
Advent-Christmas, 2020

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my word will not pass away.  (Matthew 24:35)

Dear Sisters and Associates,

It is through the incarnation of the Word in us that we enter eternal life.  “Heaven and earth will 
pass away,” Jesus says, “but my words will never pass away.”  Jesus is the Word and his words 
are everlasting life.  His Word is the bread that takes our hunger away, the light that dispels our 
darkness, and the life that allows us to face death without fear.  

Before even the advent of creation itself, God eternally speaks but one Word.  This one Word, 
this one image of God is perfect, as God is perfect, and thus is nothing less than God.  All of 
creation comes to be through this Word and all that ever will be will finally be summed up in this 
same Word.  In the time and space between “what was” or the “already” and “what will be” or 
the “not yet” we live.  We live always listening for that Word through all our days.  It is true that 
the Season of Advent is dedicated to the last things, but at the same time the first thing. The 
season of Advent is dedicated to the unfolding of new life for us; through a new beginning born 
in a crude manger and in the coming of Jesus to finish the Easter work and to bring peace and 
justice for all time.   

As we move through Advent, we are exposed to the simultaneous push and pull of a dual reality.  
Advent reveals to us a harmony of tension between the “Already” and the “Not yet.” Consider the 
following:

 “Already” recognizes that in Christ, the Kingdom of God has come to us.  “Not 
yet “tells us that its fulfillment is beyond human capacity.

 Already tells us Jesus opened his Heart bidding us come home on a true path.  
Not yet reminds us that the challenges of life sometimes turn our paths away from God.  

 Not yet asks can I forgive myself for past failures, when you, God, have Already
forgiven me.

 Not yet asks do I entrust You with my life, though You Already breathe life into 
me and carry me in the palm of your hand.

 Not yet asks am I ready to put anger aside and forgive myself for what appears 
to be failure, even as I Already bathe in your love.

 Not yet, asks am I able to get by with less, when You, my God, have Already 
provided all that I need.

 Not yet, asks if I am able to entrust myself courageously to an unknown future, 
even as I have Already experienced in past years that You, my God, will never forsake 
me.

 Not yet asks if I can face myself, though You, God, are Already my true 
reflection.



 Already knows that Love is the only light which can constantly illuminate a 
world grown dim; we pray that we can overcome Not yet that wants to hang on to all that 
we have lost.

There are many more statements that are known to each of us personally.  We ask for the grace to 
embrace the Already and have the courage not to hold on to the Not yet. 

The days of Advent distill our longing for Christ’s coming, and His presence in our lives every 
day.  Advent asks us to cast aside the Not yet of fear, the Not yet of mistakes, the Not yet of 
anxiety and to surrender to Love and live in the new beginning, that is Christ.

Diarmuid O’Murchu, in his book. Incarnation, tells us that Advent and Christmas serve as 
perpetual reminders to us that we have been birthed from the womb of a birthing universe in the 
enduring power of the energetic Holy Spirit.  And our task is to continue the creative process of 
birthing anew, the creation which has birthed us.  That more than anything else, he says, is what 
Advent and Christmas are all about.  

As we now enter this new season of Advent, let us attentively listen for that one Word, that is the 
fulfillment of all things.  In history, that “Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  In our lives 
now, let us make room for that Word to become incarnate anew in us.  As we do this, we prepare 
ourselves to have the fulfillment of all our most heartfelt longings.  

God’s presence in our lives today, the reality of Christ risen, and the ever-unfolding promise of His 
coming Glory on earth, is what we celebrate at Christmas.  Already and Not yet, this is Advent. 

Sisters Mary Francis, Liberata, and Rosa join me in wishing you all the blessings of the Advent-
Christmas Season, even as we celebrate the season in the midst of a pandemic.  We know the 
pandemic will not prevent us from observing the true spirit of the Season.  

One with you in the richness of God’s Providence,

Sister Maria Fest
Sister Maria Fest.
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