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UISG PROGRAM 
Engaging our Differences though Interculturality 

The long-awaited program, Engaging Our Differences Through Interculturality, has come and gone.  
Our four participants, Sisters Yessica Amaro Cáceres, Maria Youngmi Kim, Maria Clara Kreis, and 
Monika Mrosek (Team Leader), lived together at our Generalate, Villa Mater Dei, in Rome, and 
commuted daily to the UISG (Union of International Superiors General) facility.  The program ran 
from January 21 through February 1.  Our Team, stayed on for a few more days to complete the 
planning for their assignment, related to sharing all they had learned in this Program with their own 
congregation.  Sister Monika Mrosek, the Team Chair, agreed to present the proposed project to the 
Congregational Leadership Board in October in S. Korea.  The project when it’s presented to the CLB 
will clarify the ways in which the Team plans to work with the Congregation’s members to deepen all 
of our learning about interculturality and intercultural living.  Our Participants all felt that the 
program was rewarding. as well as challenging.  Over the next two years, they will report back to 
UISG about the impact of the program on themselves personally, on the members in our Provinces 
and mission, and on our Congregational planning for the future. 

VISIT TO PERU 
The Congregational Leadership Team spent twelve days in Peru and had meetings with the Sisters 
and with various groups with whom the Sisters work.  The Sisters still enjoy regular planned meetings 
with their local Support Team:  Sister Sally Harper CSJ, Sister Nancy Durand RSCJ, and Ms. Luisa 
Broggi.  The Support Team met with the Congregational Leadership Team and reviewed the work of 
the past year.  They also shared some plans for the coming year.   

Monsignor Pedro Ricardo Barreto Jimeno SJ, Archbishop of Huancayo, named a Cardinal last June, 
2018, visited with the Congregational Leadership Team and Sister Maria Cristina Prada Fuentes, the 
Mission Superior.  He celebrated Mass for us and the Sisters and joined the Community for the 
evening meal.  Our Convent in Huamali is located within the archdiocese of Huancayo.  Monsignor 
Barreto remains very supportive of our Sisters and also of the project on which the Mission is 
working.  One very significant event for our Peruvian Sisters is that Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, 
Archbishop of Lima, a very conservative leader and a member of Opus Dei, is being replaced as 
Archbishop of Lima by Father Carlos Gustavo Castillo Mattasoglio, a diocesan priest and professor of 
theology at the Pontifical Catholic University in Peru.  The Crux newsletter reported that this move 
signals that the Church in Peru can now move in a different direction, a more progressive way in the 
“spirit of Vatican II.”  

The Congregational Leadership Team and the Building Committee (three Peruvian Sisters) met with 
the representatives of the Kairos Community.  We were notified that Phase II of the building project 
has been completed, which means that all necessary permits and licenses have been obtained from 
the municipality, the Jesus-Maria District in Lima.  The next step is to identify and select the 
construction company from at least three companies which present building proposals to Kairos.  
After the building firm is chosen and sufficient funds have been raised, the plan is to raze the current 
convent occupied by the Sisters and to begin construction of the new building, the central home for 
Mission San Miguel.   
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The Congregational Leadership Team met for two full days with all the Sisters.  Highlighted in this 
meeting was the work of the four Commissions, where the Sisters had the opportunity to learn about 
the efforts of each commission and to give their feedback and comments regarding what they had 
heard.  The Sisters also learned about the plans and efforts to develop a new associate program 
which will be called the Providence Family.  The structures have been envisioned and organizational 
details developed for this associate program and these were shared at the meeting.  Once the Sisters 
review the draft document and their feedback has been incorporated, the Providence Family 
Associate Program will be inaugurated.  During the sharing of these days with the Sisters, Sister 
Maria Cristina outlined where the Sisters have decided to focus their efforts and sharing during their 
monthly meetings and are hoping the Support Team will help them with some education and 
facilitation of these sessions.  The Sisters also decided to hold a week-long “Community Retreat” to 
strengthen the bonds among them and to lead them deeper into reconciliation.  During out days 
with the Sisters we joined them for the Dancing Water Light Show which everyone enjoyed, along 
with crowds of children and families, after which we went for ice cream, a universal treat.  Finally, 
Sister Maria Cristina shared information with us and with all the Sisters about invitations which have 
been received for two new missions.  In the months ahead, the Sisters, some of whom have already 
visited these new areas, will be discerning together and with the congregational team how they will 
respond to these invitations to meet new needs in Peru. 

The Sisters of the Mission also hosted a special event while the leadership team was with them.  The 
Sisters invited to their house in Lima, many friends, women with whom they ministered or to who 
they ministered in Abancay and other places.  The Sisters cooked and baked items that would be sold 
and served.  Many of the Sisters had made handcrafted cards or had knitted and crocheted articles 
for purchase.  Because we knew in advance that this event was planned while we were in Peru, Sister 
Marilyn Bergt made macramé keychains, Sister Rosa Kim made rosary bracelets, and she brought 
with her as well, “knotted thread” rosaries which had been made by members of the Korean 
Community in Rhode Island.  The Sisters have enough items left to begin a gift shop!  The women 
who came, of course, brought their families.  The guests began arriving about 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
February 24th.  The last attendees left around 7:30 p.m.  Those that came early mostly purchased 
food which they packaged and took to feed larger groups in their homes.  Those that came early in 
the afternoon were there for the duration of the day.  They visited with the Sisters, shared 
memories, had dinner, played games, danced to the music, made their purchases and left early in the 
evening.  The Sisters were very happy with the event and its turnout.  This event was one of the ways 
the Sisters can begin making contributions to the building project and their future. 

VISITATION OF PROVINCE AND MISSION 

The Congregational Leadership Team has begun its official Visitation of the Provinces and Mission of 
the Congregation.  Under the “duties” of the General Superior, now called Congregational Leader, is: 

To visit personally, or through a delegate, the Provinces and Regions of the congregation at 
least once during her term of office, choosing whatever form of visitation she deems best to 
promote the spiritual development of the Sisters. (Constitutions and General Directory 88.d) 

Also, in the Constitutions and General Directory:  
     The General Councillors assist the General Superior in governing the Congregation and in 
fostering the life and mission of the institute. (# 92) 
     General Councillors visit the Provinces and region of the Congregation with the General 
Superior in order to understand the situation of the Church and the Congregation in those 
areas. (# 92.1) 
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We have framed our Visitation after the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth which was a graced 
encounter between the two women.  Both women could have focused on themselves—each of them 
experiencing an uncommon pregnancy with all the adjustments that new life and its anticipation 
brings.  Instead these women consoled each other, shared their stories and gave each other the gift 
of themselves in the midst of the new life they were experiencing.   

Another aspect of this moving story is the perilous trek from Nazareth to the hill country of Judah.  In 
his commentary on Luke’s Gospel, St. Ambrose describes the haste with these words:  “the grace of 
the Holy Spirit does not know delayed effort.”  We, the Congregational Leadership Team, and each of 
the Provinces and Mission, have travelled the “hill country” of our lives, both individually and 
communally.  We want this time of Visitation to be a time in which our exchanges with each other 
are blessed by the Holy Spirit among us.  

Last fall, we completed the “formal” Visitation of the St. Joseph Province in S. Korea.  We will have 
Visitation in the Emmanuel von Ketteler Province in Germany from May 23-30.  We will be in the 
Marie de la Roche Province for Visitation from August 5-8.  Our official visitation in San Miguel 
Mission in Peru will be sometime in 2020.   

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAM SCHEDULE 
 March 9-12 Sr. Mary Francis visiting in Pittsburgh 
 March12-24 Sr. Mary Francis on Annual Retreat in Erie 

 April 1-5 Sr. Liberata travelling to Wakefield for CLT meeting 
 April 9-12 Sr Maria participating in the Women of Providence Governing Board 

Meeting at Genesis Retreat Center in Westfield, Massachusetts 
 April 17-27 Sr. Maria in Pittsburgh for the Triduum, Appointments, and La Roche 

University events 

May 1  Sr. Liberata representing the CLT at Jubilee Celebrations in Germany 
May 2-20 Sr. Maria in Rome for UISG Ternary Assembly, Canon Law Workshop for 

Major Superiors and Annual Retreat 
May 19-20          Sr. Liberata attending DOK (German Conference of Religious Superiors) 

 May 23-30  Sr. Maria travelling from Rome; Sisters Rosa and Mary Francis travelling 
from the U.S. and Sr. Liberata meeting them in Germany for Visitation 

June 5 -?  Sr. Rosa in South Korea to renew Visa and make Annual Retreat 
June 6-12 Srs. Maria and Mary Francis attending Institute of Law and Religious Life 

Conference in Dallas, PA 
June 14 Srs. Maria and Mary Francis attending the 25th Anniversary Celebration of 

Providence Connections 

July 8-13 Sr. Liberata travelling to Wakefield for CLT meeting 
 

  

 

 

 


