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UISG TERNARY ASSEMBLY 

The UISG Assembly occurred, in Rome, from May 6-10 with special workshops before and after the 
general Assembly.  There were 820 General Superiors attending the meeting.  They came from 70 
countries and the meeting was translated into 13 languages.  Sister Maria Kim was the interpreter/ 
translator for Korean.  The workshops before the general Assembly were on the protection of minors 
given all that we have heard lately on the topic of sexual abuse in our Church today.  Our sister, Sister 
Yessica Amaro Cáceres, who is in a doctoral program in psychology at the Gregorian University in 
Rome, was a presenter at one of the workshops on Protecting Minors.  Her workshop was given in 
Spanish.  The Workshops which followed the UISG Assembly were on topics of canon law for religious 
communities.  Sister Maria attended one of these.   

Other highlights of the UISG Assembly were the celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Talitha Kum,  
a world-wide network of consecrated women and men religious working against the trafficking of 
humans.  Talitha Kum is an expression that is found in the Gospel of Mark (5-41).  The words, 
translated from Aramaic mean “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”  Those who work with this program 
accept this invitation to take the side of those who are discriminated against, exploited and 
victimized by modern-day slavery.   

UISG has been invited to participate in various synods such as the synod on families and the synod on 
young people.  UISG has also been active in responding to social needs such as migration and care of 
creation.  UISG was the sponsor of the two-week program in January for women religious on 
Engaging Diversity through Intercultural Living. We had four Sisters participate in this program:  Sr. 
Yessica Amaro Cáceres, Maria Youngmi Kim, Monica Mrosek and Maria Clara Kreis.  They will be 
sharing their learnings with the Provinces and Mission sometime in the new year, after they present 
their plan to Congregational Leadership Board in October.  UISG has been very active in promoting 
care of creation and climate control using Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si.   

ASSEMBLY THEME:  SOWERS OF PROPHETIC HOPE 
The Plenary Assembly of UISG is held every three years for general superiors.  The whole Assembly 
called us to focus on hope, hope perhaps in the vision of the emerging future.  It was an excellent 
time to focus on hope.  I thought of the Disciples on the way to Emmaus when a “Stranger” joined 
them.  Not knowing who he was, they told the story of recent happenings and lamented to the 
Stranger, “we had hoped…”. The keynote talk was given by Sr. Teresa Maya, CCVI.  Her talk, A Vision 
for the Future of Religious Life, reflected that a new, smaller, global religious life is emerging.  
Leadership will come from a different hemisphere; new cultures will inspire our charisms.  Her 
question given to the participants in the Assembly was, can we hope as religious life shifts from the 
northern to the southern hemisphere.  She told the Assembly that religious life will be less 
homogeneous, less Euro-centric, more diverse, more colorful, more like God’s creation.  Other talks 
were:  Sowers of Prophetic Hope for the Planet:  The Responsibility of Religious Life, A Biblical 
Perspective by Sr. Judette Gallares, rc , Living Interculturally as a sign of prophetic hope by Sr. 
Adriana Milmanda, ssps, and finally, Sowers of Prophetic Hope:  The Call to Inter-religious Dialogue.  
These talks will be shared with you over the course of the year, as we receive them in our four 
languages. 
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VISITATION IN EMMANUEL VON KETTELER PROVINCE 

Following UISG, Sister Maria met Sisters Mary Francis, Rosa and Liberata in Mainz where we began 
Visitation.  We opened Visitation in the Mainz Chapel, and set the context for what Visitation is – a 
graced encounter between the Congregational Leadership Team and the members of the Province.  
We shared what came from the General Chapter—affirmations, recommendations and commitments 
and how we were involved in implementing these.  In turn, we had rich discussions on how the 
Chapter impacted the Sisters and how they saw the future emerging for them.  The Sisters were able 
to say that in spite of letting go of the institutions – schools, hospitals, nursing homes, orphanages, 
kindergartens and more, they have found new ways to be engaged in mission.  They remembered 
hearing that Father Gittins said in an earlier General Chapter that the Community does not have a 
mission, the mission has the Community.  There are six local houses, and Sisters came together in 
four of the houses.  As we visited each house, we were able to share a meal with the Sisters, and 
engage in rich conversation. In spite of the significant changes they are experiencing, they have a 
profound trust in God who has always cared for them.  We had a real treat in Aschaffenburg.  
Because two Sisters from Aschaffenburg were unable to participate in their Jubilee Celebration which 
was held in Mainz on May 1.  Sr. Clementine arranged for another celebration in Aschaffenburg.  So, 
the Sisters celebrating 50 and 60 years had a second celebration and the Congregational Leadership 
Team could attend.  ALL the celebratory aspects of the May 1 celebration were repeated, but only 
the families and friends of the two celebrants who could not travel on May 1 came to this 
celebration.  Believe me, we had a full Jubilee Feast! 

PILGRIMAGE TO HOPSTEN 

The Congregational Leadership Team had the wonderful opportunity to make a Pilgrimage to 
Hopsten.  We are grateful to Sister Liberata for making the plans for this trip.  She took care of all the 
details as well as the driving.  We left at 5:30 A.M. on a Sunday morning and returned about 7:30 
P.M. in the evening.  We were grateful for all we experienced.  We encourage you to read more 
details of our “pilgrimage” in the next edition of Global Connections. 

Thanks to our photographer and photo poster, Sister Rosa, you may have seen the images on 
Facebook or WhatsApp that depict all that was described above during our time in Germany! 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION EXPERIENCE 

The Congregation, in collaboration with La Roche University, has planned an experience entitled, 
Living the Legacy in a Global Modern Society:  An Intercultural, Intergenerational Mission 
Experience.  This experience is taking place in Rome from June 10-21, 2019 at the site of La Roche 
University’s Study Abroad program, the Salvatorian Sisters’ property, Villa Maria. 

The experience will focus on the challenges of globalization and intergenerational collaboration 
within the Community. The site for the program was chosen because none of the participants call 
Rome their home.  Participants are encouraged to come with a spirit of openness and a willingness 
to share their experiences and their hopes for the present and the future. 

This 11-day experience, also a mission experience, seeks to help prepare our local communities for 
collaborative ministry by participating in unique outreach to the poor and marginalized in Rome. 
Sessions are designed to be informative and interactive.  By the end of the first week, participants 
will be able to recognize cultural and generational differences and develop their own solutions to 
avoid conflict that might arise in international/intergenerational living and ministry.  The second  
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week is experiential and reflective.  In a collaborative service project, participants will discover the 
challenges of being in an unfamiliar experience and culture.  The project spanning six days will serve 
Rome’s neediest populations.  Also included throughout the program schedule of both weeks are 
opportunities for personal and group reflection.  Participants will be asked to reflect on the impact of 
these lessons on their own religious lives.  Through the sessions, service project and reflection, 
participants will have the opportunity to build the skill-set needed to live and work in our new global 
society.  

Our Directors of the Program from LaRoche University, Father Thomas Schaefer and Nicole Gable are 
pleased to facilitate this experience.  Their collective experience in International Education and 
Ministry will hopefully assist our participants in more deeply discovering the nature of global ministry 
as lived by the Sisters of Divine Providence.  They hope to create an experience where all participants 
understand that being global means more than bringing people of different cultures together, it 
means living interculturally in a global world.  Father Tom and Nicole are responsible for helping 
students understand the global nature of their experiences at La Roche University and they hope to 
do this with the Sisters participating in the program as well.  Sister Barbara McMullen, from the 
Marie de la Roche Province, is a member of the Congregation’s Mission & Internationality 
Commission.  She will be responsible for integrating the charism and mission of the Congregation 
throughout the sessions, reflections and prayer experiences of the program. Interspersed throughout 
the program is a visit to the Vatican Museum, a papal audience, if available, and a visit to Villa Mater 
Dei, the “official” Generalate of the Sisters of Divine Providence. 

Participants in the program include six Sisters from our St. Joseph (Korean) Province, three Sisters 
from the Emmanuel von Ketteler (German) Province, three Sisters from the Marie de la Roche 
(US/Caribbean) Province and three Sisters from San Miguel (Peruvian) Mission.  Besides the Team of 
three Directors and fifteen participants, the group will also include interpreters for the Korean, 
Spanish languages. 
 

VISITATION IN MARIE DE LA ROCHE PROVINCE 

The Congregational Leadership will be in the Marie de la Roche for canonical Visitation of the 
Province from August 5 through August 8.  The spirit of the Visitation will be as it was in Korea and 
Germany -- that of the Visitation of Mary and Elizabeth.  Just as the Visitation of these two women 
was a graced encounter, we hope the same will be true for the encounter between the Congrega-
tional Leadership Team and the Members of the Marie de la Roche Province.   

The formal opening of Visitation will begin in the Mother of Divine Providence Chapel with a 
welcome and prayer and will move to the auditorium for reflection and presentations.  The Visitation 
will continue after the mid-day meal and break in the auditorium.  The Leadership Team will share 
efforts related to the affirmations, commitments and recommendations of the 2016 General 
Chapter.  On August 6, it is the Sisters’ time to share, ask questions or comment on their concerns for 
their own future and that of religious life.  Knowing that the concerns of the Sisters may be age-
related, this sharing will be done in age groups.  We regret that we do not have the time to visit all 
the areas of the Province.  The Provincial and Congregational Leadership Teams will meet on August 
7.  We hope that the Sisters attending the Assembly will make every effort to stay for the Visitation.  
We will explore possibilities for the “home-bound” Sisters who would like to be present but have 
difficulty in traveling.  We look forward to being among the Sisters of the Marie de la Roche Province 
in August.   
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CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM SCHEDULE 

June 6-12 Srs. Maria and Mary Francis attending Institute of Law and Religious Life 
Conference in Dallas, PA 

June 10-July 2 Sr. Rosa in South Korea to renew Visa and make annual retreat 
June 14 Srs. Maria and Mary Francis attending the 25th Anniversary Celebration of 

Providence Connections 
June 28-July  Sister Maria on Vacation in Lake Erie area 

July 7-13 Sr. Liberata travelling to Wakefield, RI for CLT meeting.  Sr. Joanne Hanrahan 
SSND will be with us the first two days of our meeting to finalize plans for 
the Congregational Leadership Board meeting in Korea in October 

July 17-24 Sister Mary Francis on camping vacation in White Mountains, NH 

July 25 Financial Audit Review in Wakefield, RI 

August 3 Congregational Team participates in Jubilee Celebration for Marie de la 
Roche Jubilarians 

August 5-8  Visitation in Marie de la Roche Province (schedule above) 

August 13-17  Sisters Maria and Mary Francis participate in LCWR Annual Assembly and 
Constellation 3 (UISG) Meetings in Scottsdale, Arizona.   

  

 

 

 


