
 
 
Advent, 2017 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Associates, 
 
During the Advent and Christmas Season we will often recite and even sing one of the oldest Christian 
prayers, Maranatha:  Come, Lord Jesus!   Advent, a period of waiting, embraces a three-fold nature of the 
wait:  the already, the present and the not yet.  Do we really know for what we are praying when we recite 
the mantra?  Jesus seems to answer our prayers at the most inconvenient times.  Years ago, I read an 
article in America by the Jesuit Thomas Reese who developed this concept.  He claimed that when Jesus 
comes, it may be at inconvenient times and/or places.  His article was almost like a warning: “Be careful 
for what you pray, your prayer might be answered.”  Do we really mean, “Come Lord Jesus!”? 
 
Even though the coming of the Messiah was a longed-for event for over 4000 years, still when He came, 
it was inconvenient.  Israel was a conquered nation under Roman occupation.  Insignificant and exploited, 
Israel like so many nations today, counted for little in international affairs or the world economy.  It did 
not seem like a suitable power base for the future ruler of the world.   
 
Everything about His coming into the world was inconvenient.  Mary is with child before she is married; 
when she is almost ready to give birth, she and Joseph have to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem to 
register for a census, not a good time to travel.  Then the unavailable place to stay for the birth.  Joseph, 
like countless other fathers today, could not provide a shelter for his family.  Mary has to deliver her baby 
in a stable.  And then they have to flee into Egypt to avoid the wrath of Herod who was concerned that an 
infant might threaten his power.  Certainly not a convenient set of circumstances for Mary or Joseph.  Is 
this the word that came to Mary by the Angel Gabriel?  Because Mary pondered all things in her heart, 
she realized the circumstances were not given to her for her approval before she said “yes!”  Convenient 
or not, this was the time and manner in which Christ chose to come to Mary and Joseph and to Israel and 
the world.   
 
Today, with our busy and overscheduled lives, it seems that Christ continues to come at the most 
inconvenient times.  We see him in family members, our elderly Sisters, our students and/or clients, and 
those we serve in our ministries – all  making demands on our time and energy when we have so little of 
either to spare.  Inconvenient?  Yes!  With all the natural disasters in the world at this time, hurricanes, 
floods, earthquakes, fires, it is hard to know how or where to respond, yet Christ is served in the needs of 
all who are afflicted by these disasters.  When we are overwhelmed by the multitude of these events, we 
may even be tempted to say “what does this have to do with me?” and ignore the invitation to respond in 
some way.  Daily we are faced with immigrants, refugees, the homeless, the elderly who are alone, with 
people whose lives are torn apart by mass shootings and gun violence.  How do we respond to their needs 
with our limited time, energy or resources?  Can we recognize that Christ comes to us, inconvenient as it 
is, in these situations as well?  What about civil unrest, wars, nuclear arsenals and on-going threats?  We 
feel powerless in such situations, but are we?  And how do we deal with our own aging process and/or 
with personal illness.  God’s coming at these times may seem inconvenient as well, but when we are weak 
and vulnerable, perhaps we can accept him best.  When our defenses are down, we recognize that God is 
with us in these instances as well.  Even when we don’t get the hoped-for outcome, it is a blessing to 
know that God is with us in our pain and suffering.   



Why did Paul and the early Christians regularly use this watch word, Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus!?  This 
prayer is related to the prayer Jesus gave to his disciples:  “Your kingdom come.” When we pray for the 
Lord’s reign (kingdom) to come, we ask God to send his Son to reign over us as King of All.  We pray for 
him to come and fulfill his work of redemption – to unite all things in Christ and to make all things new.  In 
the here and now God’s reign comes to those who are able to hear his word and yield to the purifying work 
of the Holy Spirit who transforms us into the likeness of Christ.  The distinctive mark of the followers of 
Christ, his body on earth, is their love for one another.   
 
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)  Father 
Reese’s theory in his article is that Christ may inconvenience us on purpose.  Perhaps it is the only way to 
get our attention during the hustle and bustle of this busy season of Advent.  Yes, at times His presence 
with us may interrupt a busy holiday schedule.  Perhaps, it is his way of reminding us that it is he who 
finds us and not we who find him.  It is a reminder that in this pilgrimage we call life, Christ is with us 
along the way, not just at the end of the journey.   
 
The Advent/Christmas Season is a time to remember the past, to celebrate the present and to hope for the 
future.  We remember that Christ came to Mary, Joseph and Israel as Emmanuel – God with us.  What a 
gift!  We celebrate that he is present in the world today, in us, around us, and through us.  When he dwelt 
among us, he transformed the world by his presence and through the generations that came after him to 
the extent that he could work in us and through us.  In celebration of the season, Fr. Reese concludes that 
Christ is recognized not as an inconvenience, but as gift.  He says that despite our best efforts, we never 
quite appreciate the Christ who came, nor do we connect perfectly with the Christ who is here.  But 
Advent is also about the Christ who is to come, whose light will shine through us and transform us, as we 
cannot transform ourselves.  He will make straight every selfish and unjust path, bind every wound and 
raise up the lowly.  We hope that Christ finds a transformed world in his second coming! 
 
And so, we pray in this season as enthusiastically as we have prayed in the past, “Maranatha:  Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 
 
Sister Mary Francis, Rosa and Liberata join me in wishing you all the blessings of the season. 
 
One with you in the richness of God’s Providence, 
 

Sister  Maria  Fest  
Congregational Leader 
 
Reference:  America, December 19, 1998, Maranatha:  Come Lord Jesus, Thomas Reese, S.J.  
 


