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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 

of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 

in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 

loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

BECOMING SISTERS,  

BECOMING BROTHERS 

Sister Maria Fest 

The two international conferences for 

consecrated life, the Union of Inter-

national Superiors General (UISG, 

women religious) and the Union of 

Superiors General (USG, men religious) had an online joint 

assembly from May 26-28, 2021, attended by 250 participants.  

The meeting came about because the two executive councils met 

in May 2020 on the theme:  Religious Life after Covid 19.  As the 

fruit of that meeting, the Presidents of the two Unions wrote a 

joint letter entitled:  Let’s take care of one another, just as our 

Saving God cares for us.  Because they met in the Easter Season, 

they were inspired by the account of the Emmaus journey and 

together they resolved to be attentive to the Risen One who walks 

beside us, ready to open our minds and hearts.  Through this 

initial meeting and meetings following, the presidents of the two 

unions read the questions of Fratelli Tutti and expressed a desire 

to put the encyclical into practice.  

They then faced the larger challenge, asking themselves, “Why 

don’t we talk about Fratelli Tutti together, as sisters and 

brothers?” Thus, a joint assembly of the two conferences, the first 

ever-to-occur, was planned.  The Assembly called, Becoming 

Sisters, Becoming Brothers:  Consecrated Life at the Service of 

Fraternity in a Wounded World invited the participation of all male Superiors General and their 

Board and an equal number of women religious participants from the UISG.  The Assembly 

occurred over three days by ZOOM webinar.  This international Assembly met three hours each 

day, which is typical for meetings using this platform.  I felt privileged to be a participant in this 

first Assembly of the two conferences.  The themes of the three days were as follows:  

May 26    Looking upon the Face, Touching the Wounds 

May 27    Closeness of Encounter  

May 28    Let the Music of the Gospel Play 
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I would like to focus on the May 27th presentation:  Closeness as the Culture of Encounter.  It was 

presented in two parts.  The first part was titled, The Path to the Synodal Church.  Part II was titled, 

Culture of our Prevailing Religious Communities.  Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, the speaker, has 

been involved in many social issues of the Philippines.  He served as the 32nd Archbishop of Manila 

from 2011 until 2019.  In December 2019, Pope Francis named Cardinal Tagle, Prefect of the 

Congregation for the Evangelization of peoples.  Cardinal Tagle also serves as President of Caritas 

International and of the Catholic Biblical Federation.  As the May 27th presenter, Cardinal Tagle 

spoke about walking together with our sisters and brothers, emphasizing that we can’t walk 

together if we don’t feel closeness; if we walk together though, we can see, we can hear, we can 

feel our sisters and brothers.  Cardinal Tagle gave Scriptural examples of closeness to one another.  

He spoke about hearing God talk to Moses, telling him, I know well what the people are suffering. 

I have seen them.  I have heard them.  God is in communion with the pain of His people.  God 

appoints Moses to walk with the people.  In Moses, it is God who walks with the people.   

PART I:  Reflecting on Fratelli Tutti, Cardinal Tagle remembered Scriptural stories that involve 

physical closeness.  The first one was the man who fell by the roadside:  he asked us, who came 

close to the wounded one?  The man was seen by a priest, then a Levite and then a Samaritan.  

While the wounded one was ignored by the priest and the Levite, both religious people of the day, 

he was cared for by the Samaritan.  He, a foreigner, was not afraid of physical closeness, which 

involves empathy, sympathy, compassion, and care.  The Samaritan cared for the wounded man 

and then engaged the innkeeper in the man’s care, promising to be responsible for any expenses 

that resulted from his care.   

Cardinal Tagle also referred to the Disciples walking to Emmaus on the day of Resurrection.  Jesus 

met them and began to walk with them, with the same gait and heaviness of feet.  Jesus invited 

them to share their pain.  Then Jesus expounded on the Scriptures and the disciples later reflected, 

Were not our hearts on fire? as he spoke.  The two Disciples persuaded Jesus to eat with them and 

at the meal they recognized him.  On another occasion, Jesus revealed himself to his Disciples at 

the Sea of Tiberias, where he prepared breakfast for them with the fish they had caught when they 

followed Jesus’ directions about where to cast their nets.  These are examples of closeness which 

show the path to the synodal Church.  We cannot walk together if we do not feel closeness.  

Cardinal Tagle also referenced Micah 6:8:  You have been told what is good and what the Lord 

requires of you:  only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.  When 

we walk with God, Cardinal Tagle said, we let God set the pace.  When God walks, God walks 

humbly.  When we walk with God, we walk humbly.   

Synodal walking is walking on the same path.  On the path, we explore and meet others.  It 

involves seeing, listening empathically, inviting others to walk with their hearts.  It involves 

closeness in experiencing people’s concerns, closeness to their fears, helplessness, darkness and 

pain.  When they can barely walk, when they have no energy, we walk humbly with them.  

Here, Cardinal Tagle warned his audience of a disastrous effect – a dramatic degradation of 

creation.  He referenced Pope Francis’s second encyclical, Laudato Si, #149, saying many 

professionals located in affluent, urban areas are removed from the poor people.  They live and 

lead at a distance from the people they “serve.”  These professionals act from their affluent 

positions, without personal contact with the poor who suffer.  Problem-solving is a way of solving 

their own discomfort – spiritual, physical, existential closeness.  However, Pope Francis says that 

love always proves more powerful than greed.  He insists that many poor       (continued on page 13) 
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St. Joseph Province 

Zoom Meetings in Province 

As the pandemic of Covid-19 has continued to affect all the lives around the world since last year, 

most of the scheduled meetings of the province have been held virtually.  In March, a gathering of 

the whole community for the first half of the year was held on the 20th.  The meeting of the 

community / house leaders was also held by zoom on the 22nd.  

Preliminary Provincial Chapter have begun, starting on April 16th, when reports of the apostolates 

– parishes, our foreign mission in Vietnam, St. Mary’s Hospital in Uijeongbu, some ministries 

commissioned by the dioceses and so on – were shared among the delegates, by zoom.  Due to the 

pandemic, the Provincial Pre-Chapter Committee planned virtual meetings for the reports of the 

apostolates, in order to shorten the days face-to-face for the Provincial Chapter.  So the scheduled 

dates for the reports include:  reports of the sponsored ministries on May 19; reports of the rest of 

the sponsored ministries and committees on June 18, and reports of the governance on September 

17.  Every session is open to all the members.  

First Death Anniversary for Father Philip 

June, 2021.  The first death anniversary of the late Father 

Philip Kim, one of our greatest benefactors, was celebrated 

on April 24 in Baekseok, the Diocesan Cemetery in Incheon.  

It was sponsored by some priests and laborers who he had 

helped.  Owing to the Covid-19 regulations, the number of 

participants was limited to 50, but fortunately some of us 

could join the mass.  The Sisters also prayed in front of the 

grave before the mass began. 

Silver Jubilee 

On May 1, five Sisters celebrated their silver jubilee at St. Joseph Chapel in the motherhouse: 

Sisters John Maria Park, Humilita Eunhee Lee, Madelein Jeonghee Han, Clara Jahyeon Bang, and 

Maria Minjin Jeon.  Sister Peter Sunja Lim could not join the celebrants, as she was finishing her 

thesis in Germany.  Even though we could not invite guests, many Sisters came to offer 

congratulations with joy instead. 
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Special Night for our Mother Mary 

Every year we designate one night to 

commemorate St. Mary, our Mother, during May, 

a month of Holy Mary.  It was on May 31 this year 

that we celebrated, offering a rose crown to Our 

Lady, candles and flowers, and reciting the rosary 

in the chapel.  At the beginning of the ritual, some 

Sisters joined in the Elm dance in front of the 

chapel.  It was a prayerful dance that made us go 

deep in meditation while moving in a dance of 

healing.  It was a time full of graces and love. 

Associates 

As meetings for Providence Family members 

have not been allowed and a planned bazaar was 

repeatedly 

cancelled, 

due to the 

restrictions for Covid-19, the Sisters responsible for 

Providence Family have tried to find other ways to connect 

with the members.  They decided to send or to give a gift to 

them:  a pack of radish pickle which we made last winter.  

The Sisters visited every area where Providence Family 

members lived, including Seoul, Incheon, Ganghwa, 

Suwon and even Gwangju, in the southern part of Korea.  

And for those whom they could not visit, they sent 

packages by home delivery service.  

 

Providence 

Companions 

also found a way to connect with each other by zoom. 

Those who professed their final commitment decided 

to meet every month to share what their reflections as 

they read our history book, Lured by the Providence of 

God.  As the Covid-19 regulations allow having a 

meeting limited to four people, they 

were divided by three or four according 

to their area and met at the building of 

the former kindergarten at the 

motherhouse, for group spiritual 

direction under the direction of the 

Sisters.  The other members who are 

under formation also meet regularly by 

zoom with the Sister in charge. 
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JPIC – Justice, Peace and Integrity of 

Creation – Activities 

As followers of Bishop Ketteler, pioneer of social justice, some 

of us are actively involved in JPIC activities, like climate action, 

or prayer services for justice and peace.  Several Sisters 

regularly join the climate action witness on the streets and some 

participate in masses or prayer services for peaceful democracy 

in Myanmar, with young workers from Myanmar.  Other 

Sisters go out to nearby side streets every week to clean, as a 

way of environmental protection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Medal for Long-Term Service 

Sister Theresa Okhee Kim was given a Gold Medal for 

her twenty-year service as a nurse at Uijeongbu, St. 

Mary’s Hospital, on May 11, the opening anniversary 

of the Hospital.  Her long commitment in taking care 

of patients is well-recognized by her co-workers there.  

 

 

San Miguel Mission 
 

Making the Face  

of our Provident God  

Visible in the Peruvian Highlands 

Sisters Guillermina Nieto Fernández and Sister 

Monika Mrosek with the altar boys and youth who 

support the celebration of Holy Mass and witness 

service of others in the parish. 
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The Sisters invite the youth of the parish to enjoy some time with them at the convent. 

 

Sister Guillermina involves the young people in praying the Way of the Cross and asking for the 

health of the people of their area.  They journey on the road all the way to the top of the hill.   

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Guillermina’s niece, 

Aracelli, has been supporting 

the Sisters in Huamali and 

accompanying them in their 

ministry with the people of 

Huamali. 

 

 

 

 

 



Global Connections 5-3  7 

With many needy and vulnerable families with the Covid-19 virus, Sister Guillermina distributes 

food to them, meeting their physical needs, as well as offering spiritual comfort to the people.  
 

 

 

 

Marie de la Roche Province 

Sister Nélida – Educating the Next Generation 

Ministering in the Archdiocese by Sr. Deborah Kennedy RSM 

published in The Catholic Week   (edited for clarity) 

 

Around the Spring Hill College campus in Mobile, Alabama, 

Sister Nélida Naveros Córdova is well-known and highly 

respected, though many on the outside may not be aware that the 

college has a Woman Religious heading the Department of 

Graduate Theology and Ministry.  

Sister joined the faculty in fall 2019, as assistant professor of 

Biblical Studies.  At present she is the only Woman Religious 

serving on the faculty. 

A native of Peru, Sister Nélida joined the Congregation of the 

Sisters of Divine Providence at age 15.  Later, Sister transferred to the U.S. Province in Kingston, 

Mass.  A former high school teacher, she received her master’s degree in Biblical Studies from the 

University of Notre Dame and later, her Doctorate in New Testament and Early Christianity from 

Loyola University in Chicago. 

About her work at the college, Sister Nélida said:  

What I truly love about my ministry is that Spring Hill College’s mission converges with 

my Community’s charism: make God’s Providence more visible in our world, the care 

for creation and our commitment to social justice.  In light of Ignatian spirituality, and 

through a deeper reflection of Jesus’ teachings, I invite students to appreciate the beauty 

of creation, the dignity of life, and the needs for social justice.   
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My ministry at Spring Hill has given me great joy, and I am grateful for having wonderful 

professional colleagues supporting me in the various programs that benefit the people we 

serve. 

Sister Nélida highly values biblical research and is the author of two books and three scholarly 

articles for noted biblical journals.  Recently, Sister has submitted another manuscript for 

publication and is presently working on a new one, entitled "The Parables of Jesus and Human 

Transformation."  Though a busy and deeply involved professor, Sister Nélida is not “all work and 

no play.”  She makes time for some of her favorite past-times:  cooking, gardening and dancing. 

In addition to Sister Nelida’s educational 

qualifications and scholarship, Reverend 

Christopher Viscardi SJ, chair of the Theology 

Department, said “Sister brings energy and 

enthusiasm to her ministry, as well as an 

international perspective by virtue of her 

Peruvian upbringing.” 

Explore Our New Website 
 

Our Province is excited to announce the launch 

of our new website.  Visit us at cdpsisters.org.  

We hope you enjoy browsing our user-friendly 

site. 

 Read Our Latest News 

 Learn About Our Ministries 

 Request A Prayer 

 Connect on Social Media 

 Send Us a Message to share your 

feedback and comments at 

cdpsisters.org/who-we-are/contact-

us/form 

Sister Rose Michele Receives Woman 

of Providence Award 

from La Roche University 

(from 2021 Graduation Program Booklet).  In 

1963, the Sisters of Divine Providence founded 

La Roche University and named it for the 

cofounder of their religious community, Mother 

Marie de la Roche.  Since then, the Sisters have 

taken a vital interest in the ongoing mission and 

development of the college and continue to animate the values and inspire the college community.  

The Woman of Providence Award is given annually at the spring Commencement to a member of 

the Congregation of Divine Providence, whose life of service, as a part of the mission of the 

Congregation, is a compelling example of God’s Providence made visible. 
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Sister Rose Michele Sieber entered religious life from St. Alphonsus Parish in Wheeling, West 

Virginia. Her vocation to religious life was most influenced by the late Sisters Johanna Vogt and 

Eustachia Hirschinger, who were both Sisters of Divine Providence. 

She spent more than 40 years in ministry teaching in the Dioceses of Altoona, Detroit, Columbus, 

Wheeling/Charleston and Chicago.  She recalls, “What a wonderful way to meet God’s people and 

realize that God’s creativity provides us with a magnificent mosaic of people called church.”  

Since 2007, Sister Rose Michele has served in campus ministry at La Roche and in 2010 became 

the coordinator of the university’s Providence World Café—a place of hospitality where students 

of all nationalities can freely converse and where teachers can assist small groups of students.  

She says, “As coordinator of the café, I greet all visitors and ask how their day is going.  At exam 

time, students usually need some encouraging words and promises of prayers.  Often, a student 

will want to speak more personally.  In these conversations, sharing their cares, I am sure I learn 

more than they.  I am as curious and interested in their culture and religion as they are in mine.   

“One particular student, a young man from Jordan named 

Mohammed, seemed to be without friends. However, it didn’t 

take long before Joseph, a Catholic from Quebec, arrived and 

became a close friend of Mohammed.  This interaction and 

respect is prevalent among all of our students.  One time, a 

group of four young women were sitting at a table having a 

quiet conversation.  Two were from Korea and two were from 

Nepal.  I told them how impressed I was with their obvious 

respect for each other and how I wished the world could learn 

from them.  They smiled and said, ‘Yes, we women are 

needed.’   

“I enjoy my job and along with Peter, the apostle, I say, ‘Lord, 

it is good for us to be here.’  By ‘us’ I mean our Sisters.  I 

believe our presence has a positive influence.” 

Congratulations Sister Rose Michele! 
 

Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

Artist Auguste Moede Jansen 

The Artist Auguste Moede Jansen turned 100 

Oservatore Romano 22nd January 2021 

On 27 January 2021, the artist celebrated her 100th birthday. She 

was born in Osnabrück and grew up in Greven, near Münster in 

Westphalia. 

The artist's life's work includes numerous portraits of important 

personalities of the Church, especially from the time of the 

pontificate of John Paul II.  When Mrs. Moede Jansen heard about 
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Mother Theresa's work, she was very impressed and 

painted four portraits of her.  Her choice of subjects 

often involved ecclesiastical personalities.  We see 

current and future popes, cardinals, bishops, clergy, 

prelates and members of religious orders.  (There is 

also a portrait of Mother De la Salle.)  The artist left 

the collection of her entire life's work to the Vatican 

Apostolic Library.  This shows her deep attachment 

to the Catholic Church. 

When our community approached her with the request 

to paint a portrait of our Mother Marie and of Bishop 

Ketteler, she made an exception.  In principle, she only painted portraits of living personalities, 

not of deceased persons. 

When I, Sister Veritas Straka, went to see her in Bad 

Vilbel in her studio, I had brought a number of 

photographs of Bishop Ketteler and Mother Marie.  She 

said that she wanted to bring together in one 

countenance the stern features of the youthful Ketteler 

with the kind features of the older bishop.  She 

succeeded brilliantly. In the background she has 

indicated the places of his work:  the seminary, the 

cathedral and the patron saint of the diocese "St. 

Martin". 

She said of Mother Marie that her facial features 

indicated that she had been a very sensitive person.  In 

the background of the portrait, the Finthen convent can 

be seen and young people from the place where she 

worked in Neustadt. 

In connection with the creation of the portraits of Bishop 

Ketteler and Mother Marie, I met Mrs Moede Jansen 

during my time as Provincial Superior.  I appreciated her 

very much because of her deep, biblically-based faith. 

I learned from her relatives that it was her wish to live 

to be 100 years old.  After celebrating this with her 

family and friends, she was 

allowed to enter eternity on 

February 27, 2021.  The funeral took place in the closest family circle.    

+ May she rest in peace. Sister Veritas Straka 

Farewell to the Chestnut Tree 
 

The large chestnut tree, over 300 years old, in the kindergarten courtyard 

in Finthen, is certainly familiar to most of the Sisters of our Congregation. 

When the Associates' pilgrimage to Germany took place from April 20-26, 
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2018, the chestnut tree was in full bloom and the Associates 

admired its full size and beauty.  Unfortunately, it was the last 

time the tree offered this sight! 

The chestnut tree had regular safety inspections, due to its 

unusual age and unparalleled size. Among other things, the 

breakage and stability of the tree was assessed.  All checks were 

aimed at preserving the tree for as long as possible.  For safety 

reasons, some of the heavy branches were already secured with 

straps.   

On October 19, 2017, the chestnut tree was examined in detail by 

an expert.  Since a middle trunk of the tree crown was attacked 

by an aggressive fungus (Lackporling), safety from breakage 

could no longer be given.  A heavy thick branch had broken off.  

Also for safety, the playground had to be closed off over a wide 

area. 

As a natural monument, the chestnut tree should be preserved, of 

course.  Unfortunately, the chestnut tree was unable to offer much 

resistance to the fungus.  Although the trunks were secured, the 

truncation of the tree became inevitable. 

The citizens of Finthen were very affected by this decision.  Many 

had played in the shade of the chestnut tree as children and had 

celebrated numerous festivals there.  The kindergarten children, 

parents and educators were also affected.  The children felt sorry 

for the tree, because it had to be trimmed. 

Therefore, on June 27, 2019 in the kindergarten courtyard, we 

celebrated with a ceremony 

of "thanksgiving and 

farewell” to the big chestnut 

tree.  All the kindergarten 

children, the team and staff for the kindergarten, and all 

sisters were cordially invited. 

After the tree was pruned, we were advised by the Department 

of Parks to water it well.  I wondered if it would sprout again 

in the spring. 

We were very happy when the tree regained its vitality.  In 

autumn, like every year, it lost his leaves.  This spring it has 

sprouted again and has become even more vigorous. 

Sister Veritas Straka 
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Ketteler Family 

Below is a circular letter from Elisabeth von Ketteler 

to her family and friends.  Elisabeth is the daughter 

of Baron Wilderich von Ketteler.  She sent this letter 

a month after taking final vows as a member of the 

Fraternidad Mariana de la Reconciliación, on 

March 24th, in Chile.  Sister Liberata Ricker provided 

the letter for the Generalate.   

One Month plus one day of Eternity 
Santiago, Chile, April 25, 2021 

Newsletter after my Final Profession 

Dear family and friends, 

The Almighty One has done great things for me! 

(Luke 1:49)  These words from the Magnificat, 

Mary's hymn of praise, echo in my mind when I think 

of the unforgettable celebration a month ago. 

The fact that the Final Profession took place was a 

sheer miracle in these Corona times.  Shortly before, 

we were afraid of a ban on Masses that the Chilean 

government had pronounced and then withdrawn 

again after a few days.  Then three days after the Final 

Profession, all of Santiago was in complete lockdown 

(i.e., there were no more Masses either).   

The conditions at the time were such that in the open 

air twenty people could participate, in the enclosed 

space just ten people could participate, in religious events.  We combined both numbers and had 

the mass in our front garden with the choir singing from a hall overlooking the garden.  So, 

attendance was indeed only the narrowest circle, but I felt accompanied, as if I were in a packed 

cathedral.  All your greetings, good wishes, etc. are a clear sign for me that this feeling was not 

without reason. 

Those of you who watched the broadcast probably couldn't hear the words of thanks at the end 

because we had a problem with the sound system.  [Note:  Links for her family were provided to 

watch the videos.] 

It was a great gift for me to be able to take this step and I am very, very grateful for the love and 

support you have all shown me.  Also to everyone who so generously participated in the collective 

gift and those who donated to the Cruz Blanca project:  THANK YOU!!! 

After my profession, I had the chance to travel to Germany.  Due to the current situation, I limited 

myself on that occasion to staying in Münster and having only a few contacts.  I hope to catch up 

on all the encounters that did not take place for this reason on my next trip home when the 

circumstances have changed.  
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Now I am already back in Chile and will start 

working tomorrow at the Academia de Lideres 

Católicos, an institution that offers further education 

and training in the field of the Social Doctrine of the 

Church.  That will be exciting. 

I have not found the time to respond individually to 

all your messages, but hopefully this email will be a 

good way to fill the gap.... All the best, 

Elisabeth 
 

 

(continued from page 2) 

people in these conditions are able to weave bonds, which convert overcrowding into an experience 

of belonging and togetherness, an experience of community, in which the walls of the ego are torn 

down and the barriers of selfishness are overcome.   

PART II:  Cardinal Tagle asked the questions:  How about us – religious leaders and pastors?  Do 

we fall into the same trap?  Do we avoid closeness?  What characterizes our institutes, our religious 

communities?  What culture do we live and pass on to others?  What culture is being breathed in 

and out?  He explained that he always hears that religious life is a state of perfection and he asked 

what that means in a world of imperfection?  Again, he posed questions.  “If consecrated people 

are set apart for God’s purpose, should we assume the further you are from people, the holier you 

will be?”  Even though he does not believe that this concept is true now, he thought it was more 

so, in the past.  He continued his questions:  How do we develop a culture of connection to others?  

Do we allow cultural barriers to exist between us and the people, in spite of our unique gift of 

charism?  How do we develop the unique culture of walking together?  Is there a need to review 

the culture of the community and how it is shaped?   

In religious life, our real encounter is with a merciful God.  Does it make sense to talk more about 

how we can be perfect than how we can be humble?  Consider the wounds of the crucified Jesus.  

With those wounds Jesus encountered his disciples post-resurrection; they recognized him by his 

wounds.  Even in his victory over death, the risen Lord kept his wounds…. The perfect One, the 

glorious One, has wounds.  He changed the wounds from a sign of shame to a sign of victory.  He 

showed the wounds to the disciples.  There is a whole spirituality there, not only for the disciples, 

but also for religious life.  Is there a need to review the culture of our community, how it is shared 

by the Word of God.?  Can we use the path of God’s closeness with us, in our encounters with our 

members?  Are we willing to be with people, without giving solutions, even before we know the 

problems which they are experiencing?  Does this also apply to our members?  Without encounter 

with God, we cannot encounter the people of God – our members or those we serve.  And we know 

that the culture of encounter goes beyond nationalities and kinship.   

Jesus tells us:  Be made perfect as your heavenly father is perfect.  When we understand the context 

that God is merciful; and understands his “broken creatures,” then we understand the culture that 

the prevailing way is one marked by forgiveness, love, understanding and companioning, in spite 

of differences.  We really do have to be careful not to assimilate the “perfection” motif.  We walk 

with others in the same way as Jesus did.  We know this when we understand who God raised to 

positions as prophets.  So, we might ask, how did Jesus’ walk?  And the answer, of course, is as a 
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simple carpenter, as a Nazarene, as a fisherman, as an occasional preacher in the temple, as an 

itinerant preacher on the road and, finally, as one carrying the Cross of shame.  Jesus not only 

walked with people who were less than perfect.  He entered their homes and dined with them.   

What effect does the international aspect of our community have on our members.  Have we 

become culturally sensitive?  Do we call on the Holy Spirit, who enabled the disciples to 

understand the various cultures and languages on that first Pentecost?   

Finally, what about growth in our communities? Do we work with our formators to help 

incorporate new members?  How do we become the agents of change needed in the formation 

program?  We have to address cultural issues, as those who come want to be members of our 

Congregation.  With our appreciation of their cultures, they will be willing to do whatever it takes 

to be incorporated as members.  As we incorporate new members, we need to pay attention not 

only to IQ, but to EQ (emotional intelligence) and to CQ (cultural intelligence).  In order to be 

accepted for religious life, sometimes our candidates “hide” their wounds.  Is religious life open 

to accept the wounded?  Are we?  There is time in discernment to determine if a person’s wounds 

are too great and would interfere with their living of religious life.  We must allow our religious 

candidates to “show” their wounds.  Often times we are as wounded as the ones we are guiding.  

Let us avoid thinking that we are the saviors of the world.   

We will all grow old and eventually retire.  God will not retire.  “My” Community and its members 

are not the only gifted individuals available to serve today’s society.  Let us develop the gifts of 

potential new members, remembering there is still a call for consecrated life in our global world. 

We are living in a unique time with parts of the world with Covid-19 under control and other parts 

still struggling with the overwhelming effects of the Covid-19 virus.  We are also living in a time 

of wars, terrorism, mass shootings, police killings, especially of people of color, and civil unrest.  

We need the messages contained in Pope Francis’ two encyclicals, Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti.  

Finally, I found the words of Sister Ilia Delio OSF in her book The Humility of God:  A Franciscan 

Perspective helpful and close this article with them.   

The humility of God is about God but it is also about us.  It is about a God who remains 

faithful amidst the disorder of the world and it is about our ability to love well in a world 

of chaos.  As Christians, it is what we are called to do, to love well in a world that is often 

competitive, self-serving and struggles for survival, to find God at the often-messy center 

of our lives, so we can find God hidden in the fragile faces and fragmented spaces of 

humanity… When we discover the power of Christ within us, we will discover the power 

to heal the world and the healing power will be the hope of our future in God.   
 

 

Congregational Website 

It has been a long journey of preparing this website for the congregation and for sharing 

information about all of us with interested viewers.  The website has been live for more than two 

years and we hope that it has become familiar to our community members. 

We wanted to assure that all our readers could access the website and enjoy the documents which 

are posted on the public side of the website.   

To access the website use:  www.cdp-congregation.com.  This will open up to the public side.  

Looking at the titles across the top, go to the far right and click on the Flag, to choose the flag of 

your country.  This will lead you to the pages with your language.   
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On the public side of the website, we are regularly posting two types of documents:  our quarterly 

newsletter, Global Connections, and Sister Maria’s spiritual letters, written for inspiration during 

the Church year and for our Congregational Feasts.  Only the latest two or three of these will be 

posted and remain visible on this side of the website.  Earlier ones will be archived for the Sisters 

and will be accessible on the Internal side of the website. 

Next, returning to the top bar with the titles, on the far right, the word Internal can be seen.  By 

clicking on that title, the reader will be taken to a screen for the private side, the community side, 

of the website.  The screen will ask for a password.  That is needed in order for each Sister to 

access the materials which are posted there.  The password is not included here, since this 

newsletter will be posted on the public side of the website and the community members would 

lose the planned privacy.   

The Congregational Leadership will ask the Provincials and Mission Superior, when they 

distribute, or post, this newsletter for the Sisters, that they will include the password needed for 

the Internal side of the website.  In the Internal section can be found the occasional issues of the 

Congregational E-News, along with letters and resources for the Congregational Chapter.  Here 

too, only the latest documents are immediately visible.  However, an Archives button is also 

located with the titles across the top.  In the Archives section can be found earlier issues, documents 

and letters, available for the community members.   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The year’s theme  

for “Global Connections,” is  

RENEWED ENCOUNTERS:   

Global Community and a Healthy Earth 

Articles for the fall issue are due by September 1st.  Publication will be mid-October. 

2021 

July 6-8 – Congregational Pre-Chapter 

Commission Meeting (virtual) 

Sept. 12 – Jubilee Celebration, Mainz 

Oct. 19-23 – Provincial Chapter of St. 

Joseph Province, South Korea 

2022 
June 11-24 – Congregational Chapter in 

St. Louis, USA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 


