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Mission:  “The Spirit of the institute is, above all, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself.”*  We, the Sisters 

of Divine Providence are an international congregation rich in cultural diversity and united in our trust 

in and openness to the Providence of God.  We embrace the Spirit of Jesus in our mission to be God’s 

loving face to all creation in its joys and sufferings.   
                                                   [*words of our founder, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, to our Congregation] 

 

 

CRISIS AND TURNING POINT 

Sister Rosa Eunsoon Kim 

 

“Men and women have constantly 

intervened in nature...frequently 

ignoring or forgetting the reality in 

front of us.  Human beings and material 

objects no longer extend a friendly 

hand to one another; the relationship 

has become confrontational.” (#106, Laudato Si’) 

There is a famous saying of Confucius1: To go beyond is as 

wrong as to fall short.  It implies the fact that anything excessive 

is followed by aftereffects and aftermaths, so each one should 

constantly be awake in order to keep themselves as they are.  

We all know how much the whole world has been struggling to 

control the Covid-19 pandemic.  The coronavirus – which it is 

allegedly said is transmitted by rodents, such as bats – has not 

only made modern civilization’s boasting of advanced scientific 

technology fall flat on its back but it has also triumphantly put 

the global village into a state of fear, without distinction of 

educational background, job, gender or race.  

Nevertheless, like the saying that ‘misfortune is the other side of 

happiness’, the challenging situations faced by the pandemic 

have been an opportunity for us to have a new understanding of 

the preciousness of things which we have taken for granted and 

an opportunity to become a starting point for conversion, so as to 

restore humanity and nature itself while enjoying modern 

conveniences.  It has been a blessing in disguise.  

It is allegedly said that the virus (which means poison in Latin) is a vector with both 

characteristics of living and non-living things and a cause of the diseases which are mainly 

 
1 Chinese philosopher and politician (551-498 BC)  
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prevalent among wild animals.  However, human beings with endless greed have destroyed 

nature, exposing themselves to the virus and ending up losing an enormous number of lives. 

This is in line with the experts’ opinions that destruction of nature by human beings has created 

viruses more frequently since the 20th century, the so-called era of the civilization revolution.  

Fortunately, there has been good news that the virus vaccine will be available soon.  However, 

we are still unsure because many tests are still required to be taken and we have not heard that 

suitable medical treatment has been developed.  [Since this writing, several vaccines are ready.] 

In fact, medical experts say that ‘washing hands and caring about personal hygiene’ are the most 

effective ways to prevent the spread of the virus, which has frustrated modern medicine. 

Surprisingly, that is just so simple, nothing special.  In other words, it says that the best way to 

prevent the virus infection of which a civilized society is most afraid is just ‘washing hands’ – I 

assume that even Adam and Eve, the first created human beings, could have known it.  It’s ironic, 

however, that it teaches us that the answer to a crisis can be surprisingly found in a basic practice 

that is quite natural. 

I think that the preventive method can also give us an answer as we grapple with carrying out 

the mission and life for the future of the Congregation.  It is primarily because the nature with 

which our pioneers of the Congregation in the 19th century strived to carry out the mission, the 

nature with which we are striving to carry out life today, and the nature new members in the 

future should carry out their lives and ministries have flown from the same spirit, ‘the spirit of 

Jesus (Constitutions in 1852) and the spirit of our founders.’  It is not important in what age we 

are living, rather what is important is the ongoing questioning and remembering what our nature 

is and carrying it out authentically in the world. 

Is it a cliché? If it is, just keep in mind the meaning of the advice given by the experts as they 

say that washing your hands is the way to prevent the spread of the novel virus infection which 

has put the whole world into fear.  

 

Marie de la Roche Province 

Perpetual Profession 

Saying yes to God’s call.  Sister Margaret Ann 

Modro professed her final vows during the 

Eucharistic Liturgy in the Mother of Divine 

Providence Chapel on October 4, 2020.  Father John 

McKenna celebrated the liturgy and Sister Michele 

Bisbey, the Provincial Leader, conducted the Rite of 

Profession.  

Sister Margaret Ann said during the reflection, 

“Almost three years ago I stood before this 

congregation and ... told you that my name for God 

was Elohim Yachal or God of Hope. ...  Hope is 
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basic and essential in living a spiritual life. St. John 

of the Cross insisted that great despair generally 

leads to great hope; that great hope eventually leads 

to great faith; and great faith invariably leads to 

great hope.  Hope is a reflection of the faith we have 

in God’s promises to us which allows one to trust 

God’s ways to guide us.  It is the grounds for 

believing that something will happen.  With faith we 

get to know the heart of God which is love.  Love 

has the power to help us believe and is the engine 

that drives our spiritual lives.  Hope is defined as a 

feeling of expectation.  Yachal translates as hope 

and means to patiently wait and endure until you 

reach the expected end.  Hope is the fuel that keeps 

faith alive.  In the meantime, you wait.  This waiting 

process requires work, enduring the trials of life and 

surrendering to God and adjusting to God’s time 

frame and plan for your life.” 

New YouTube channel focuses on vocation 

The Vocation Committee of the Marie de la 

Roche Province is inviting women from 18 to 

50 to join the Sisters of Divine Providence in 

the adventure of making God’s Providence 

more visible in our world through a new 

YouTube channel.  To subscribe to the channel:  

Visit YouTube.com;  Type “Sisters of Divine 

Providence” in the search bar;  Click or tap the 

red “subscribe” button next to the Marie de la 

Roche province logo.  

 

Justice committee Resources 

The Ketteler Legacy for Justice Committee (KLJ) is an 

ongoing working committee of the Sisters of Divine 

Providence of the Marie de la Roche Province.  The 

KLJ Committee created informative, prayerful 

materials on migrants and refugees and plastics.  Their 

program addresses the plight of millions of our 

brothers and sisters around the world who are 

searching for what we may take for granted – a safe, 

secure home and a place to raise a family without the 

fear of being oppressed or taken into slavery or even killed – it can be viewed by going to 

cdpsisters.org/migrantsrefugeesprogram.  The committee’s informative and prayerful presentation 

(pictured left to right) Father John McKenna, 

Celebrant; Sister Michele Bisbey, Provincial; Sister 

Margaret Ann Modro 
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on plastic waste and its adverse effect on the environment can be viewed by going to 

cdpsisters.org/plasticpollution. 

 

Ketteler Legacy for Justice Committee 

As we strive to become more united in our efforts to promote 

Bishop Ketteler’s legacy for social justice, the Ketteler Legacy 

for Justice Committee (KLJ) of the Marie de la Roche Province 

discussed at their November 14th Zoom meeting how to broaden 

their efforts and membership. 

Associate Pat Montgomery suggested inviting someone from 

each of the Provinces and the Mission of Peru to join the 

committee.  All agreed that this would enhance and enrich the 

efforts and broaden our commitment to “…be prophets of hope 

and agents of healing through peace and justice-making… [living 

and working] interculturally… to create partnerships for the 

common good.”   (taken from “Directional Statement 2016” of 

the Marie de la Roche Provincial Chapter) 

As a result of our efforts we have now a broad representation 

across the Congregation.  The membership in the Ketteler Legacy 

for Justice Committee, as of December, is as follows: 

Representing our German Province:  Sister Yessica Amaro Cáceres 

Representing our Korean Province:  Sister Wilma Enjoo Kim 

Representing our Mission in Peru:    Sister Monika Mrosek 

Representing our USA/Caribbean Province:  Sisters Betty Sundry, Claudia Ward, Gladys 

Segovia León, Carmen González Arias, Bertshabé Palomino Montalvo, Veronica Gumja Kim, 

Carol Stenger and Associates Linda Hoefflin and Pat Montgomery 

We “…commit ourselves to choose life, live in mystery, risk with hope, and birth our future in 

Providence.  We Go Forth.” (also from the Provincial Chapter Directional Statement 2016) 

We ask for your prayers and guidance.  Send any suggestions or ideas you may have to one of the 

members listed above.  We meet monthly via Zoom September through May.  We continue to keep 

our entire Congregation in our thoughts and prayers as we work to promote peace and justice 

throughout our world.  Thank You. Sister Carol Stenger 

Chair of the KLJ Committee 

 

Ministry to Migrants and Asylum-Seekers 

(Details taken from article in Extension Magazine, Winter 2020) 

 

An Unwavering Faith (pp. 12-13): Mother escapes death and experiences the gift of life.  Shalom 

arrived in Los Angeles and stood disoriented at the airport as she faced immigration authorities.  

She had left her children and her mother behind and was fleeing her homeland of Zimbabwe, 

following a violent beating and sexual assault that nearly killed her, with the sure knowledge that 

she and her family were still in danger.   
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Shalom was targeted because she was outspoken and she held opposing political beliefs from the 

brutal, ruling political party in her country.  On a day in 2017, when she had left her own village, 

seeing peace and safety in another village, she was tracked down.  Shalom was with her two 

children and two men, who she at first thought were robbers, beat and sexually assaulted her, in 

front of her children, telling them they would be killed, if they screamed.  When Shalom regained 

consciousness, her son was calling her to wake up, begging her that they could run away before 

the men came back.   

Shalom realized the grave danger.  She left her children with her mother and fled to a neighboring 

country, in hope of asylum.  Finding no help there, she was put on a plane headed to Ireland, where 

she was refused entry.  Forced back on the plane, she landed finally in Los Angeles, California.  “I 

started crying.  I didn’t know anything about the country.”  Her experience is like millions around 

the globe who have been forced to migrate from their home villages, their own countries and even 

their home continents. 

When Shalom learned she was pregnant, because of the sexual assault, officers at the Los Angeles 

Airport advised her to get an abortion.  She didn’t hesitate.  She kept the baby, despite knowing it 

would be a painful reminder of the violence she had experienced.  She said, “God saved my life.  

Who I am to say ‘no’ to another’s?” 

After Shalom was placed in detention, she wrote letters to many shelters.  Only La Posada 

Providencia responded to her.  Eventually she was released from detention and made her way to 

La Posada.  She had a court date, but no lawyer to represent her.  Arriving at the court, Shalom 

was seven months pregnant.  She explained, “I said a short prayer and told God, ‘I know I don’t 

have a lawyer, but I know your presence will be there with me.”  As Shalom headed into the 

courthouse, she saw an African Catholic nun in the parking lot and the Sister introduced her to her 

own immigration attorney, who took Shalom’s case at no charge.  Her case is ongoing and Shalom 

still places her trust in God.  She now has a work permit.  When her case if finally adjudicated, she 

hopes to apply to be reunited with the children she had to leave behind in Zimbabwe.   

While living and working at La Posada Providencia, a sponsored ministry of the Marie de la Roche 

Province in Texas and a Catholic Extension supported migrant shelter, Shalom has finished her 

GED (General Educational Development Test which 

allows a person without a high school diploma to 

continue an education).  She has learned to drive, and 

she gave birth to the baby she was carrying.  She 

named him Emmanuel, believing in the biblical 

meaning of the name, God is with us.  Emmanuel is 

now two years old.  God, she is convinced has been 

walking hand in hand with her and the new son she 

has cherished throughout this grueling ordeal.   

Since its founding in 1989, La Posada has served more 

than 10,000 migrants and asylum-seekers from nearly 

90 countries, helping to protect and nurture the lives 

of an extremely vulnerable population.  Through 

every life they serve, La Posada is, like Shalom, 

giving witness to the fact that God is truly with us, 

even in the worst of times and circumstances. 
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Emmanuel von Ketteler Province 
 

Christmas 2020 in Germany 

"Fear not, I announce to you a great joy" 

Christmas in a different way.  This year the Christmas preparations 

throughout the Advent Season have a special character of their own.  

For the pre-Christmas period and Christmas, as such, are not excluded 

from anti-Coronavirus measures.  Thus, we participated in the 

arrangements of the four Sundays of Advent.  Meetings for Christmas 

services take place here in the open air, with the appropriate distance 

from each other and with masks; Christmas masses without singing.  

Suggestions for home services can be found on a flyer especially 

compiled with many options:  for people in retirement homes, for 

young people, for children. 

We were also asked how we could participate in the organization of the 

Christmas liturgies.  A family service is planned in the open air with a 

big Christmas tree in the middle.  Sister Maria Espinoza Infantes 

created the angels to hang on the Christmas tree.  At the end of the 

Christmas service, every visitor to the service was invited to take a 

Christmas angel home with a special wish, given below.  In addition, 

the song, "Angels singing in the fields" was played with organ and trumpet. 
 

                                           The Angels‘ Wish 

I wish you an angel, 

that touches you gently and tenderly, 

will lead you close to God. 

God gives you an angel 

who bends tenderly towards you 

shows you the way to peace. 

God gives you an angel 

who spreads out his wing-roof and guides you 

through dangerous situations. 

I wish you an angel… 

A blessed Christmas Season to you 

Sisters Liberata Ricker and Maria Espinoza Infantes 
 

Special Birthday Celebrations 

Birthday Feast in Mainz.  On November 24th, we celebrated the 80th birthday of Sister Dorothea 

Grugel at the Motherhouse in Mainz.  Together with her birthday, the community also celebrated 

the birthdays of many Sisters over 80 years of age, including:  Sisters Theresita Molls, Domina 

Rauschenberg, Friedburga Hohenwarter, Marina Becker, Magdalena Dürk und Raphael Wingerter. 
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Sister Clementine Fritscher and the Provincial Councillors, Sisters 

Veritas Straka and Maria-Theresia Laux, were invited to this 

celebration, and the staff participated too.  Sister Clementine thanked 

Sister Dorothea for her service of the Motherhouse Convent as Local 

Superior for many years.  She also thanked the Sisters and the 

employees for their loyalty and service. 

The celebration began with a birthday song and a specially-selected 

text and then coffee and cake were served.  Each of the “birthday-

Sisters” received a beautiful orchid from Sister Clementine.  The staff 

presented Sister Dorothea with a bouquet of flowers and the other 

Sisters each received a yellow rose!  Sister Angelika Hufgard made a 

presentation of birthday wishes and blessings for those being honored.  

She showed older photographs and photos of the Sisters 

from their childhood days and everyone had fun as they 

tried to guess who it was in each of the photographs of a 

child. 

As the celebrations ended, Sister Clementine announced 

to the Sisters that Sister Maria Cruz León would be 

installed as the new Local Superior in Mainz on the First 

Sunday of Advent.  Sister Maria, a native of Peru, has 

been living in Mainz for more than twenty years and has 

experienced understanding and experience for her ministry with 

the Sisters. 

We wish Sister Maria all the best and God’s blessing for her new 

responsibilities.  

Birthday Feast in Mainz-Finthen.  On December 10th, Sister 

Illuminata Thiessen celebrated her 100th birthday.  The Sisters 

living in Mainz-Finthen celebrated the birthday with a special 

gathering to sing, congratulate Sister and share a sweet feast.  

Sister Clementine offered her congratulations and spoke about 

Sister Illuminata as the celebration began.  Together the Sisters 

enjoyed “Black Forest Cake” and “Cheese Cream Cake,” which 
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was accompanied, as always, by good German coffee.  Because of the 

corona virus, there could be no other guests and Sister was happy to be 

with her Sisters.   

Sister Angelika interviewed Sister Illuminata and shared her responses to 

the questions which she asked.  Sister 

Illuminata attributed her good health to the 

fact that she hadn’t eaten much meat and had 

watched her cholesterol level.  She also took 

a capsule of garlic and took vitamins daily 

for many years.  Sister Illuminata said too 

that she loves books and reading and she is 

very interested in church media, especially “Faith and Life” and 

“Observatore Romanum” from Rome.  Her interest in life keeps her 

aware of the world and alive in mind and heart. 

Sister Illuminata said she had celebrated her birthday by enjoying 

many phone calls throughout the day, from her nieces and nephews, her 

great-nieces and great-nephews.  She received an honorary certificate 

from Bishop Kohlgraf, the Bishop of Mainz.  She was also congratulated 

by both the Mayors of Mainz and of Finthen, who said they rarely meet 

people 100 years old, who are as fit as is Sister Illuminata.  The pastor of 

the parish in Finthen, Herr Pfarrer Geiss, came with flowers.  He warmly 

congratulated Sister Illuminata and celebrated Holy Mass for the Sisters. 

Sister Angelika wrote that she was grateful to Sister Illuminata for an 

interesting conversation and for God’s rich blessings in her life and in the 

life of the community.   
 

My Experiences in the United States 
 

Living Together with the Sisters in Pittsburgh and Studying at La Roche University.  From 

December 2018 until the end of March 2020, I had a wonderful time in the Marie de la Roche 

Province U.S.A. 

The Sisters of the Motherhouse received me into their convent.  They were very open, interested 

and in every way supportive.  Studies permitting, I participated in various celebrations and 

community “parties,” in order to get to know the American culture better.  On New Year’s Eve, I 

learned to play “Bingo” which I really enjoyed.  

I experienced wonderfully-prepared liturgies 

on Christmas and Easter and I participated in 

the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Pittsburgh.  On 

Halloween, Sister Maria Clara Kreis and I 

helped Sisters Ellen Rufft and Rita Adams 

distribute sweets to the children who came to 

the house.  On Thanksgiving, the Motherhouse 

community invited 30 students from the 
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university to a celebratory dinner.  Among this 

group, were students from my class with their 

family members.  On St. Martin’s day, Sisters 

Betsa Palomino Montalvo, Clara and I performed 

a little St Martin’s play.  On December 6th, I was 

able to be St. Nicholas for the Sisters in St. 

Joseph Center and in the convent.  I greeted them 

with ”Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry Christmas.“  It was 

very exciting and wonderful for me!  

To be able to speak German sometimes happened 

with the help of Sister Donna Marie Dorfner, 

who speaks and understands German marvellously.  She was a great help for me with doctor’s 

visits, with shopping, and with driving a car.  Sister Clara also supported me very much, and again 

and again, she advised me to calm down more when I was in exam stress. 

The English study was a real challenge for me, 

but I had good professors and a lot of ambition 

to carry it off.  The small international classes 

were very interesting and enriching.  There 

were 10-14 students from Saudi Arabia, 

Africa, Brazil, Venezuela, China, Vietnam, 

Turkey and Turkmenistan, studying with me.   

Through their presentations I learned a lot 

about their cultures. 

During the summer break, I went with Sister 

Donna Marie Gribschaw to Kingston for ten 

days and later on to St. Louis for ten days.  It was important for me to get to know the Sisters in 

the areas of the former provinces.  Together with Sister Lettie Plasencia Barrios, I was able to 

experience New York City for four days and this I will never forget.  I also participated in an 

outing to Niagara Falls in New York and was able to admire these tremendous falls closely from 

a boat.  In Kingston I experienced my first funeral.  It was for Sister Marjorie Nickel and it moved 

me deeply. At these celebrations I felt the cultural differences the strongest. 

I am very grateful for every single experience which I had and which enriched me very much!  A 

very big thank you to Sister Michele Bisbey and the Marie de la Roche Province! 

Sr.Angelika Hufgard 
 

St. Joseph Province 
 

Area Meetings 

On November 9, the last area meeting was held at St. 

Joseph Chapel in the motherhouse, with the fifteen 

Sisters working in Seoul/Suwon areas present.  This 

year, the provincial leadership team planned to have 
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area meetings instead of visiting each local house/community, in order to share what the team has 

been doing since they began their term in late 2016 and to get some feedback from the Sisters.  

There are 10 areas in the province and the Sisters in each area usually have their own meetings 

three or four times a year.  But this year they have hardly had any meetings due to Covid-19.  

Therefore, this was a good chance for them to share among themselves, even though they could 

not get closer, due to the regulations of social distancing. 

Poetry Book  

by Sister Othilia Cho 

Publication Ceremony. The first poetry 

book, titled “To Thee in the Grove,” by 

Sister Othilia Gyeongia Cho, was published 

in November.  The publication ceremony 

was held in the Motherhouse on November 

4th with the Sisters and the President of the 

publishing company, who is also a poet.  

Othilia has been writing poems since her 

younger years and was officially 

recognized as a poet since 2006.  Her 

poems were introduced in a publication of the Women of Providence in Collaboration (WPC) a 

few years ago, with the help of Sister Mary Michael McCulla. You may taste one of her poems:  

To Thee in the Grove  

(by Sister Othilia Cho) 

In late fall 

At dawn I go to the grove  

A serenade of freedom 

Letting the last leaf fall  

On my way back  

After encountering a deer with good eyes 

I wish I simply live a good life  

Knowing that it may be a promise unable to keep 

I drop it into a mailbox of heaven 

The darker it gets 

The deeper root the trees; 

With strong nature take 

Relaxation in dense fog  

My love, is a grove the only place to feel integrity?   
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Meeting of Local Directors 

For the first time in our history, the zoom meeting of directors of local houses/communities was 

held on November 17.  We had practices in advance and thirty-three participants showed up 

successfully on the screen on that day.  We had time together for almost a whole day.  Even Sister 

Augustina Seo in Chicago took part in the meeting and Sister Elizabeth Kim in Vietnam joined to 

greet the Sisters and share her mission there.  The Sisters could have a small group discussion 

about post-Covid-19 and consecrated life for an hour.  These 

were two main topics shared in the assembly of the 

Association of the Major Superiors of Women Religious in 

Korea, which was also held by zoom.  

Abundant Harvest 

As usual, we harvested chestnuts, acorns and sweet potatoes 

in this fall.  Owing to an unprecedented long spell of rainy 

weather this summer, some people could not get an abundant 

harvest.  However, we could produce more than enough 

results.  And we also made enough kimchi, “Kimjang,” to 

feed ourselves through the winter.  

 
 

 

San Miguel Mission 

St. Nicholas Party in Huancapi 

At the John Paul II Residence Home in Huancapi, Ayacucho, St. 

Nicholas came for a special celebration of December 6th.  The 

children were very excited, especially the youngest ones, to have St. 

Nick come right to their home.  The Sisters welcomed him and 

everyone had the opportunity to greet 

St. Nicholas and to be remembered 

with small gifts. 
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Life in Huancapi 

Huancapi is a small town, surrounded by mountains.  It is capital of the province and part of the 

Region of Ayacucho.  Life here is very rural.  The province is one of the poorest areas of Perú.  

The ‘Shining Path’ terrorist group was founded in Ayacucho.  Ayacucho and Huancapi were 

centers of terrorism in the 1980s and 90s.   

When Pope John Paul II visited the area in 1985, he spoke about peace and asked Archbishop 

Federico Richter Prada of Ayacucho to take care of the children, many of whom had been orphaned 

due to terrorism.  This led to the foundation of six homes for children, funded by a group of women. 

The language of most of the elderly people is Quechua and they live according to their traditional 

culture.  Families live with their livestock:  larger animals, like sheep and donkeys, as well as 

smaller animals, such as chicken and guinea pigs.  Women work hard, both in the fields and in 

their homes.  The area has more widows than many other areas, women who lost their husbands 

or family members during the time of the terrorists.   

The poverty of the area is reflected in the education and the cultural expectations, especially for 

girls, who don’t have the same opportunities as boys.  Many people believe that girls should stay 

at home, help care for their younger siblings and assist their mothers.  The Corona restrictions are 

strong but our town is small and we are relatively safe, compared to Lima or other parts of Peru.   

In November in Huancapi, the people of our parish had a 

procession for King Louis of France, its patron, to pray for 

rain.  Now is the time to sow the seeds for corn and other crops 

and the land needs rain.   

Our work and living situation with our 16 girls at “Hogar Juan 

Pablo II” (John Paul II Residential Home) is seven days a 

week from 6.00 a.m. to 9.30 p.m.  The girls are not orphans.  

They come from poor family situations and several of the girls 

have lost their mothers.  Here in Huancapi, they can get a good 

education in primary school, secondary school, and at the 

universities.  

Because of the corona virus, the girls have not been able to go 

to school.  Since the pandemic began, Sister Maria Cristina 

Prada-Fuentes has been the teacher for nine (9) primary 

school students and Sister Renee Taipe Soto has been the secondary school teacher for five (5) 

secondary students.  Sister Monika Mrosek has been the English teacher for the elementary 

students.  Two older girls, university students are studying locally and they also live with us at the 

Hogar. 

Every week we have a small market in town where 

the women sell their vegetables, fruits and grains.  

Every Tuesday at 6.30 a.m. Sister Monika Mrosek 

goes to the market with two of the girls from the 

Hogar to shop for fresh vegetables for the communal 

meals.  In the photo, the girls are working together to 

get the garden ready for planting and to clean up from 

the winter. 
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We, Sisters, share the responsibilities together and we take turns sleeping at the Hogar.  During 

the week, a lay staff provide the common meals for the students and the Sisters.  On the weekends, 

Sister Monika cooks with some of the girls to provide the meals.  Our ministry is challenging but 

also meaningful.  We find balance in our community life together when we share meals, prayer 

and also some leisure times.  

Information and photos sent by Sister Monika Mrosek 
 

 

Special Christmas Message from UISG 

 
Though it is late, we wanted to share the Christmas message which was sent out to all the religious 

communities of women from the International Union of Superiors General (UISG).   

From the bottom of our hearts the cry raises even louder:  Come Lord, Prince of Peace, 

Consoler, Admirable Counsellor, Our Brother … (cf. Isaiah 9:5) 

But HE IS WITH US and does not miss any moment or human gesture! 

Therefore, as we celebrate His birth, we beseech God and wish that His joy – the fruit of faith 

and hope – may fill the entire world, our communities, activities and ministries, especially 

those who suffer the most.  Yet, contemplating the Son of God incarnate in this swaddling Child, 

we say with marvel:  so much love!  So much love! 

This is God’s path offered to humanity ever anew to restore its radical brotherhood and 

sorority and its dignity.  Our thoughts gratefully go to the many whose commitment testify to 

the love, care and tenderness of God! 

May we too be faithful to this journey, accompanying one another and lifting up the neediest.  

In the variety of charisms, we find light and inspiration!  With the whole Church we unite in 

trust; we will enter the New Year holding hands and … stretching out our hands. 

We walk together with many people of good will, restoring our frailties, the wounds of 

humanity and renewing this passionate life in the proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

Merry Christmas!  Best wishes to all! 
 

 

Year of St. Joseph 

On December 8th, Pope Francis announced that the 

Church would celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 

declaration in 1870 of St. Joseph as Patron of the 

Universal Church.  The year of remembrance began on 

December 8th and will continue until December 8, 2021. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori said, “We must be convinced that, 

in consideration of his great merits, God will not refuse 

St. Joseph any grace he asks for those who honor him. 

Let us join our hearts in prayer to St. Joseph and join with 

our Sisters in the Korean Province as they celebrate St. Joseph, their patron, during this special 

year.  Let us be aware that we are called, like St. Joseph, to be a presence and a servant of the 

needs of others, wherever we are. 
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NOTE:  The year’s theme for “Global Connections,” is  

RENEWED ENCOUNTERS:  Global Community and a Healthy Earth 

Articles for the spring issue are due by March 1st.   

Publication will be mid-April. 

2021 

Jan. 5 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Jan. 19  - Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Feb. 2 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Feb. 9-10 - Special CLB meeting 

(virtual) 

Feb. 16 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Feb 22-25 – Pre-Chapter Commission – 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

Mar. 2 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Mar. 16 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Apr. 6 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

Apr. 27 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

May 18 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

June 1 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

June 15 – Congregational Leadership 

Meeting (virtual) 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CALENDAR 


