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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 
of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 
in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 
loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 
ON FRATELLI TUTTI 

Sister Liberata Ricker 

Fratelli Tutti 

"God does not see with his eyes, God 
sees with his heart." (Fratelli Tutti, 
par. 281) 

“Fraternity and social friendship” – 
that is the path that Pope Francis 
wants to take with his new social 

encyclical in order to build – together with all people – a better, 
more just world where we can live together in peace. 

I invite you to be aware of the abundance of statements in this 
encyclical and to stay with some of them for a while. 

With this encyclical Francis stands in a long papal tradition of 
Catholic social encyclicals.  They have their deep roots in the 
first social encyclical that dealt with the question of the working 
force.  Rerum Novarum was the pivotal document of Catholic 
social teaching in which Pope Leo XIII presented the economic, 
political and social conditions of his time.  Here I would not want 
to miss out on indicating Ketteler, who in his Advent homilies in 
the cathedral of Mainz, addressed “the great social questions of 
the present age”. With this, in 1848, Wilhelm Emmanuel von 
Ketteler became the pioneer for the social preaching of the 
Church.  Pope Leo XIII called Ketteler in his encyclical Rerum Novarum, in 1891, “our great 
predecessor”.1 

The following statements make no pretense of a comprehensive presentation regarding fraternal 
love and social friendship, but in this great vision I would like to examine three aspects which are 
focal points of this encyclical and which could be relevant for us, as Sisters of Divine Providence, 
too. 

 
1 Brüggemann, Alexander (KNA) Bonn/ Rom 30.09.2020 
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1. Universal Love for the Promotion of Humanity. 

For the first time this encyclical provides a plea for all humanity, national and global. 

An open world, a universal dimension (FT 83) takes hold of us in view of our mission 
personally and as a religious community.  We have committed ourselves to bring to life the 
Spirit of Christ in us (Constitutions art. 1), to live the Spirit of Christ in our mission as a 
religious community, and again and again, to open ourselves to others so that a universal 
community can develop. (FT 92-93)  

The life of Jesus is the source for these beliefs.  Faith in the Good News can give us strength, 
hope and trust in each other, in order to be real "travelling companions" (FT 274), on our 
common journey into the future, impelled by the Spirit of Christ and to shape our life out 
of that love. 

2. The Inalienable Dignity of each Human Person 

The Pope demands respect and dignity for each human person, regardless of origin, skin 
color, religion (FT 39) or status.  Thereby the functionality of human persons, which 
continues to spread in the Western world and does not stop outside of Church institutions, 
should be blocked and the human person in his or her dignity created in the image and 
likeness of God (FT 24) should not be excluded or discriminated against. 

It is for us a challenge to live our charism in a way that guides us to have open hearts 
towards our neighbors since this is the way for a genuine openness towards God. (FT 74) 

3. Migration, Source of Cultural Enrichment 

These statements indicate that migration "will be a basic element for the future of the 
world" (FT 40), as it is connected with disasters and war in the country of origin and is 
partly because of unrealistic expectations regarding the land of migration.  Migration can 
succeed by reducing prejudices by means of four verbs:  "welcome, protect, promote and 
integrate" (FT 129), according to Pope Francis.  Here is not only integration in demand but 
also the search for a conception of the human person as the occidental tradition has 
developed in the course of centuries.  In dialogue with the traditions of other continents, it 
will be possible to journey into a solidary and fraternal global community.2 

“That is why ... we need to discover the gifts of each person, to promote that which unites 
us and to regard our differences as an opportunity to grow in mutual respect.” (FT 134) 

Many areas of the global society with their international relationships, with their networks and 
our Christian responsibility are addressed in the encyclical Fratelli Tutti.  I chose three single 
topics and discussed them briefly.  Perhaps it could be an incentive to examine more closely 
the other topics of the social encyclical with conversations from the heart. 3 

 
  

 
2 Cf. Rutishauser, Christian M. SJ. In Feinschwarz, Theologisches Feuilleton 5. October 2020/ 
Gesellschaft, Kirche, Kultur, Politik 
3 FT. Fratelli Tutti von Papst Franziskus über die Geschwisterlichkeit und die soziale Freundschaft,  
October 3, 2020 
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Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 

A Path into the Future with the Mission of Bishop von Ketteler 

Since last summer, I have been a member of the Ethics Committee of the Darmstadt Hospital.  The 
ethically responsible and dignified treatment of people who find themselves in difficult situations 
or even facing life decisions is a particular concern of mine. 

In doing so, I am primarily concerned with the human being's wholeness rather than with purely 
functional treatments. 

In the Ethics Committee, we deal with the following issues in our consultations: 
 Life-sustaining and life-prolonging measures 
 Decisions on new therapy methods 
 Risk-bearing decisions 
 Decisions in ethical conflict situations 
 Questions about limiting or discontinuing a specific therapy 

Currently, we address decisions concerning the allocation of medical resources in the context of 
the COVID-19- pandemic. 

As a forum for the discussion of medical ethics issues, we organize continuing-education events 
and develop guidance on current topics and areas of ethics in medicine.  Our ethics committee is 
an interdisciplinary body with 12-14 members from the fields of medicine, psychology, theology, 
geriatrics and pastoral care. 

We are currently in the midst of a situation of overcrowded ventilator units with COVID patients.  
We also have a lack of staff that can, specifically, provide appropriate nursing and medical care to 
patients, who are dealing with the prioritization of current decision-making situations.  A plan has 
been developed for the hospital for "intensive care resources in the context of COVID-19 
pandemic". so that we can involve other hospitals, in the event of an emergency, in hope of 
bypassing pandemic triage.  

Sr. Liberata Ricker 
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Our Sisters in Aschaffenburg 

In Aschaffenburg, live a total of 13 Sisters. They are 
lovingly cared for by registered nurses and specialized 
geriatric nurses. 

The oldest Sister, Sr. Asteria König turned 103 in January.  
As she celebrated her 100th birthday, she said, “I used to 
work in a kindergarden, now I'm a real gardener, that's my 
hobby!"  Because of the pandemic, the sisters could not 
invite guests and could only celebrate among themselves.  
From the women of the kitchen, Sr. Asteria got a 
wonderful 3-tier cake and a " Grandma-doll" as a gift.  At 
the push of a button the doll sings the birthday song: 
"Happy birthday".  Sr. Asteria and Sr. Myriam Kochhafen 
had a lot of fun with the doll and laughed heartily, as you 
can see in the photo. 

Six sisters enjoy meals together daily in a small dining 
room. They also pray together the midday prayers and 
vespers in the chapel and have adoration for an hour each 
week.  Since the long-time chaplain, Father Ludwig, who 
celebrated daily Mass, died in January, the Sisters can now 
attend Mass only twice a week.  On Sundays, they watch 
the service on TV and receive Holy Communion. 

Sr. Maria-Theresia Laux goes to Aschaffenburg every 
Thursday to visit and talk with the Sisters.  Every four 
weeks Sr. Maria Cruz accompanies her to offer foot care 
to the Sisters. 

 
 

The Sisters celebrate birthdays, name days and the feasts 
of the liturgical year with each other, according to their 
possibilities. 

Since the appearance of the Corona-virus, the Sisters are 
strictly isolated for their own protection.  Recently, they 
all have been vaccinated. 

We wish them God's protection and blessings!  

Sister Angelika Hufgard 
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Ketteler Family 
 

Christmas Greetings from the Family von Ketteler 
Enclosed is a 2020 Christmas greeting from the von Ketteler family to the sisters. 

 

 
 

Below is a letter from Elisabeth von Ketteler to her family and friends.  She wrote it recently 
before taking her final vows in a religious community, Fraternidad Mariana de la 

Reconciliación, on March 24th.  Sister Liberata Ricker received the letter from her family in 
Germany.  Elisabeth is the daughter of Baron Wilderich von Ketteler. 

Circular email from Elisabeth March 2, 1012 

Dear friends, dear family, 

It has been a while since my previous circular email and this 
update is really overdue.  First “old“ news:  since 2018 I 
have not been living in Peru any more, but in Chile, and I 
continued here my theology studies at the Catholic 
University (Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile). Now 
I will be soon taking my exam; Tuesday next week is the 
day and if I pass my university studies will be over for the 
time being. 

After leaving Peru and my mission in the project Cruz 
Blanca, I was given the chance here to work in the 
community at my university (Pastoral UC=university 

chaplaincy).  That was a great gift in order to get to know 
better Chile and its people.  In addition, of course the studies 
were an important element of my daily life; the study phase for the exam showed me once again 
how much I like to study theology.  Therefore, I am hoping to be able to do postgraduate studies 
after a few years.  But now other adventures are awaiting me:  apart from the exam, probably the 
most important step in my vocation as a Fraterna awaits me – final profession! 
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Now I am taking the liberty to reach back a bit:  during these more than 10 years in the Fraternidad 
Mariana de la Reconciliación, I have been learning an incredible amount and I have been growing, 
in good and bad days, in this vocation to consecrated life, which I look at more as a blessing than 
a merit.  In the past year (in January) I was given the chance to do the long Ignatian retreat (that 
means 30 days of mainly silence and prayer).  At that occasion I decided to ask to make my final 
profession, which means to say yes to God forever.  Even though it is not directly comparable with 
a wedding, it is in many ways very similar to a marriage – since it is out of love for God that I 
want to commit myself definitely in a life of obedience, chastity and poverty. 

The pandemic, which is still affecting us globally, has made the preparations exciting but it now 
looks as if my profession can take place on March 24th this year.  The Holy Mass will be broadcast 
live, but because of the time difference it will be at 11:30 pm Central European Time (7:30 pm 
local time).  All information for the profession can be found on this website: 
https://eketteler.wixsite.com/ewigeprofess. 

If everything goes well, my parents and two of my siblings will come to Chile.  The following week, I 
will fly to Germany to visit my family and perhaps it will be possible to meet one or the other, depending 
on the situation.  Then in April this year, I will start to work in an institute, the Academia de Lideres 
Católicos, which is dedicated to teaching and further education in Catholic Social Teaching.  There I 
will be organizing seminars and congresses, working a bit behind the scenes of academic activities, 
which will certainly be an enriching experience.  In 
addition, I will take on the youth pastoral in the parish 
to which my community belongs, the administration 
of our retreat house and then I have still some 
additional smaller projects which means that I will 
not be underemployed. 

In this regard I will stay in Chile for the time being.  
In case someone of you might be in this part of the 
world, I will be happy to see you. 

My community here in Santiago de Chile:  Top-from left: 
Anita, Galen, Florencia, Astrid, Margarita; Bottom-from 
left: Elizabeth, Mapi, Anita and our dog, Ambar 

Don’t forget to go to the website for my profession.  
I am glad for any feedback and above all for your 
participation. I wish all of you God’s blessing and a 
lot of strength for the daily and the extraordinary 
challenges which life will bring you.  I pray for you and I hope to hear from you. 

Loving greeting, your Elisabeth 
 

BARON & BARONESS WILDERICH VON KETTELER 
as well as the Superior General and the members of the 

FRATERNIDAD MARIANA DE LA RECONCILIACIÓN 
with great joy and gratitude announce 

the final profession of their daughter and fellow sister 

Elisabeth Freün von Ketteler 

The Holy Mass will be celebrated 
by Cardinal Celestino Aós, Archbishop of Santiago de Chile, 

on March 24, 2021, eve of the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, 
at 19:30 local time (23:30 Central European Time). 
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St. Joseph Province 

Delegate Meeting for Province Chapter 

On December 14, 2020, the first meeting of the Chapter delegates was held by Zoom.  A total of 
36 delegates (elected and ex-officio) and one alternate were present with Sister Martha Lee DC, 
facilitator, and some staff members.  The meeting began at 8 p.m. in order to make it possible for 
the delegates abroad to participate.  The facilitator gave a short talk on the desirable mindset of the 
delegates in relation to the Chapter theme, “Impelled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ:  Shaping our 

Future Courageously.”   

At the meeting, the delegates were asked to volunteer for services that will facilitate the chapter – 
prayer, ambiance, liturgy, etc. – and they willingly accepted these responsibilities.  They also 
shared the planned schedule of reports, according to the apostolates, which will be given and 
shared among the delegates from April to September 2021 by Zoom.  The face-to-face Provincial 
Chapter will be held from October 19 to 23, 2021.  The Bishop of the Diocese of Suwon will 
celebrate the opening mass for the Chapter. 

Meal Delivery for Needy Families 

At a house meeting last December, the Sisters in the motherhouse agreed to help the needy kids 
who might not have proper meals, due to family circumstances or poor financial situations in the 
era of the pandemic. They found nine families with children, 
with the help of Sister Teresa Kim, who is working for the needy 

at Providence House of Sharing.  Starting 
from February this year, the Sisters deliver 
meals to the families once a week.  The 
Sisters in the motherhouse are divided into 
four small groups called “Word sharing 
groups.”  They take turns cooking the meals 
and delivering them to the families every 
Thursday.  The recipient families are very 
grateful to have proper meals for the children, 

leaving thank you notes in the 
bags or sending text messages 
to the Sisters.  

Apart from the meal delivery, 
Sister Teresa Kim, mentioned 
above, provides warm lunches 
to the homeless at Suwon train 
station every Friday with the 
help of some Sisters. 
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Greeting the New Year 

This year, the ceremony to “Greet the New Year” was held by Zoom on January 8, 2021.  All the 
members, including the Sisters in other countries were present:  the members of each community 
gathered in a rather big place to greet the other Sisters on the screen.  The greeting speech by Sister 
Teresa Joo was followed by a short presentation by Sister Martha Lee, facilitator of the Provincial 
Chapter, who spoke on “Intercultural Living,” in relation to the theme of the Congregational 
Chapter.  At the end of the ceremony, each Sister was asked to decide what to do personally or 
with community members, as a way of practicing the 2021 goal of the province, ‘life of keeping 
life alive.’  Those practices will be collected at the meeting of the local directors in March.  

Visit by Bishop of Chuncheon Diocese 

On March 1, the newly-consecrated Ordinary of the Diocese of 
Chuncheon made a short visit to the motherhouse.  He happened to 
come to Suwon Catholic University to take part in an entrance 
ceremony in the morning and a ceremony of giving instituted 
ministries in the afternoon.  He visited the province right after 
lunch, with a priest in 
charge of the vocation 
office of his diocese 
and Sister Clara Kim 
who works at the 
office.  Sister Teresa 
Joo, along with the 
Sisters, welcomed 
them and had some 
friendly dialogue in 
the dining room. 
 

 

 

San Miguel Mission 

The Sisters in Huamali volunteer their time 
with the children and the people of their 
local parish.  Here, Sister Guillermina Nieto 
Fernández is distributing ashes on Ash 
Wednesday.   
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Life in Huamali 

Above, Sister Guillermina is gathered with a group of 
children who had been visiting at the convent 

 
 
 
 
Sisters Guillermina and 
Renee Taipe Soto make a 
pilgrimage, with the 
children, to this cross in 
the nearby mountains.  

 

 
 

Marie de la Roche Province 

Healing Through Music 
By Sue Scheible | The Patriot Ledger 

KINGSTON—One recent afternoon, Sister Rosemonde 
Deck went to her office at the convent of the Sisters of 
Divine Providence, sat down at her piano and spent three 
hours composing.  “I just finished my 400th piano 
composition,” she said. “I was so excited, more excited 
than any other song I wrote.  I call it ‘The Strength of 
Love’ and it just thrilled me.”  Hopefully Sister Rose- 

 monde’s story of finding inspiration and the power of  
 memories might help others in these difficult times.  

Sister Rosemonde Deck 
Providence House in Kingston 

(Greg Derr Photos) 
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The outpouring of music began eight years ago after the death of her older sister, Rosalie, in 2012.  
Sister Rosalie was also a nun, who sang with her as “The Singing Sisters.”  Turning to music for 
solace and inspiration, Sister Rosemonde composed 400 pieces between 2012 and 2020.  With 
titles like “Musical Splendor” and “Wonders of a Rainbow,” her output increased as her losses 
grew:  her younger brother, a priest, died in 2016, another sister passed in 2018.  “God, for some 
reason, wants me to keep going,” she said. “I’m still going strong and I don’t feel my age.  I’m 
very vibrant and I think that is largely because of my music.  It is God who has blessed me with 
that.”  The music is apt to pop into the head of this 89-year-old at any moment – walking upstairs, 
reading in her room.  Compositions titled “Valley of Peace” and “The Magic of Starlight” reflect 
how nature is also a source of strength.  She is also working on a new Mass, one of a half dozen 
in her lifetime. 

She remains a memorable influence on her former students more than 45 years later.  After seeing 
a video interview with her five years after it was posted, Tony Benivegna, wrote: “How thrilling 
to see Sister Rosemonde.  She taught music appreciation in my father’s Upward Bound program 
in our native Loretto, Pa., in 1975.  Her father Ferd taught me to play sax but it is Sister Rosemonde 
who sparked a lifelong love of classical music.  Another student, Billy, responded, “My dear Sister 
Rosemonde, my high school chorus teacher ... at Sacred Heart High School, Kingston, MA, 1975-
79.  She and Sister Rosalie taught us so much about performing in front of large crowds, singing, 
how to present ourselves, and always to smile.  The auditorium was always standing room only, 
year after year for our outstanding Christmas and spring concerts.  

The two sisters began singing together as children.  Born in Indiana, they were part of a musical 
family with five children and grew up there and in Pittsburgh.  Their father, Ferdinand, played first 
chair clarinet in the Fort Wayne Symphony Orchestra while working for IBM.  Their mother, 
Gladys, was a singer, composer and voice teacher.  They taught music together at Sacred Heart 
High School for 45 years and performed as the “Singing Sisters” in this country and nine foreign 
nations.  Sister Rosemonde has a knowledge of chords from her studies for a master’s degree in 
music at Duquesne University.  The week after Sister Rosalie died, Sister Rosemonde wrote a song 
called “Inspiration” and found “it carried me through that week.”  The next week, she tried another, 
and another. “It fulfills my soul,” she said. “It is work, but it touches my soul from the bottom up.” 

Ministering in the Pandemic 

Sister Karina Conrad was awarded funding from the Catholic 
Extension’s Sisters on the Frontlines program.  Sister Karina, a mental 
health counselor at the Society of Helpers The Circle/ El Circulo  
Resource Center in the Brighton Park area of Chicago, ministers 
predominantly to Latina women.  These women, many of whom are 
immigrants and heads of household, have struggled to maintain 
employment during the COVID-19 pandemic, making it difficult for 
them to buy food and to pay rent, utilities and medical bills.  The funds 
Sister Karina received helped to rescue one woman who was seeking 
counseling due to being threatened with eviction and facing 
homelessness.  Last year, this woman was diagnosed with COVID-19 and eventually lost her job, 
further impacting her daily stress and trauma.  Sister Karina’s intervention with counseling, 
education, social opportunities and financial help brought hope and relief to this woman, as she 
was able to pay her rent and purchase food. Sister Karina reflected, “As a Sister of Divine 
Providence…I am reminded of the call to mission we have as women religious to ease the suffering 
of those most in need and to bring God’s love and care to all.” 
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Catholic Sisters Week 2021:   

Challenge to End Hunger 

Sister Betty Sundry, Director of Social 
Concerns, coordinated the Sisters yearly food 

drive during Catholic Sisters Week.  Nonperishable foods – especially 
cereal, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, rice and crackers, as well as toilet paper, 
paper towels and tissues, were collected and donated to Pittsburgh’s North 
Hills Community Outreach and Providence Food Pantry at La Roche 
University.  Food donations from the public were dropped off in barrels 
located at the main entrance of Providence Heights from March 8-14. 

Sister Janet Folkl, campus minister at La Roche University, helps stock 
and track food items donated to La Roche University’s Providence Food 
Pantry, which is available to full-time and part-time students, staff and 
faculty, who do not have adequate food.  The pantry accepts monetary donations and gift cards to 
local grocery stores as well, to help ensure no one in our community is food insecure.  

Vocations Team Holds 

Discernment Events 

In celebration of World Day for Consecrated Life, 
Sisters Karina Conrad, Wendolyn López Santos and 
Bertshabé Palomino Montalvo invited single women 
between the ages of 18-45 to reflect on how to listen 
to the Spirit in vocation discernment.  This virtual 
event was offered in both English and Spanish: 
 What is Discernment? with Sister Carole 

Riley CDP 
 ¿Qué es el Discernimiento? con la Hermana 

Ana Lydia Sonera Matos CDP 

Ten women participated; one in the English event 
and nine in the Spanish event.  The participants in 
the Spanish event were from Puerto Rico and Peru.  
As a result of these events, a Spanish Discernment 
Group has begun monthly meetings.  

 

NOTE:  The year’s theme for “Global 

Connections,” is  

RENEWED ENCOUNTERS:  Global Community and 

a Healthy Earth 

Articles for the spring issue are due by June 1st.   

Publication will be mid-July. 

2021 

Apr. 27 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

May 18 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

June 1 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

June 15 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

July 6-8 – Congregational Pre-Chapter 

Commission Meeting (virtual) 

2022 
June 11-24 – Congregational Chapter in 

St. Louis, USA 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 

Sr. Janet Folkl and  
La Roche student volunteer 


