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OUR INTERNATIONAL  
MISSION STATEMENT  

 

Sister Liberata Ricker 
“The spirit of the Congregation is 
above all the spirit of Jesus Christ 
himself"* 
 

“We Sisters of Divine Providence are 
an international Congregation, rich in 
cultural diversity and united in trust in 
and openness to the Providence of God.  

In our mission, we hold to the Spirit of Jesus to be God's loving 
face for all creation in its joys and sorrows.” 
 

*Words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our 
Congregation. 
This, our mission statement, was developed by the Mission & 
Internationality Commission.  It was confirmed and adopted by the 
Congregational Leadership Board on November 5th.  Since that 
time, it was distributed to all the Sisters and Associates of our 
community.   
The brevity of the mission statement with its concise statements 
fascinates me.  I can carry it with me, feel it, sense it, touch it, let 
the words slowly melt on my tongue, before they arrive in the heart 
and drop into the middle of my heart.  The lyrics bear the traces of 
the past and at the same time point to the future.  They give us a 
compass that shows us ways into the future – a common future for 
the Sisters of Divine Providence. 
It is our task to internalize the thoughts of the mission statement in our hearts in order to be able to 
live from them every day of our life.  Renewal in the spirit of Jesus can take place through mutual 
exchange which, on the one hand, affects and is reflected in the community and, on the other hand, 
also draws worldwide circles. 
Let us come to the truth of our mission statement.  “The Spirit of the Congregation is, above all, the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ Himself.”   
This statement has accompanied us since the beginning of our Congregation, as recorded in the first 
Constitutions, which Bishop von Ketteler has given our community and which had, in the first 
statement of our Constitutions, and has, until today, its central place.  Much has changed in the 
meantime against the background of this statement.  New things have (continued on page 2) 
developed and some things have been restructured.  The history of our Congregation shows that, 
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repeatedly, crises were mastered successfully together, so that new ways were opened up, and in the 
end the situation was constantly renewed and further strengthened by our values and choices.  
Following this core idea, we find statements in Ezekiel.  The first one says, I will give you a new heart 
and place a new spirit within you”.1  That is, the person’s own spirit should be renewed and revived 
by the Spirit of God.  Then the second promise follows, “...taking from your bodies your stony hearts 
and giving you natural hearts.  I will put my spirit within you”. 2 
With this text we are enabled to develop a new thinking and begin courageous actions and, in this 
reality, in the very reality of the self-communication of God, regarding this real relationship3 between 
God and me, God and us, our mission is based on Divine Providence.  Key words in the mission 
statement are:  

 international Community  
 intercultural diversity  
 united in trust and openness to God's Providence 
 to be God's loving face for creation in joys and sorrows 

Allow them to show their depth and attraction.  In 2018 we also need compassion, mercy and courage 
in these areas and in other issues, so as not to accept the seemingly immutable.  We have the 
opportunity for a new way of thinking and for courageous action.  For this we also need more 
openness to each other and more moral courage.  All possibilities have been put into our hands by 
God.  Structures should be changed when they no longer fit. 
Let us rekindle the glowing fire under the ashes – the burning desire to build unity, to go beyond our 
own borders and provincial boundaries, to face intercultural dialogue and action.  Do we have the 
courage, confidence and creativity to dare the new beginning?  Let us have the courage, the 
confidence and the creativity to dare a new beginning.4  Cardinal Karl Lehmann is convinced that a 
new beginning will come unequivocally from the religious.  He calls it the motor for the future of an 
authentic church.5  Let us hope for something new to happen along this pathway.  
In preparation for further developments of our mission statement and in order to stay grounded myself, 
I started a survey in a high school class.  With the term "providence and internationality" I wanted to 
find out: "How do young people think about these concepts today – what is their opinion – what 
would be helpful in our understanding today?  Here I will present the summarized results without 
comment and without rating them: 

 Interculturality brings people closer together, which I think God has foreseen.  
 The more the world gets closer, the better everyone gets along with others. 
 Globalization means all people have to work together.  What about the religions?  
 God foresaw a way for every human person.  This way does not always open directly – but 

in the end it is good.  
 I agree with Sylvia when she says that God, in his providence, can prevent suffering, but 

God allows it.  Hans Küng says, “Suffering can never be explained rationally.  However, it 
is never groundless.”  (continued on page 3) 

                                                           
1 Cf. Ezekiel 36:26. 
2 Cf. Ezekiel 36:26-27a. 
3 Cf. Thomas P. Fößel, Karl Rahner – Grundlegende Aspekte und dimensionen einer großen Theologie 

Einführung, Bonn 2017. 
4 Cf. Björn Siller Papst Franziskus, Mein Traum von Europa Herder Verlag 
5 Cf. Karl Lehmann:  Mit langem Atem , Herder Verlag 2016, p. 232. 
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St. Joseph Province 

Ceremony for New Years  
At the beginning of a new year we have a new year’s 
ceremony with all the members.  It is a custom of 
greeting by blessing one another.  This year, we had 
the gathering on January 7 and 8.  Each of us was 
given a book as a gift for the new year.  In the 
afternoon, we had a quiz competition called “Golden 
Bell” on the history of the whole congregation and 
the province.  The winner of each day was given a 

big prize:  the whole members of the community or 
the sub-group members of the large house to which 
the winners belong will have a chance to travel to Jeju 
Island.  

On February 16 we also celebrated a New Year’s Day 
by the lunar calendar.  We prepared special dishes for 
the day. And then the Sisters at Ketteler Hall and La 
Roche Hall had lunch together and played “Yut”, a 
traditional board game with four short sticks.   
 

 
Mission Statement (continued from page 2) 

 "Nothing happens by accident" but why are the American President and the North Korean 
President working against each other to the detriment of intercultural globalization? Would 
that be in the interest of a human, loving and compassionate God? 

 There is a lot of injustice in the growing together of a global world.  
 What about the people who have to go a hard way, with hunger and no home in our country 

and in other countries?  How are they taken along in the process of interculturality? 
 If we grow together interculturally, is there a balance of wealth and poverty – of the rich and 

the poor? 6 

The brevity of the mission statement means: I can carry it with me - I can take the contents into my 
heart.  

Each of these precious words can melt on my tongue.  

Here are some key words that are inseparable from our mission statement and our mission as Sisters 
of Divine Providence: the international and intercultural diversity of our community. 

 
                                                           
6 Cf.  Grade 11 of the Edith Stein School on the Seekatzstrasse 18-22, 64285 Darmstadt, a Highschool of the  
  Diocese  of Mainz.  
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St. Joseph Province 
Christmas Event  

for Migrant Workers 

On Christmas day, as usual, we had a special event 
for the migrant workers. This time it was held in 
the auditorium of Providence Kindergarten with 
around 90 workers and their family members as 
well as the Sisters.  

 

English Classes 
Starting from January, Sr. Ann began to teach English in the motherhouse. There are three classes for 
the Sisters and some for private lessons.  Each class is made up of 5 to 6 Sisters who voluntarily chose 
to participate and continue their English learning. 

New Assignments 
On February 1, as usual, those Sisters who were given new 
assignment moved to their mission places.  Especially, two 
Sisters were assigned to begin a new work:  Sister Magdalena 
Koh for private counseling and teaching catechism whenever 
the churches ask her to and Sister Elizabeth Kim for JPIC 
(Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation).  Both of them 
were commissioned by Sister Teresa Joo, Provincial, at the 
ceremony during morning prayer. 

Special Conference 
The Association of Major Superiors of Religious Women in Korea provided a special conference on 
February 5th.  The theme was for Religious Life in the 21st Century:  Creating Communities of Hope 
on a Global Scale.  The talk was delivered by Sister Maria Cimperman RSCJ, PhD from the United 
States.  About 350 Religious across the nation came and shared in listening to her insights.  As the 
conference was conducted in English, Sister Ann joined in and had a chance to talk with the presenter.  

Community Gathering 
On March 4 and 5, we had a community gathering 
for the first half of the year.  Fr. Lupus Seonggi 
Noh, president of Gwangju Catholic University, 
was invited to give a talk to the Sisters.  He 
stressed the basics of the faith and practices of 
charity and mercy following the teachings of Jesus 
by quoting the teachings of Pope Francis.  After 
his presentation, the Sisters also shared some 

information regarding hospice, palliative care and life-sustaining treatment decisions and other things 
in progress in the province.  
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Sister Lucia Shin’s Funeral 

Sister Lucia Yunseop Shin went to our 
heavenly home on January 20th.  She 
suffered from Parkinson’s disease for 
many long years and spent her last 
several years at a hospital for the 
elderly and a nursing home.  The day 
after her death, many of us gathered to 
remember her by sharing stories of her 
and cherishing what she left behind.  
On January 22nd, Monday, we had the 
funeral mass celebrated by six priests 
along with the Sisters and her relatives 
at St. Joseph Chapel in the 
motherhouse.  Now she rests in peace 
in our Provident God with Sister 

Joanna Bonghee Lee who passed away in 2012, establishing our heavenly community of Divine 
Providence. 
 

Mission San Miguel 

Events in Peru 

The important events during the 
past three months were: 

On January 27th, Sr. Maruja 
Arcibia Rios re-entered the 
congregation.  Just before 
Christmas she came to be with us 
at our convent in Lima to begin a 
reintegration among us.  Sister 
Maruja has spent much of her life 
serving in ministry at the hospital 
in Abancay.  Her official 
reception took place during a visit 
of the Congregational Leadership 
Team with us.   

[Photo (left to right):  Sisters Monika Mrosek, Marivel Segundo Vargas, Guillermina Nieto Fernández, 
Rosario Alvarez Frisancho, Maruja Arcibia Rios, Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes, Clotilde Sauñe 
Lizarme, Antonia Pimienta Trujillo, Virginia Medina Perez, Bertha Cansaya Leiva. 
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Pope Francis came to Peru to visit us in mid-January, after 
visiting Chile.  With all the people, his presence and his 
words moved, motivated and renewed us in hope.  We 
continue to serve in ministry, walking with people who are 
suffering from injustice and corruption, especially because 
of the politicians. 

 
 
 

 

During the year 2017 and now in 2018 
we are moving ahead with gathering 
information and taking the steps needed 
to plan for our building project:  Divine 
Providence Welcome Home.  We are 
working closely with the Kairos 
Community, a company founded to 
work with and support the needs of 
religious communities.  Several of our 
meetings with the team leading the 
project took place at our San Felipe 
convent in Lima. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
In times of relaxation and fun, here 
we’re able to visit the beach 
accompanied by Hermana Bertshabé 
Palomino Montalvo of the Marie de la 
Roche Province.  We also take time to 
play with our mascot "Peque," the 
fastest turtle. 
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Marie de la Roche Province 

Celebrating 25 Years of Ministry in the Dominican Republic  
For 25 years, the Sisters of Divine 
Providence in Las Cañitas – an 
impoverished neighborhood along 
the Ozama River in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic – have 
embodied the spirit of the 
Congregation’s founders to help the 
poor by committing to live among 
them. 

In February 1993, Sister Mary 
Providence Kriley, CDP, along with 
Sister Myriam Colón Cruz, CDP, 

followed the call to live the Gospel message and minister to the poorest of God’s people in Santo 
Domingo.  She lived among the people, encouraging their 
sense of community and belonging and sharing in their joys 
and sorrows.  While working at the local parish senior 
center, Sister made sure the more than 30 people who 
attended daily – the elderly, the infirm, the blind, the 
mentally challenged and those who were alone – received 
breakfast, a hot lunch, medical treatment, socialization and 
the sharing of faith. She extended her ministry to the larger 
community, traveling by foot or bus to bring her kind words, 
faithful presence and the Eucharist to the homebound.  For 
20 years, Sister Mary Providence’s trusting and faithful 
presence brought the light of God’s Providence to her 
neighbors, helping to satisfy their physical, social and 
spiritual needs. 

Today, the mission work in Santo Domingo for the sick and 
elderly continues, along with pastoral outreach, educational 
and support programs for children and teens, Associate formation, and vocational discernment.  
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Sisters Promote Non-Violence 

In concert with the congregation's concerns for global non-violence and its mission of co-creating a 
world of compassion, justice and peace, the Leadership team of Marie de la Roche Province sent the 
following letter of commendation and support to Edward Stack, Chief Executive Office of Dick's 
Sporting Goods, for his significant steps toward ending gun violence.  
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A Man for our Times 

A Man for the Global Challenges of Our 
Times—Cardinal Karl Lehmann 

Cardinal Karl Lehmann, the former Bishop of Mainz, died 
on March 11, at the age of 81. 

Cardinal Reinhart Marx of Munich, the President of the 
German Bishops’ Conference wrote, “The German Church 
bows before a personality who had a formative influence 
on the World Church.” He recalled that Lehmann had been 
an impressive personality, an exemplary priest, ‘carer of 
souls’ (‘Seelsorger’) and bishop, an exceptionally gifted theologian and a good friend…with his death 
we lose a warm-hearted and humane bishop. “Marx also said that Cardinal Lehmann experienced 
highs and lows in the Bishops’ Conference.  “For him it was always about the question of how a 
humanely serving and traditional-bound Church should simultaneously be achieved.    

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier praised Lehmann as a “bridgebuilder between 
denominations and religions.” 

Chancellor Angela Merkel recalled Lehmann’s joie de vivre and his great intellectual powers. 
Remembering the many meetings and ‘good talks’ she had with the Cardinal, she said, “He was a 
gifted mediator between the German Catholics and Rome, between the Christian Churches and 
believers of other religions.   

Cardinal Lehmann studied for the priesthood at the seminary in Freiburg and at the Gregorian in 
Rome.  He was ordained in Munich.  During the Second Vatican Council, Lehmann served as assistant 
to Karl Rahner SJ. 

In 1968, at age 32, he became Professor of Dogmatic Theology at the University of Mainz.   

Lehmann was appointed Bishop of Mainz in 1983 at the age of 47, the youngest bishop ever appointed 
in Germany.  He served as Bishop of Mainz for 33 years until he retired in 2016.  He was elected 
president of the German Bishops’ Conference and served in that capacity for almost 21 years.  He 
was made a Cardinal by Pope John Paul II in 2001.   

Pope Francis’ letter of condolence to Lehmann’s successor, Bishop Peter Kohlgraf, was published on 
Monday, March 12th.  He recalls that Lehmann had always attempted to be open for the questions and 
challenges of the times and to answer them and give people orientation in the light of Jesus Christ’s 
message, in order to accompany people along their journey, seeking “that which unites beyond the 
confines of religious denominations, beliefs and nations.” 

Interestingly, in 1993, together with Bishops Oskar Saier and Walter Kasper, Lehmann argued 
publicly that the Eucharist should be permitted for divorced and remarried Catholics, under certain 
conditions.  The opinion brought him severe criticism among the circles of conservatives and 
traditionalists.  It was refused by Pope John Paul II but he had anticipated the development we can 
now observe under Pope Francis.  
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From the Congregational perspective, we know Karl 
Lehmann as the 37th successor of Bishop Wilhelm 
Emmanuel von Ketteler, as the Bishop of Mainz.  He was 
devoted to the teachings of Bishop Ketteler and espoused 
his dedication to the social concerns of the day.  He spoke 
out for justice in the world and in the Church, for the 
rights of the oppressed and poor people and for the 
dignity of women.   We also know him as a staunch 
friend and supporter of our German Sisters and of the 
Congregation as a whole.   

At the 2001 General Chapter, as we celebrated the 150th 
Anniversary of our Foundation, we recognized him with 
an award that was given to him for his ongoing efforts to 
promote the values and mission of Bishop Ketteler.   

Cardinal Karl Lehmann will be missed by all.   

This article represents a summary of remarks from many 
publications blogs including CRUX, The Tablet, Pray 
Tell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  The theme of our “Global Connections” 
Newsletter for the next year is Mission.  The lead 
articles will focus on Mission through the lens of 
Internationality and Interculturality.  Articles for the 
summer issue are due by June 1st.  Publication will be 
mid-July. 
 

2018 

Apr 20-26 - Int’l Associate Pilgrimage 
in Darmstadt, Germany 

May 5-9 – Cong. Leadership Team 
meets in Wakefield, RI 

June 15-16 – Providence Event 
Women of Providence in Collab. 
Pittsburgh, PA 

July 30-Aug. 3 – Cong. Leadership 
Team meets in Wakefield, RI 

Sept 6-10 – Mission & Internationality 
Commission (Kingston, USA) 

Sept. 13-17 – Formation Commission 
(Suwon, South Korea) 

Sept 27-Oct 6 – Visitation S. Korea; 
celebration of Golden Jubilee 

Oct. 23-27 – Governance Commission 
(Mainz, Germany) 

October 29 – Cong. Leadership Team 
meets with Commission Chairs, in  
Mainz, Germany 

Oct 30 – Nov 7 – Cong. Leadership 
Board meets in Mainz, Germany 

Nov 9-10 – Cong. Leadership Team 
meets in Mainz, Germany 

CONGREGATIONAL 
CALENDAR 


