Sisters are 

witnessing to God’s Providence by being with the Korean-

Americans in their prayer, practices and activities in the Church.  

2) Sister Elizabeth Youngmi Kim, Da Nang, Vietnam  

It has been over eight months since she was missioned to Da Nang, 

Vietnam.  While learning Vietnamese at Da Nang University for 

foreign languages, she is working with the Sisters from other 

congregations in Vietnam, in order to get involved in their faith life 

there and at the same time to get in touch with the young people 

who may have an interest in religious life.  As she is very active in 

interrelationships, she has good terms 

with the people there, especially with 

the pastors in several parishes, some 

Vietnamese Sisters and so on.  She 

is also working hard to visit and 

teach Korean to some young 

teenagers who are interested in 

religious life.  
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3) Sister Cecilia Sungjoo Hong, Rome, Italy  

She moved into Villa Mater Dei on September 20, 2019, after 

three months of staying at a Korean woman’s house in Rome.  As 

she lives with Sister Kolonata Desch, originally from Germany 

and Sister Yessica Amaro Cáceres from Peru, the community has 

become an “international house” in Italy.  Sister Cecilia was 

admitted to Pontificio Istituto di 

Musica Sacra in October and now 

majors in Organ.  As Sister Kolonata 

speaks German and Spanish and Sister Yessica speaks Spanish, 

German and Italian, Sister Cecilia has to communicate in German 

in the house and in Italian at school.  Both languages are foreign to 

her.  However, she manages to communicate with the Sisters and 

people there as she has other excellent common languages which 

God has given, music and a language of heart.   
 

4) Sister Marie Peter Sunja Lim, Mainz, Germany 

A very special dinner with the members of the Dice Club 

"My little daughter will one day get married far away from here,” my mother said once. 

I loved to help my mother with her needle work.  When one day she sewed the duvet covers by 

hand, I put a very long cotton thread in the eye of the needle and immediately. my mother said to 

me, "If you leave this thread so long, you will marry far away from home”  'Where? How far 

away?'  I had no idea and became sad because I had wished to live with my mother forever.  Could 

my mother have been right? 

The little girl with the long thread lives now in Germany, a 

country where potatoes are served all week.  The girl did 

not actually eat potatoes or corn at home.  But now she has 

been living in the land of the "potatoes" for more than five 

years and meanwhile the former girl has become 

accustomed to eating potatoes.  First, "she had to" but now 

it has become quite normal for her.   

Most of the Sisters in Mainz are about as old as my late 

mother, who was actually very fond of boiled potatoes.  The 

Sisters, who were engaged in apostolic ministries in different places, now live together in the 

Mainz convent after their many years in active ministry.  Whenever I see the Sisters, whose main 

task now is "prayer", I think of my mother, who, like them, always had a radiant smile. 

With some of the Sisters I play, almost every Sunday evening, the dice game called Yahtzee or in 

German "Kniffel".  I call these gatherings the "Dice Club".  

One day I invited the Sisters to dinner at a restaurant. My intention was to go with the Sisters out 

into the fresh air, to eat something other than German food, definitely anything "except" potatoes. 

We went to a Buffet Restaurant called "Asia World".  The Sisters were so fascinated when they 

saw the wide range of dishes and it seemed to me that they wanted to try everything.  Still, it wasn't 

quite like that.  In fact, the food that the Sisters put on their plates, was:  chips, schnitzel (German 

Pontificio Istituto di Musica Sacra 



Global Connections 4-2  7 

pork chops), and other dishes that they usually also eat at home.  Sister Maria Cruz from Peru, 

who has lived in Mainz for 20 years, chose potato salad, fried rice with corn and fried noodles.  I 

had four courses!  As I ate mushrooms, seaweed and fish in this order, the Sisters looked at me 

with intrigued eyes every time I refilled my plate.  People who are used to eating potatoes, eat 

potatoes if they are available, people who eat corn, eat corn if there is any.  I treated myself to this 

typically Asian food in memory of home. 

This was a very special and historical event. It was an 

adventure for my Sisters to see foreign food and a 

special gift for me.  That evening we laughed a lot 

and all were happy. 

We promised each other to go on an excursion 

together next spring, when the warm air has begun to 

circulate and the sun shines longer and the daffodils 

are in bloom.  I only wish that the older Sisters will 

be healthy enough to go on a picnic.  When the 

flowers bloom... 

Coronavirus and the Sisters 

As the coronavirus has been widely spreading throughout our country, the Sisters in the 

motherhouse have decided to have a “holy hour” every day from 3 pm. to 4 pm. in the chapel for 

those who suffer from the virus, for medical staff and for an end of this epidemic.  The Sisters also 

plan to visit screening clinics nearby with some snacks or to send letters with gifts to medical 

workers working hard to check symptoms of the coronavirus or to keep people from infecting 

others in each area.  We are grateful for your prayer and commit ourselves to making God’s 

Providence more visible in this difficult situation.    
 

 

San Miguel Mission 

New Ministry Assignments 

In light of two new invitations to ministry in Peru, the nine Sisters ministering in San Miguel 

Mission. discerned how they could best serve the people of Peru, in spite of their small number.  

They had a three-day meeting in December to discern together where they were being called to 

serve at this time.  Many factors entered into their decision about where they could best serve.  

Individually, they met with Mission Superior, Sister Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes, to discuss the 

options with her.   

Together, they made a retreat at a Benedictine Monastery in the Diocese of Lurín in early January.  

They appreciated the conferences given by the lay retreat director during their days together.  On 

two evenings, Sister Maria Fest, by technology, spoke to the Sisters about community and the 

vows.  The Sisters were also grateful for these talks and for the time they had together to reflect 

on their lives and God’s call as Sisters of Divine Providence.  The outcome of their reflection and 

prayer together was to serve in three Missions:  Diocese of Lima in the Jesu Maria District of Lima, 

Diocese of Huancayo in Huamali, and the Diocese of Ayacucho in Huancapi.   
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Following the retreat, the Sisters returned to Lima where 

they shared in a special liturgy, after which, each Sister 

participated in a Commissioning service, and received her 

ministry, from Sister Maria Cristina.  The Sisters were 

reminded of the words of Pope Francis in a homily given at 

the Vatican Basilica on October 1, 2019.  This is what he 

said: 

    We become missionaries by living as witnesses:  

bearing witness by our lives that we have come to know 

Jesus.  It is our lives that speak.  Witness is the key word:  

a word with the same root as the word “martyr.”  The 

martyrs are the primary witnesses of faith, not by their 

words, but by their lives.  They know that faith is not 

propaganda or proselytism, but a respectful gift of one’s 

life.  They live by spreading peace and joy, by loving 

everyone, even their enemies, out of love for Jesus Christ.  

Can we, who have discovered that we are children of the 

heavenly Father, keep silent about the joy of being loved, 

the certainty of being ever precious in God’s eyes?  That 

is a message that so many people are waiting to hear.  And 

it is our responsibility.   The Lord is asking you to be a gift wherever you are, and just as 

you are, with everyone around you.  He is asking you not simply to go through life, but to 

give life; not to complain about life, but to share in the joys of the people you serve and to 

share in the tears of those who suffer.  Courage!  The Lord expects great things from you. 

 

The Sisters were missioned to: 

 Lima:  Sisters Rosario Alvarez Frisancho, Bertha Cansaya Leiva, and Marivel Segundo Vargas  

 Huamali:  Sisters Guillermina Nieto Fernández, Antonio Pimienta Trujillo and Clotilde Sauñe 

Lizarme 

 Huancapi:  Sisters Renee Taipe Soto, 

Monika Mrosek and Maria Christina Prada 

Fuentes 

They have been warmly welcomed by the 

Bishops of the three Dioceses:  Archbishop 

Carlos Castillo Mattasog of Lima, Cardinal 

Pedro Ricardo Barreto Jimeno, S.J. of Huancayo 

(where Huamali is located) and Bishop Salvador 

Piñero García Calderon of Ayacucho (where 

Huancapi is situated). 

New Mission in Huancapi, Peru 

As noted above, the Sisters in Peru were invited to accept a new corporate mission.  The mission 

is in the Diocese of Ayacucho, in the Victor Fajardo Province, in the village of Huancapi.   

Ayacucho is a department of Peru, located in the south-central Andes of the country.  Its capital is 

Ayacucho.  The region was one of the hardest-hit by terrorism in the 1980s during the guerilla war 
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waged by the Shining Path, known as the internal conflict in Peru, according to the 2007 Peru 

Census.  The language learned first by most residents is Quechua (63.05%) followed by Spanish 

(36.57%).  

The history of this apostolate in Huancapi dates back to the 1980’s when many children were 

orphaned at the hands of the terrorist group, the Shining Path.  When the Franciscan Sisters took 

over this ministry in 1988, they were caring for orphans whose parents had died at the hands of 

the terrorists.  The girls cared for at the facility today are not orphans.  Rather, they are girls and 

adolescents referred to the home by the Peruvian court system, because of some dysfunction or 

abuse within their family systems.   

The invitation to assume responsibility for the 

Huancapi Mission came first through the 

Missionary Sisters of St. Francis who had served 

this mission since 1988.  They found that it was 

necessary for them to depart.  These Sisters are 

international and had only one Peruvian Sister 

serving at the Mission due to a decline in 

membership.  The others serving in the mission 

were from other countries where the Sisters 

minister.  The Mission which we were asked to staff is a residence for girls from ages 5 to 18.  The 

residence can accommodate 27 girls who attend the local primary, elementary and secondary 

schools.  The Sisters care for all aspects of their living.  Bishop Salvador Piñero García Calderon 

is very grateful that the community of the Sisters of Divine Providence is able to assume 

responsibility for the girls’ home. 

The residence is financially supported by a group of 

women belonging to the Ayacucho Emergency Act 

Foundation.  They support the salaries of a Sister 

Director and two Sister Assistants, as well as lay staff 

for meal preparation, gardening, and housekeeping.  

The Sisters were pleased with the invitation because it 

is similar to the work which they did in the orphanage 

they had founded in Abancay and in the girls’ residence they had established in Huancarama.  They 

feel well prepared for this new ministry.   
 

Marie de la Roche Province 

Sister Serves Refugee Families at U.S. Border  

Casa Alitas, a hospitality center sponsored by Catholic Community Services of Southern Arizona, 

Inc., serves newly- arrived migrant families in Tucson, Arizona.  Families are brought to Casa 

Alitas by either border patrol or Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) once they have 

requested asylum and been approved to enter the United States.  Travelers receive a warm meal, 

shower, change of clothes, toiletries, hygiene products, help contacting their families in the United 

States to make travel arrangements and assistance with understanding their immigration paperwork. 
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From December 8-14, 2019, Sister Josephine Macias CDP 

ministered at the center and reflects on the opportunity to serve 

these families who left their home countries to escape violence 

and poverty. 

Perhaps each of us has had moments of anxiety as we approached 

a new ministry or situation. Recently, I had to overcome that 

when an opportunity came up to assist migrants at the Arizona 

border.  I joined my housemate Sister Phyllis Stowell SCL and 

her Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) 

Deepening Group for a week at Casa Alitas. We had no idea 

where we would stay or what we would do, but the need was there 

and we were willing.  During our orientation, we toured the center 

which has a small chapel, medical area, transportation hub and 

three wings of 140 dorms.  Each dorm has a toilet and concrete slab covered with a mattress.  There 

are also open spaces that can accommodate additional cots, tables for meals, a play area for the 

children, and areas for the guests to choose two sets of used clothing, shoelaces (since these are 

confiscated in the detention centers) and toiletries.   

We were approached by one of the volunteer doctors, Dr. Timothy 

(pictured with me), who asked if anyone spoke Spanish.  The group 

pointed at me and suddenly I was his medical translator.  I then 

accompanied him on rounds for a portion of three days.  I also 

helped distribute water, watermelon and soup to new arrivals, sort 

donated clothing, and hand out soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes 

(182 were donated by the parish where I minister in Kansas).  The 

needs are basic and these refugees are so grateful for the smallest 

act of kindness.  Their long journey to safety and peace is finally 

becoming a reality and the fear they came with has turned to hope.  

This is only a glimpse of the days I spent at Casa Alitas assisting 

these refugee families.  

As a first-generation American of Mexican parents, I treasure this 

opportunity that my community provided me. Their support and 

prayers gave me strength each day. 

 

Denouncing Assassination of General Soleimani 

We, the undersigned, strongly denounce the assassination by U.S. military forces of General 

Qasem Soleimani and nine other Iranian and Iraqi nationals in Baghdad on January 3, 2020, for 

the following reasons: 

The decision for this belligerent act was made unilaterally by President Donald Trump in 

disregard of the War Powers Act, which authorizes the president to notify Congress before 

using military force against another country. 

It violates international law as established by the Geneva Convention. 

It disregards the Christian norms of just war theory, especially those concerning proportionality. 
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It has the potential to escalate into a regional Middle Eastern war, which could kill millions 

including large numbers of civilians. 

Negotiations are an ethically preferential way to address international crises. 

The Association of Pittsburgh Priests, Fr. Regis Ryan, President 

Sisters of Divine Providence Leadership Team 

Sisters Safe Following Earthquakes 

Our Sisters in Puerto Rico are safe following the aftermath of the recent earthquakes and the daily 

tremors on the island.  For several days they were without power and water.  The situation is 

especially difficult since the Sisters are still recovering from the devastation caused by Hurricane 

Maria.  The Sisters continue to be grateful for all your prayers and support as they face the 

challenges of this current disaster. 
 
 

 

Website for the Congregation 
www.cdp-congregation.com 

Thanks to the leadership of Sister Liberata Ricker and with the support of Sisters Maria Fest, Mary 

Francis Fletcher and Rosa Eunsoon Kim, a new, dynamic and current website has been created for 

the communities and interested people. 

Here the commissions and the provinces introduce themselves, talk about their history and share 

present and future plans.  Current news about the Congregation is also communicated as the 

members have access to publications, news and other content for internal use in a separate area. 

Along with the congregation itself, the site also provides an overview of our worldwide missions, 

the Circles of friends and Associate groups in relationship with the congregation.  Those who 

would like to contribute to the website with an interesting article may send it to the Provincial 

Superior.  The Congregational Leadership is looking forward to many interested visitors and 

interesting contributions. 

The website is available in English, German, Spanish and Korean and can be accessed at  

www.cdp-congregation.com. 

 

Book Review  

Anyone who would like to submit a title and publishing information, along with a few sentences 

to tell us about the book, is welcome to send it in at any time.  Send your submission to Sister 

Mary Francis at mffletcher@cdpsisters.org.  Thank you for sharing your readings with the 

community.   This book was submitted by Sister Janet Folkl.   

Forty Autumns:  A Family’s Story of Courage and Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall, by 

Nina Willner, Harper Collins Publishers, 2016, 350 pages.  This is a true story about Germany 

during the Cold War.  The book has been described as a poignant parable of hope.  It is the story 

of one family divided for more than four decades by a bitter political war.  The author takes the 

reader deep into the tumultuous and terrifying world of East Germany and in the process renews 

our belief in the hidden strength of the human spirit. 
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Congregational Pre-Chapter Commission 

The first meeting of the Congregational Pre-Chapter Commission was held in Pittsburgh from 

February 24-27.  As religious life moves with the many changes underway and looks ahead to 

planning for its future, the Congregational Leadership Team felt it would be advantageous to begin 

planning for the next Congregational Chapter early this year.  It was a blessing that we were able 

to hold this initial meeting before the impact of the coronavirus was so strongly felt that the 

participants would have been unable to travel. 

Sister Joanne Hanrahan SSND, the Chapter Facilitator, led the meetings and guided the 

conversations as the commission members discussed the agenda points.  The members of the Pre-

Chapter Commission include the members of the Governance Commission, Sisters Angelika 

Hufgard, Maria Clara Kreis, Augustina Jaesook Seo and Jo Ann Simanella, two from the provinces 

and the mission, Sisters Renee Taipe Soto and Mary Traupman, and the four members of the 

Congregational Leadership Team.  Unfortunately Sister Renee was unable to be present due to 

difficulties with her visa.  She is working to obtain a new visa that will allow her to travel to the 

U.S. for these meetings.  The final group providing support for the commission members included 

three interpreters:  Sisters Carmen González Arias 

CDP, Simone Petra Hanel SSpS and Maria Youngmi 

Kim CDP. 

As the commission members discussed many of the 

issues to be addressed for the Chapter and its 

preparations, they worked together as a whole group 

and also in language groups.  The conversations 

included, with much more to be determined for each: 

 the purpose and goals of a congregational chapter 

 the hopes of the members for the chapter 

 tasks and responsibilities for chapter, based on 

the Constitutions, and the practical details  

 planning for the chapter theme, logo, and a 

congregational prayer in preparation for chapter 

 election of delegates and voice participants 

 education and reflective materials for all Sisters 

 access for all Sisters to the chapter sessions 

 communications about chapter to the community 

 chapter agenda and the many proposals which 

will come from the international commissions 

 a nomination process to elect the congregational 

leadership 

More communications will be sent in coming months. 
 

 

NOTE:  The year’s theme for “Global 

Connections,” is Mission and Life for the Future. 

Articles for the summer issue are due by June 1st.  

Publication will be mid-July. 

2020 

June 12-14 – Providence Event – (WPC) 

Women of Providence in Collab in 

Pittsburgh PA  

Aug 24-28 – Formation Commission in 

Pittsburgh PA 

Sept 1-4 – Financial Stewardship 

Commission in Pittsburgh PA 

Sept – Congregational Leadership 

Visitation, San Miguel Mission, Peru 

Oct. 9-12– Pre-Chapter Commission in 

Pittsburgh PA 

Oct. 13 – Commission Chairs meet with 

Congregational Leadership Team in 

Pittsburgh PA 

Oct 14-20 – CLB Meetings in  

Pittsburgh PA 

Dec 3-6 – Pre-Chapter Commission in 

Pittsburgh PA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 


