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LIFE AT THE GENERALATE RESIDENCE DURING THE PANDEMIC  

Like many others living in the U.S., the presence of Covid-19 in our country took us by 
surprise.  We completed our first Pre-Chapter Commission Meeting for the 2021 
Congregational Chapter at Providence Heights (Pittsburgh) on Thursday, February 27.  All 
participants, translators, and our Facilitator left by Friday, February 28.  Sisters Mary Francis, 
Rosa and I spent that Friday visiting Sisters and headed to Rhode Island on Saturday.  We all 
left with grateful hearts for what we were able to accomplish during the week of meetings.  
Little did we know that we, the Congregational Team, had had our last face-to-face meeting 
for the year of 2020.  The Congregational Leadership Team has continued to meet frequently, 
but all our meetings have been by ZOOM Technology.  At the end of June, we met with our 
Facilitator, Sr. Joanne Hanrahan SSND, by ZOOM, to plan the details of the Congregational 
Leadership Board Meeting scheduled for October 14-20.  We have met several times with the 
Emmanuel von Ketteler Provincial Team to follow-up on our visit with them in Germany in 
early February.  Sister Maria was able to meet with Sr. Maria Cristina, as needed, in Peru, as 
the Sisters of San Miguel Mission took on a new mission in Huancapi.  

Through the kindness of our pastor, Father Henry Bodah, we had the 
Eucharist available to us.  In the beginning we planned Communion 
services in which we incorporated the psalms of our office into our 
prayer.  Holy Week services for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter 
Vigil and Easter Sunday were live-streamed from our parish church, St. 
Francis of Assisi.  We were fortunate to be able to participate in these 
virtual liturgies.  We continued to live-stream for daily mass and Sunday 
Masses for several months.  We felt the deprivation and pain of the 
faithful, as the pastor was the lone person in the Church during these 
liturgical celebrations.  When our parish Church opened on June 7, with 
restricted attendance, we continued to attend the live-streamed Sunday 

liturgies leaving the limited space for others since we had access to the Eucharist.  We have 
been able to attend the daily liturgy at our parish since June 8.  

VIRTUAL MEETINGS  

Every meeting we were scheduled to attend after March 12th was cancelled; some, like the 
Providence Event, Where Justice and Radical Hope Meet:  Join the Call were postponed for a 
later date, for which we, the Congregational Leadership Team, were not available.  Some 
meetings, such as the LCWR (Leadership Conference of Women Religious) Annual 
Assembly and the UISG (Union of International Superiors General), U.S. Constellation 3 
Annual Meeting were virtual gatherings.  LCWR is to be commended for being able to bring 
into the three-day meeting, 1,000 participants from the U.S. and other countries around the 
world.  On the day following the LCWR Assembly, the UISG U.S. Constellation meeting was 
attended by 105 General Superiors from the U.S.  This meeting was led by Sister Patricia 
Murray IBVM, Executive Secretary of the UISG, who attended from Ireland.  It was also by 
ZOOM and was excellent. 

The theme for LCWR, “God’s infinite Vision:  Our Journey to the Borders and Beyond,” 
was explored together by the participants.  LCWR members were challenged by borders and 
investigated to what horizons women religious need to go to contribute to the creation of a 



more just, compassionate world.  Topics included the impact of COVID-19 on the global 
community and on leaders and members of religious communities, climate control and new 
understandings of racism on the mission and lives of Catholic Sisters.  LCWR members 
shared insights on how to face the daunting challenges of our times; they asked how we are 
to respond to these challenges when we are already fully engaged in the epic challenge of 
our religious lifetimes leading the way toward the end of one era of religious life into the 
unknown new era.

THE MISSION OF UISG  

It is good to understand the Mission of UISG.  Its mission statement is as follows:

As an international body rooted in Christ, and representing Congregations of Women 
Religious throughout the world, UISG seeks to witness to and proclaim the identity of 
apostolic religious life in its diversity.  Through weaving global solidarity and spanning 
new frontiers, we animate, support and stimulate leadership of religious to be a 
prophetic voice and witness in the Church and in the world.  The mission of UISG is to 
build bridges that span distances, borders and boundaries in order to create ways for 
members to be in communication, in community and in communion.  The purpose of 
UISG is to promote an understanding of religious life.

UISG, General Secretary, Sister Pat Murray, highlighted two special projects of UISG, both of 
which recently celebrating special anniversaries, both are works given to consecrated women 
religious by Pope Francis.  Other parts of the meeting were led by Sisters Constance Phelps 
SCL, Pat Siemen OP and Toby Lardie HM, the three Sisters who had been serving as 
delegates for the U.S. Constellation.

Talitha Kum, the worldwide network of consecrated life against trafficking in persons, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary at the UISG Plenary Assembly in 2019.  Currently 86 networks 
of religious Sisters carry on this mission.  If any Sisters of our Congregation are working in 
human trafficking, they may be able to connect to a group of Sisters in their own country, who 
are offering this ministry.  If you want more information, contact Sister Maria at the Generalate 
Residence.  Remember, what we cannot do alone, we can do in collaboration with other 
women religious serving people in need.  

Starting in June, 2018, the Sowing Hope for the Planet Campaign challenged 
Congregations of Religious Sisters to find ways, both personally and in their communities to 
implement the message 
of the Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si:  On Care of Our Common Home, now celebrating its 
5th anniversary.  Leading this effort has been Sr. Sheila Kinsey FCJM, a member of the 
Franciscan Sisters, Daughters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.  She gave a report on 
all their efforts to date.  At the Plenary Assembly of UISG in 2019, each Community of Women 



Religious was asked to appoint a contact person within the congregation to broaden the 
campaign and increase congregational support.  Within our Congregation, the Mission & 
Internationality Commission agreed to focus on this issue.  Sister Liberata, Council Liaison to 
that Commission, has indicated the issue is on the agenda for the Commission’s September 
meeting.

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO MINISTER  

WITH THE CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM  

We are especially grateful for all those who have worked with the Congregational Leadership 
Team in our Chapter implementation process.  I try to explain to many organizations who 
request our help, assuming we have members at the ready to answer the call for special 
needs, that we have the Units of the Congregation under our direction, not the members!  As 
we prepare for this last Leadership Board Meeting before the 24th Congregational Chapter, I 
would like to call attention to those who have worked with us and, literally, have brought us 
from the 23rd Congregational Chapter to the 24th Congregational Chapter.  At its first meeting, 
the Congregational Leadership Team decided that the best way to address the issues 
presented at the Chapter was to form four international Commissions.  Initially volunteers 
were requested from the entire congregation to serve on a commission.  Once those 
interested and able to be involved had been identified, it was important to appoint a chair for 
each one.  Wanting to involve younger Sisters more fully, the Sisters asked to chair the 
Commissions were Sisters who were engaged in Community efforts, but who had not held 
leadership positions.  We are so grateful for the dedication and commitment of these four 
Sisters to the work given them.  

Sister Maria Clara Kreis—Chair of the Governance
Commission
Sister Maria Youngmi Kim—Chair of the Mission &
Internationality Commission
*Sister Monika Mrosek—Chair of the Financial
Stewardship Commission
Sister Yessica Amaro Caceres—Chair of the
Formation Commission

*Sister Bertshabe Palomino Montalvo was the original
chair of the Financial Stewardship Commission, but
resigned because she was unable to travel due to visa
issues.  Sister Monika Mrosek, a member of that
Commission, graciously agreed to assume the
position of Chair of the Financial Stewardship
Commission.  

The Chairs have worked with the appointed members of their Commissions for the past four 
years and have completed the work assigned to them.  The Chairs of the Commissions were 
also asked to participate in a two-week program presented by UISG.  The workshop-style 
program was held at the UISG facility in Rome in January of 2019.  The purpose of the 
program was to assist a congregation 
in engaging its cultural/ethnic/nationality diversity and moving closer to a fuller expression and 
experience of mutually-enriching interculturality within the congregation and in its 
ministry/mission activity.  The work done by these Commissions will form a major part of the 
24th Congregational Chapter Agenda.

The members of the Commissions are as follows:

Governance:   Sister Maria Clara Kreis, Chair.  Members are Sister Angelika Hufgard, Sister 



Jo Ann Simanella, Sister Augustina Jaesook Seo and Sister Maria Fest

Mission & Internationality:  Sister Maria Youngmi Kim, Chair.  Members are Sister Hildegard 
Ewald, Sister Barbara McMullen, Sister Myra Rodgers, Sister Kelly Santillan Sinti and Sister 
Liberata Ricker

Financial Stewardship:  Sister Monika Mrosek, Chair.  Members are Sister Monica Hyesook 
Jeong, Sister Francesca O’Regan, Sister Bertshabé (Betsa) Palomino Montalvo and Sister 
Rosa Eunsoon Kim

Formation Commission:  Sister Yessica Amaro Cáceres, Chair.  Members are Sister 
Rosario Alvarez Frisancho, Sister Wilma Enjoo Kim, Sister Carol Stenger, Sister Inesita Vélez 
Negron an Sister Mary Francis Fletcher.

We are also grateful to all those who served as staff to us:  

For Sister Stephanie Turck, our Zoom Coordinator, scheduler and trouble shooter.  She is 
now learning new possibilities that will enable us to have simultaneous interpretation as we 
engage in ZOOM Meetings for our upcoming Congregational Leadership Board Meeting.  

For the services of our Sister interpreters/translators, including:  Sister Susanna Sunyi 
Jung, Sister Carmen González Arias, Sister Inesita Vélez Negron.  

For our translators/interpreters from outside our Community, who have served us very well:  
Father Thomas Flanagan, Sister Simone Petra Hanel SSpS and Sister Christel Daun SSpS 
for German; Sister Minah Ahn for Korean and Mr. Luis Baudry-Símon for Spanish.  Because 
the Commissions are international in composition, we would be lost without our faithful 
translators.

COVID-19:  CHALLENGES AND BLESSINGS  

The Holy One has tended to us from our youth, was our healer when we did not even know 
it, is present with us still, and will not let trials and tribulations consume us.  (Hosea)

By this time, we know the “trials and tribulations” that have come with Covid-19.  At this 
difficult time, we have the opportunity to embrace all feelings as good and as sources of 
wisdom.  God has given us the innate ability to see more fully when we embrace our 
emotions and utilize our feelings and energies for life and healing choices and as new ways to 
understand what is happening to us and around us.  

As we continue to experience periods of physical (not social) distancing, quarantine or 
isolation we may experience a range of emotions such as fear and anxiety, boredom, 
depression, anger, frustration, or just plain irritability.  As bleak as the immediate future 
appears, this may be a call for us to let go and shift the focus from what we have lost to what 
is new and to make a commitment to move on.  Here is the opportunity to explore what the 
changes mean, what matters most, what we value and what is the opportunity here and now, 
for each of us individually, and for the community.  Times of transition open us to 
transformation, and invite us, challenge us, to find purpose and connection once again.  We 
will feel less oppressed because we are doing what matters most—living our values, living our 
charism, being concerned for ourselves and for others, who we know don’t have the 
resources that we have.  

Haven’t we all been inspired by the closing stories on the U.S. nightly news, where we 
witness the kindness and compassion of others towards complete strangers.  These stories 
are of first responders, health care professionals, housekeepers and sanitizers making our 
environments safe.  They are the stories of ordinary people finding ways to feed the hungry, 
shop for senior citizens, care for others, stories of children, teens and adults of all ages who 
have found ways to help collectively during this time of fear, contagion and stories of tragedy 
in our own and other countries as we see the way they respond and offer care and support.  I 
have been amazed by the artists who have formed virtual choirs from around the U.S. to 



perform in unison, or dancers who have put on performances, each performing in a different 
state or country, and artists who have captured scenes of people helping people.  In closing, 
the words of Pope Francis resonate when recently he said “As the tragic coronavirus 
pandemic has taught us, we can overcome global challenges only by showing solidarity with 
one another and embracing the most vulnerable in our midst.”  In addition to promoting global 
efforts, he encourages local efforts in these words: “I would like to support concerted action 
also on the national and local levels.  It will help people at all levels of society come together 
to create a popular movement ‘from below.” (Pope Francis on the 50th Earth Day.)

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP BOARD MEETING  

IN PANDEMIC TIMES  

We are busy preparing for the up-coming Congregational Leadership Board Meeting 
before the Congregational Chapter.  It will be a virtual meeting as we are faced with the 
inability to travel.  In addition to that obstacle, we also do not have appropriate housing where 
participants have private toilet and bath facilities.  This meeting will be from October 14-20 for 
about three hours each day.  
In a virtual meeting we will be challenged by the different times zones from which members 
and staff will be participating.  In order to accommodate everyone, the best way we can, the 
schedule is not really convenient for anyone!  Some are participating very early in the 
morning, others late at night and others over mealtimes.  But being Sisters of Divine 
Providence and staff willing to work with us, we will make the best of a challenging situation!  

Perhaps the biggest challenge is that of technology.  In order to have this meeting and to be 
able to speak openly and honestly, in the four languages of our Congregation, we have to 
learn how to do simultaneous interpretation.  For example, when a statement is made in 
English, it is simultaneously translated into the other languages so that we can have a 
conversation!  We are grateful for Sister Stephanie who has been researching this and is 
leading our efforts.  Supporting us in this effort, through the kindness of our facilitator, Sr. 
Joanne Hanrahan SSND, is the lay communication staff of the Daughters of Charity in St. 
Louis.  We are having practice sessions now with our translators and will eventually have 
practice sessions with all participants in the meeting.  We ask you to keep us in your prayers!

JUBILEE CELEBRATION IN WAKEFIELD, RI  

Our Pastor, Father Henry Bodah, invited Sisters Marilyn Bergt 
and Maria Fest to do a devotional renewal of vows in honor of 
their 60th anniversary of entrance.  He thought this would be a 
great witness to the people of the Parish.  The renewal will 
take place at St. Francis of Assisi Parish on October 4 at the 
11:00 A.M. Mass.  There are still restrictions on attendance at 
Parish liturgies due to the pandemic.  But still, we are honored 
to have been invited to publicly renew our vows.  In lieu of a 

reception, which of course we can’t have because of the inability to have physical distancing 
and the restrictions on serving food, we have prepared a memorial prayer card to distribute to 
those in attendance.  And because this event is taking place on October 4, at the close of the 
Jubilee of Creation, we are planting a tree on the Generalate property to replace at least one 
of the trees taken down because of disease.  “It is what it is and it is good enough.”


