
 

 

September 29, 2018 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Associates*, 
 
On September 29, we celebrate the 167th birthday of our beloved community, the Congregation 
of the Sisters of Divine Providence!  Let us celebrate this very special day with much gratitude 
for all that our Community has been and for all that it continues to be.  For countless people, the 
Sisters of Divine Providence have been a beacon of hope over many years since our foundation, 
and for many people today, we continue to be a major support, as people we serve navigate the 
challenges of their daily lives and those that come with today’s society.   

We recognize the scholarship and influence of Bishop Ketteler as he systematically engaged the 
social and economic issues of his day.  We also recognize his wisdom in knowing he could not 
both bring about the necessary societal and political changes and still minister to the needs of the 
many people he encountered.  We know that he was touched by the poor, downtrodden and 
forsaken, the elderly and the neglected young, and that this was his motivation in wanting to 
establish a religious community of women to address the needs of the people he encountered.   

Fanny de la Roche, a recent convert to Catholicism, was known to Bishop Ketteler.  Bishop 
Ketteler invited Fanny to visit him.  He was impressed by her mature faith, cheerful confidence 
in Divine Providence, her concern for others, her readiness to fulfill God’s will and her 
education.  He asked her to cooperate in creating the new Community he had in mind; she 
assented, placing herself at his disposal.  And so, the Community began in 1851 through the 
efforts of the newly-ordained Bishop of Mainz, Bishop Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, and 
Stephanie Fredericka Amalie de la Roche Starkenfels von Vulte, known to us as Mother Marie 
de la Roche. 

Our mission has not changed over the years.  From the beginning the Sisters were constantly 
reminded that: “The spirit of the institute is, above all, the spirit of Jesus Christ himself.” 
(Constitutions, 1852).  What has changed is how the mission is carried out.  The Sisters of 
Divine Providence were founded to meet the needs of the local Church.  In 1876, circumstances 
preventing the Sisters from teaching in Germany shaped a time of refoundation.  The Sisters, 
with the blessings of Bishop Ketteler and Mother Vincentia, willingly went to Dungannon, Ohio 
and then on to Pittsburgh, to serve the needs of the people there.  We would have other times of 
refounding as we ventured to other parts of the US and to Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic.  There was refoundation in the 60’s that took us to Peru and to South Korea to address 
unmet needs in both of these countries.  We were at a refoundation moment when we 
restructured seven provinces into three provinces.  As difficult as it was then, we can see the 
wisdom of what we did as we are now faced with declining numbers in the provinces that were 
restructured.   



What we celebrate on Foundation Day is that which has endured:  our mission to serve those in 
need and our charism to trust.  We will always be a human community made up of a mixture of 
individuals:  those who cautiously seek survival and those that act excitedly across boundaries 
and barriers; those that ultimately take responsibility for all actions and those that dream new 
visions; those that can be relied upon to absorb and integrate the old, and those that have little 
time for the old and who want to seek new lands.  Can we now support each other and allow the 
lifeform that we have known, that we were attracted to, that we were willing to commit our lives 
to, be transformed, i.e. refounded? 

In her presidential address to the LCWR (Leadership Conference of Women Religious) this past 
August, Sister Teresa Maya, CCVI said the following: 

We are living next to a volcano that will force us to move away from the structures and 
size that our apostolic communities could boast in the last few decades.  We will be 
lighter and itinerant, we will be fewer.  However, we will be enough; we are enough;  
we will be what God needs today. We will bring with us our call to community and our 
stubborn conviction that Christ suffering in God’s people requires our response.  We will 
serve in small, meaningful ways hosting the human family one person at a time.   

Yes, God calls us from the future.  We must ready ourselves for an ever-changing future where 
God awaits us to make all things new.  Refoundation, a transformative process, is not easy.  So,  
I offer this quote on commitment that was thought to have been written by Goethe, but is from 
William H. Murray, author of The Scottish Himalayan Expedition (1951).  It says: 

“Until one is committed, there is hesitancy…the moment one definitely commits oneself, 
then Providence moves too.”   

So, let us keep each other in prayer that we can remain faithful to the call that is ours at this time 
in our history, as Sisters and Associates of Divine Providence.   

Sisters Mary Francis, Liberata, and Rosa join me in extending congratulations to all of us as we 
commemorate our Foundation Day. 
 
One with you in Providence, 
 

Sister Maria Fest 
Sister Maria Fest 
Congregational Leader 
 
*Associates, Family of Divine Providence, Companions of Divine Providence, Circle of Friends 
 


